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REFACR.

Tirft war has ended ! Pleasant words to all. Ai^^ain a>

one Nation—one and inseparaljlc — will we continue In

nourish, growini;; in prosperity and strength, unlil ;dl

frowned nations, whether empires, kingdouis, pi-incipali-

ties or duked(jms shall acknowledge that a Uepuhlifaii

Ibrni of government, fostered by the gicat principh^s of

Liberty, Eijuality and Justice, is ever destiurd to tlirive

until it can never, never be dissolved.

.Now that thu din of war has ceased and tlie smoke (d'

battle cleared away, it is not inappropriate that brief

sketches or histories of the doings and exploits of tin; sari

ous regimental organizations which formcl the component

pai-ts of the (-Treat Army of Fr^'cdom be given. The au-

thor of this small work having been a member of tlie

TwKNTiiCTii Iowa Iniw.ntkv i{KoiMi,.M-, and partiuiialeJ

ill most of the marehe.^ travels, skirnushuN, bjittles, sieges

and charges in whieh it took part during lliree yinrs of

service, has decmea Lliat a record of mu:\\ Aoald prove of

interest not only to those who icc.rc tlurn, but their fi-i(jnds,

now and in the future. With this view lie has carefully
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prepared the " RKcoLLK(TloN^^ ok Fjkld Sekvice," confi-

ning lumself t,) actual occurrences un.l noteworthy inci-

dents Jaithfally describcil, preferring solid fuct^ and reali-

ties to eiubellislK'd liction.

While acc'cnnpli.shiny what is chiunicled in these pagw ,s

the regiment naturally met svith some sad losses. Many an
honored meuiher ol' its ranks at the organization now sleeps

the sleep that knows no waking. They fell, luartyis foi'

their country's .sake, hrayely sustaining the dear old Hag
that now again .so pnuidly lluats over cNery Slate in the
Lfni(m. Dropping a sympathetic tear to Iheir,acred mem-
ory, let ns rememl,er that "they live in fame tluaigh not

in life."

J now therefore give these pages to the public, tru:-ting

they will meet the approbation of all. Jlavmg been wiil

fen in pait amid Ihe srenes they imperlectly .le.Mribe, sonu'

faults may i)e obscrveii, but as the writer disclaims all

preteusi(jns to a " higli style" of authorship, he hope-, iii.

friends will overlook them.
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'I'lii-; W Mi lii;i;A,M/ATi(i\ ui.- Till: i;i,..iMi\r IiC.pm
roMTio.N Mi.vir.iii.N.: l.N i;i,i. 'iMi. ' ii.>., I'i;i,

M..\'i'\'l'l(t.N OkIIKU 'lo .M\l!ill Ai;i;i\ M. .\'l ('\M|-

I1i,i:Ku.n 1!()i ;,tv- - .Mt,.\ ..:> a "
i

!

'-.i ! ,<• i.
" in 1 > . \ r n

I'lii.T I'^Mi; m;i^ \Ti((iN i'di; Si l.mi- Imiihni-, (i%

Tin; WAV IIlmiia i; \iiit \i K-- a i:.M>i.k- di "I'i/A/,

('aki:s" Oi!I.i.i,i.u 'io iioi.i.x.

Alfeniuto loitiiin: and Jis.i-.ii'i' for iimro limn a year

liad lulluwi'ij uui- arms, at point- ucarc-l (1m' Caj.ilil,

llupo scuiaca t.) <lu:, aii.l tlie l^.^al IlmM .-/iclw./,, at tli.'

IjaiHeijiU's.s tij' thd-ai iiL'l(l> wlnrc uiii mIiiiu-;.':Iijs wci'i'

i;ulli.:d victi)rii;->. Tlun'c Won; .siidi cviiL'.iii -liauiuMiiiL;:;

ui ili.strust, nut only alnonLC llu' jiooplu li;v,anls Llu'ir

coiiiinaiuli:r.s, biU even aiiioii'^ iLc cuinniaiidcr,:. liiciii-

wolvci.-, ilial, tlu! wholcj nation lr(;uibl(;d loi llie pt.,riluu:<

ncss of thi; c.oiiditioii. 'I'Ik; ci'iora.'ou ; li-diid cnuutaim-d

dmiiiy tlu; early part ol llu; war by the puopb; ^jC tlu:

loyal Slat;_vs, that tlio ,stru,L;L;l«! would be ^i' brud' duration,

iu)W p;avc way under di.a.-ier and d.rlial. lint tlm bold

I'rorit as.-ain.d by (be i:isuri,'('.ni;., the mavnil ndr ..1 iImmi

jirepai'aiic.iu.s and U'.Hijiiir.,-, und ilio in'^o.-^ue \irii,ii. ;

tliat erowufd iheii' arms, were widl ealciilatrd in huiim'

ibc liidi.rlo inueliv N..i-|li (n ;,n ,.pp, rr.uii i,,., ,,1 ihoii
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duijj^er, and to call tuitli .i.\,;vn()ii> cnmn.'uMiratL-, with

ihe -rcat principlrs a( stake 'J'lu'y saw (liis ua.. iiuw

no .stug^lc for place and party power, no >n[lv l,,:twecM

a national lirotlieilioovl lor \lclorv on sonic mca-aro ol

mere public policy, but a -igantic attempt to upiieave

I lie very foundation ui' our Union, ami ra/.e to tlu -round

I lie fair iabri(i of the Amkiucan H kimi i;i.ir. ji was

with no .small interest the lovers of civil and reli-ious

liberty, both at home and alir,;ad, -azed upon the-, open-

in;^ .stru-gle. Within the lulds of oui comuion flair

were deeply hidihui all the future hope^ of freedom

throughout the world. Ji'ree -overuineut was now called

to pass through the crucible ol internal strife to test her

niond stren-th, and her very ashes defined to be blown

au'ay by the hostile breath ul desj.ot., or ph.enixdike,

rise rejuvenated to new duties and a /lew de.^tiny.

Many recreant .sons of the Republic, educated at the

military schools ol the uaiiun, now /^a/vf/c/^A ,s, divw

their .swords to destroy that governnieat wlutse pr(jtec-

tujii they had enjoyed and who.se benevolence had

reared them 'J'hey fouud in the person of Jefl. Davi.i

n httin- leader for their nelurious .scheme!, rapabh- and

willing to rtpuiUutc the fairest form of goveruim nt that

liiuaan wisdijiu ever reariui, and b(tcoine

" Not a murderer m.a-k.d and . |..ak,-,l with hhidn, knif.-,
•' Wie.M' own.'r o\V(- th.- uall.iu-. lif, \n\ lil,-,

1' "(' •"

•• Ae.i l,ase-a -o-ii, ,,1 ,lu,li..' \,.,lk alooad
"To wring- more t.ar.s an. I hie.,,! i|,,u. , ci i

• l-'r.iin all iji.- .•ulpnl- .lieiire ( \-ii' iMme,"

luny
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FIELD SERVICt"..

tlu' I'uiii;- (if tin; I iiihiii

11

til it U|ioii tlU' I'uiii;- (II tin; lUihiii lln;y iiiiji,lit iaru;3

111 w ,,ii|MT,.lru('(iiir wliu.sc CDMicr stone wmild be i-ihvciy

TIm: i:i.sii(' lu'twiTii Lir.KK'rv and Slavkkv waw iiuw loi

tlu: lii.-t liiiK' ill uiir Nutional liislury lairly lua.l,;,

tl.cy had aiqicalrd lu tlio .Mvoid, and U|n)i. tlit- hal-il. Ii> Id

uIiiih; tliu (lUcstiiHi cijuld iiuw lu; dciddril- -and one mic.l

die— lliank.s tn a gracious l-'rovidciico i:iid iiur brave S(d

dicl'.s

—

n/dfi:!'^ I'us ::/iu'n.

Va:;t rclud aniiie.-- had biiiii |Mislicd lorward to oai

Soullicni bord( r, whuM-o t,hcy o(;L;ui/i(.al sli'oiij^^ line- nl

lorlilicatiun>. At all points tiic ( lOYcTiuiiciit was cou-

liiiiilcd by iri.'Hiiuoiit Ibices already chjilicd wilh (lie

|ii\'stig(j <d' .success, and the jiublic mind agitated by

vague rumors i;| '• lureigii inteivention.'' Hut llu stern

delermniation of (he rcinds to disrupt the ( ioveruimiil,

tlic insidious ellui'ts of iiortheiii .syiujiathi/.crs to laiii-

jier wilii the army, and induce mutiiiy, only .seivi'd to

tire anew tiie loyal heart ol tiie West. Our broad prai-

rie^ i|uiekly tcMuned I'oith her tlioiisalid,'-, wlui, gladly

"rallying round tlic liag " ol their beloved country,

made themselves lelt along the whole line oC theiii.ui-

uenls' a^iumeil territm'y. hisplaying an uricoiujuerablc

valor at Jiclmoiit, i'orls Henry and Douelsoii, I'ea Kidge,

and Island No, iD, they inaugurated a serie'S of vielorie.,

whi(di uUimalely secured to the <Joveriiment the pos..e..

siou .»r (he Mi^si-sippi river to tiie (Jul!' ol' Mexico.

'I'hesc brilliant aebles emeni.^ .^cemed at once to inrnse

new life and vigor into the wiiole. nation, and Ijccoine a

marked epoch in tlie war. The teinpori/imr ,>piril (^Hut-
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''^'''"'".'"f .n,'.„p In |.,.|, ,,.(,.,! ,h. ,-:(:Ur, ..,,,1 l|,.:n

l"^""'''"' '"'•"il'iiin,!^, ;,,„| ill,-
; H-,; .ui, „l;d ..uli. y ..I

«"'"''"/ l'^"^i- r- I-.;. I;...,. , |„.,.^,1. luy.l al ii,;,n. ,.vrr

iv;.,ly tuiia',.^ I,v;tll ,;,., ,u .„.,,„ (!^M^,,M^a.• ll.. K.,1-

vral cau:-,', at mno ll,.; mil^ luuai.s nl' ..aiiiln- ii.luniia-

t'")J "! iho cn.idiliu,! auil |...,iM.,i, „| ,l,u ,,M..n,y, wLlcU

J>"ln-y ha.l uvll „i:l,
,

:, raiy .0.1 the 1 i ov.nnuuu, and

IkmI liaiui.eivW CVL-1-) uu,Vvi„,!,i ,,l (,ur loro.-.s, bc-an nuw
(.n -ivc way (() a ,Irt.',-,ilil,; ilmi lu U1.-.-1 Mu' ;:i-,al i^rfUU

l'>|-cc(l ujMui lis by ill,,- i\:v'„li,;.a >iia(os -.villi a vl-orous

='^'''""' '' '^' 'W(.r,..,/.VvwM/ .,iorcH,/.r'' was u„W
'l.-niMulci by ihu (w-v.ii.iiir.ul, iIm; iM.,,pl,.aii,| li,,. arn.y.

Ali-ra,|y iniuu-liuul ilu: riiiii,: .Nui'lli ilio lua.sscs wore

bi-inmi,;; l>, lur:,ak..- ih i,oa:.,.|ui av.M•aliM^^ ni' lilr, and

prui-aro in oa,;,r.^.t I-t a ;.,i'.suiii, >li'u-: i.' tu crush loliol-

liiMi; aii.l hy juMclloal .ioiiUM,:,fi';,liou.s ui' phy.sioal powor

|ii.)Vo (.; trailor.s in tUuo lo oonio ihaL " /A/.s /„,-,;,,

^llisT n/w/ Ml AM. |;m ^,/-,-,.^r(//" Aoo,mlii.-ly M-hoii

tho J'ro.siJnir.s call ioi ;;(,(),(l()(l inH.jH \va.. i.,suo<l in

'I lily, l.^lil', ii uiol, '.vith all iiiaiH.lial,. aiul hoaiiy lo

.sj<onso, ;iol\vi.h.s(aii,iii,- ihc ..b l;;oIo.-; thi,.v,a: in tho way

oi vuliiiilooiiii : by o,m u . lu-iui-s ana soorot .-,yuii«ahizer.s.

Uiidor (liis rail uur re-inuaiL \i.i;. (jt -aiii/od.

Oulho i:.i.|, ul'Au;,,! t. fi.v Ihll rumiKUiics in)ni Soott,

anil fivi' Iroiii l.inn onnnii,,-, n |M;iaoil in oinnp al (llmtoii

li.wa, aod w-iT at ..nco n u i.iLu"! - - Hm ,,:io , lli ','v,a:M-

tiotll llr.ilnionl .,, I.i ,. hllaMLiy V u!a;!l,.^;t,,. \vil,l.-

lA.M iMrl-;. i),,:, lorniorly huLliu- rank a:-, (laj)laiu in

the ro-ular anny, ha', in- al^'ady ivooivd the apiumil-
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111. 'Ill m! (!(,l()lirl. .IS.UIlHil CiUlllliHIld (il the li'.MllH Ml

uiiiiic.diatiily ;illi:r il.-; or-uiii/uli.ui. .ju.ii'il I'. l.i.Aut,,

1<;:-.|,, ()[' Davenport, tlitMi St''t>: Sciutt; .
,
cnt.r.ul l!i.; mt-

vk;e :iM :i priviiii! in (Juiuji'iny "(;/' w i.Ji 1j</ lunl a-:-,ist-

Q.d \a I'L'eruitini;-, uiid liad bcLMi I'lun-r.';, il- lir.st ()a])(;ii:i,

was at oik;*; jiniuiotrd hi liii;ut ('ulninl. \\'ll,MA.M i\

TllOMPiSiiN, Msi(., ot (!(idai' llaii'ul-, a dl.tiii'nii-licd

im.'iiibfi' ul' tlic k'L:;al pndi-.-.-ioii, was uliiriin Major, and oii

tin: 2lllh ol' :\u;;n.t lln^ I kCu'linuii 1 w,;;; duly UJU-t.Tcd

into rlu; Statu mu'Vu;.', (Ijiom cxaniiual iCn ul tin: papi r,.

by tlie jii'oju'.r oUiix'i-, )ii'L')iar;ii(ny to luii (. rini.; in. a niun-

\h'.v of the luinoi' boys in .-cvcial cunij.anit loiind thiin-

hfdvfs without (he, wi'ittoii con.'.^^it ul lli.dj- par,Mit,i, or

izuardian^, to inili.i iu I ho scrvioc, willidiii wiiioh tliov

(•uiiKl Hot be rc(a:i\rd, lino now sv:.,. a dih'uon;!, a .--ud-

don bli.^htin- ot all i lu-ii- hope.s. 'biicy had ah'oady bo-

coine aKaclud t.. thcdi' oauip and i heir coiiiiadrs ; ihr

jionip and oirounishmc-; oT ^loiion:; war had lilhd th.,;ir

yuuthful iicaits will) bri;.;bt liopv, lur lioj luturc. In

the phriii/.y ol ilicic inia-inalimi sitin.' :,av, ihu ':Urojt''

ptrhap.i llu; " /co/," and ^onie o'.cn Inia-ini-d thc-y .saw

in the dim dishuiuc a hi i;' lit and Iwiid.lin-; " .-htr." iJnl

now tlicy cuntetiiplatcd with m -Itiujj, In ails the tinnbliiiL'

to atoms nt tho-^i; lair (abrios of tlu^ir rnfuvu. -roatnos.

The )oul.hlul f-'pii'it:; o! sunie sunk, and th.\ yh'lh'il |(,

theii ad, fr.-i' hniun.-. Not >o wilh all IIil.',- Wrro

s.niic •' \ ciun :
.\ia. ivM- '

aiiion;.; ,li>iii, \,luise i-iiaiac-

tk.'i'istie i^ to lauijli >it ini/hjs.'^ihi/i'tu.^. 'Idu'y delernilnei]

their prexjiit I'ejoelion should iu)l ]n\-y< lu llu Ir dcpai i nre
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^^ RECOLLECTIONS OF

With the regiment. J lurrying away to their homes with
a cleteran,.e.l energy that gave ample token that they
would make live soldiers, procured the proper consent
and returned to camp in time to join the regiu.cut
before its departure. Others whose homes were at too
great a distance to attempt to reach them and return,
resorted to other means to accomplish their purpose'
Whether they conjured up the spirit, from the "vasty
deep," or called expert autographers Irum the gloomy
shades of the silent grave through some generous rapping
medium, we do not know, but a lew hours found each
possessed of the needed document duly signed without
leaving camp, and which passed the scrutinizing eye of
the inspector. We are not here to moralize on their

ingenuity and zeal in securing their position in the
regiment, we only know they all made good and brave
soldiers.

ODthc24th,Capt. II. li. IlENDEiisiiOTT, United States

Mustering Officer, arrived in camp, and on the 'Ibih

proceeded to inspect and muster the regiment into the
United States service. This duty was commenced by
reading to us the Articles of War, which is the great
statute book of the army. After we were inspected,

mustered in and returned to our quarters, the boys

expatiated with great freedom upon what (hey had
heard, and what they had promised to poilniiu. .S,.mr

thought Uncle Sam a liltU hard on lUcm others

declared it was the hardest ''Cumdtiaiun and B^-Luws "

of any society they had ever joined, while all agreed it
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FIELD SERVICE. 15

was a " difficult matter to be a good soldier, and a very

dangerous thing to be a bad one." The same day eacli
•

soldier in the regiment received one full mouth's pay,

twenty-tive dollars of his one hundred dollars bounty,

and two dollars premium—total, forty dollars. A gen-

eral cheerfulness now pervaded the whole camp, and

amidst songs, and mirth, and bustle, each swore anew to

prove faithful to the other, and light to the last lor

" Uncle Sam, the Union and the Flag."

On the 2()th we saw ourselves for the first time an

organized regiment. Though we had been enlisted from

two counties only, yet the men were, comparatively

strangers to each other, representing as they did every

nationality, and speaking every known language.

—

Brought together, by one common motive and devoted

alike to one common cause, a spirit of companionship at

once tilled every breast, and we soon found ourselves

united in the bonds of a disinterested friendship that

will sever alone with life. The greater portion of the

regiment, however, were of American birth, coming from

the rural districts, possessed of a hardy constitution and

tempered with that vigorous spirit which has ever

characterized the farmers of the West. There were also

representatives from the "drooping city's pale abortions,"

who, under the invigorating effects of outdoor o.\orcihe

aud " hai-d tack " sooli rivalled tlieir more robu-; cnn-

rades in feats of agility aud strength, and the povvijis oi

endurance. None had entered the service from mercena-

ry motives, but all were actuated by principles of the
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10 RECOLLECTIONS OF

truest loyalty, and a lofty devotion to their comiuou

country. They saw the 1'emplc of liiberty who.so every

stone had been cemented by the blood oi' a patriot

father—whose very foundation had been laid deep in the

sufferings, the sacritice and the treasure of the herues of

the lievolution—and they saw her lofty spire pointing

upward, teaching them to put their trust in Heaven.

—

They saw beneath the shade of lier walls the exile

patriots gathering, and gatliering from every land;

—

they saw the Goddess of Liborty weep as it were tears

of blood over tlio dugun<!rati! sons ul her once happy

home, and they come— not as mercenaries—not as

" hire.linjs," but as patriot soldiers to offer their services,

and if need be their livs, upon the altar of their coun-

try. They saw the walls of that Temple broken by the

parracidal hand of the traitor, and her very foundation

sapped by a treacherous sympathizer, and they cume to

the rescue. Now their record is a record of glory. No

smell of treason is on their garments— their deeds they

leave as a rich heritage to their offspring ;— their

children will never curse their memory, nor with crim-

soned cheek ask them, " Whi/, father, why did you fill

my veins with a traitor & blood?" They felt that this

liberty was only given them in trust, that their cliildren

and their children's children would yet demnrid it at

their hands, and they would not i>r. rinvM,' (^ tl'ij

trust. Now thoroughly organized, arms and e(juipmeutH

were issued, a regimental band was arranged, drums and

tiles drawn, and under tlu' inspiring strains oi martial
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' ^ FIELD SERVICE. 17

music we hurried through the bustle of preparation uud

entered fully ou the discharge of our military duties.

—

The officers at once organized a " school," and com-

menced the study of " tactics " and the " regulations
"

to qualify themselves for their new duties. They em--

ployed as preceptor Lieut. Burlook, a graduate of

West Point, who proved himself well qualified for

the task, and under whose instructiuu most ol the

officers soon evinced a good degree of proficiency. l>rill

hours were established, and officers required to drill their

companies. All seemed to enter upou their duties witli

a zeal and cheerfulness that promised well for the future.

In a very few days, however, the novelty of camp life

lost its charms, when a spirit of tanHt seized both

officers and men, and '^homesick " began to prevail in its

epidemic form throughout the camj). Applications tor

^^ leave of absence" were numerous and urgent.

"Home"—with its loved ones—its business and its

charms—could not be forgotten no soou. Many wore

successful in obtaining their furloughs, while those who

unfortunately failed seemed to have ample satisfaction

in freely pouring out their vituperation on what they

termed " red tape." The men abused their company

officers for this " unwarrantdblr abridymeitt o/ the

liberties of an American citiztu" while the officers,

themselves chafing under like constraint, retaliatrl u|"iii

the Colonel; all parties using at the sumi: tiuu lUo

utmost caution that the object of their censure should

not become aware of it. This ludicrous re.^itivtinebs ou

3
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1^ iiKnoi-LEnxioNK ity

the part of a few of the men was fully cjuallea by Home
oJ' the officers in laughubh. oxhibitioii.s of the " hi/alu-

tin' " acoompauicd by a low displays ol the '• s^^read

tayU:' What ol" that, said the boys, had they not beeu
called to fill rospoLsiblc positions, and why should they
fail to demonstrate their importance—otherwise the dis-

tinction might fail to be observed, jiut these little

episodes in the incipiency of camp life soon gave way to

a better and more harmonious feeling, and othcers and
men alike exhibited an increased attention to duty and
obedience to orders

The differences in rank were thus first brought to our
uotice, and imperceptibly began to supplant the first

habits of familiarity between officers and men. Dis-

tiuctions thus once acknowledged, were extended and
enforced. Discipline, we were told, demanded it, and
it was therefore cheerfully acquiesced in by the men who
liow considered themselves sujdiers, enlisted in a common
cause and were ready to make all reasonable sacrifices for

the aocomplishment of the object which had brought
them together. The inoralt of the regiment seemed to

undergo a radical change. Relieved from the restraints

of home, many of the men for the first time in their

lives, acquired habits of profanity and intemperance,

while many heretofore intemperate and profarir aban-

doned both. Strangely tiuctuating. MiriruiL ri,,in one

•xtieme to the olher, tiic whole rej^iiueni, lu a lew

weekb settled down to a better stuu- ol mural, than at
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its organizatiou, and would favorably cornpHre with •" f,

any other iu the army. '.'•

One of the rao.st pleasing incidents at (Jaiup Olinton ' -

wu.s the presentation of a flag to the regiment by u

patriotic lady of liyons. The presentation ceremonies

were neat and appropriate; the liev. G. F. iMaooun

addressing the soldiers in an elo(|uent and patriotic ,' !

speech, which was responded toon behalf of the regi« '

\

ment, by Major 'i'hompsou, in a like able and elo(juent ' >

manner. The remainder ot our stay at Camp (!linton •

was devoted to arranging our Company business and to ' • •

drilling. .

'

On the 30th orders were issued to prepare to remove •-.«(

to Davenport on the following day, and we hailed ihe j.i^i;;t i';

prospect of a change with delight. . iv *

The morning of the Blst found the regiment busy at

an early hour breaking camp and making hasty prepara-

tions for our removal. The camp was now somewhat i -

agitated by the startling intelligence ' that wo were to

march the entire distiaice from (Hinton to Davenport— '

'• '

h)rty miles. The announcement of such a vast under-

taking was received with dismay. Some pronounced the

report- lalse—some declared it was impossible to perform

the journey in less than ten days, while otliers lioldly : . >; ;

maintained " the thiny couhhCt (>r. tfonc nt nil." Sonp

said they always knew that

" Man's inhumanity to man "
.. ii.'i, >\

" Had made its countless millions weep,

'

,, ,,

and now they too were to be made its victims. Sojne
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censured the President ol the United States—some the

Governor—some the Adjutant General—but the greater

portion of the grumblers contended that the company

officers were to blame ; but they, poor fellows, were as

much averse to the undertaking as the men. liefore

the hour of departure, however, our anxiety was relieved

by the information that we would be transported on

boats. It was late in the afternoon before our arrange*

ments for departure were complete, and at twilight we

marched aboard the steamers Bill Henderson, Add. Hine,

(Canada and a barge, which had just arrived at the land>-

iug. I have since often travelled on a single boat, with

an entire brigade, and the brigade and regimental quar-

termasters' transportation on board, which occupied less

space than our regiment did at this their tirst embarkation

on three. My sleeping apartment for the night was an old

cheese box with my back against the wall—the only un-

appropriated spot I could lind upon the boat. " Tired

nature's sweet restorer, balmy sleep," now cast her

leaden sceptre o'er our weary limbs, and soon hushed

our troubled minds to rest. No incident of importance

occurred on this our first voyage, except that a great

many small articles persisted in getting into the posses-

sion of the wrong men, occasioned by the confusion inci-

dent to a crowded boat.

We arrived at Davenport on the nn'inin^ of .'Septem-

ber 1,'^t, and disembarked a short distance above the

Railroad bridge. After detailing guards for the bag-

gage still remaining on the boats, until transportation for
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it could be obtained, the regiment ibruicd and marched

to "Camp Herrun," stopping u lew minutes on the way at

the Burtis House. The barracks then in process of erec-

tion, under direction of Mr. J. S. Conner, A. Q. M. A.,

were completed the following day, when we took formal

possession. Our .sutler, \V. K. Spearing, was already

established in camp, and prepared to supply our wants

for camp life to a Umited extent.

The following complimentary notice of our regiment

appeared in one of the daily papers on the morning after

our arrival

:

" Twentieth Kegiment.—This splendid body ot

men arrived from Clinton yesterday morning. They

were under command of Major Thomivson, Col Dye

having gone to his home in Marion They landed at

East Davenport and marched down town and out to

Camp llerron, which is just being titted up. After ar-

riving at camp most of the boys got furloughs to go to

their homes, and the livery stables were well patronized

by them. During the day their quarters were visited by

immense numbers of our citizens who arc more deeply

interested in this regiment than in any other which has

left the State. They will probably remain here a day or

two, if not longer."

Those of the regiment who had enlisted from vScott

county were here paid the bounty due them fiotn the

county, viz : '^I'o tu married and §50 lo unmurried men.

This bounty was very gratefully received by the men, as

it enabled them to provide for their families—render
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22 HfiCOLLE0TION8 OF

theni curuibrtable, aud lessen their regroL al parting,

liiues were established arouud the eamp, but no particu-
lar regard was paid to au order lor confining the men
within them. Every indulgence was allowed that they
might have ample opportunity to arrange such home
matters as was necessary belbre finally leaving for the
field. Krom a continued expression of kindness on the
part of the citizens, and particularly the ladies, our stay

|j

at Camp Herron was rendered exceedingly pleasant ; it

imparted a cheerfulness to the men aud kept them in

tiie best of spirits.

The monotony of the camp was occasionally relieved

by a couple of "unruly member." of the regiment
who, having ventured too far within the precincts of

" taa<jle /out," and indulged somewhat freely in "that
which inebriates," manifested a strong desire to enter at

once on their new profession—fighting. One of them,
after figuring as principal in a general fight on the levee,

and receiving a severe gash on the head from the frag-

mentof an iron pot, was finally captured and brought to

camp lashed down on a dray. The other, after a general

engagement with the citizens of illast J)avenport, and a

skirmish with the squad sent to arrest him—who finally

captured him without the loss of a single man— was

brought triumphantly into camp.

Many of the Linn county men whi. hud ohiHi-iefJ

leave oi' absence at Uamp Olintou to visit their homes,

again rejoined the regiment here. The officers prepared

themselves with mess chests and made such re-arrauge-
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FIELD SERVIOE 28

ment oi their wardrobes and baggage as was deemed

necessary tor future comfort and couveiiience.

On the evening of Sept. Ith ordcns were isaued to

prepare for moving, and on tlic following morning we

broke camp at half past eight o'clock, and marched to

the landing whore the steamer Metropolitan waited to

receive us on board. Notwithstanding the disagreeable

condition of the weather and roads, the landing was

crowded by a concourse of friends who had assembled

to take their final leave of the regiment. I will not at-

tempt to describe tiie tender leave taking scenes which

there came under my own observation—the parting of

husbands and wives—mothers and sons—brothers and

sisters—of sweethearts—of friends and associates— for

they were of such frecjuent occurrence during the early

part of the war, that the reader has often seen and

doubtless fdl tliat which it is impossible for me to

describe. The daily papers thus chronicled our de-

parture :

" Departure of the Twentieth.—Thi.s noble body

of men loft our city yesterday afternoon for iientou liar-

racks, St. Louis, on the steamer Metropolitan. The sol-

diers were first apprised of their departure by the an-

nouncement that the boat had come which was to take

them down the river, and they immediately commctiretl

their preparation fur moving, liy 3 o'clock ihc (;ii(ni

regiment was at the river ready u. go. Then came the

parting, and oh ! it was sad. I^areuts bidding adieu to

their sons, many of them having previously went other
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dear boys to the field of battle. Widowed mothers giv-

ing up their only sous to their country, with hearts

bursting with grief. Wives with their little children

gathering around them, parting from their husbands,

bowed down with the de.sslating thought that they might

never again see on earth the loved face of husband and

father. Sisters bidding farewell to brothers, lovers to

their betrothed, friend parting from friend, all combined

to make the scene most impressive and aflecting. When

the bell sounded and the boat moved off with the loved

ones on board, tearful eyes watched them till they were

out of sight, and heavy hearts wended their sorrowing

way to their desolate homes once more. And yet this

scene is only one of hundreds now being enacted all over

the country."

Capt. Bates attempted to address, from the boat, the

multitude on shore, but from the confusion could not

be heard. Adjt. Gen. Baker coming on board at 8

o'clock, the cables were loosed and the boat rounded out

amidst waiving of handkerchiefs and cheers from the

people on shore, which received a hearty response from

those on the boat. Moving down the river to the point

below Rock Island, the boat neared the shore to permit

Gen. Baker to land. Again pushing off the boys brave-

ly brushed away the tear that was dropped mI [i.iriitjg

from friends, and talked freely oi the itilur«\ Tli.; vli«de

of evening soon Ijcgan to gather around us, accom-

panied by a severe gale, compelling us to again laud.

But during that short passage Mr. Jobn (J. Mauill,
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who had been sleeping on the boat, attempted to pass ' ;^

to the barge, then in tow, and accidentally fell between

them and was drowned j the darkness of the night and ...

the continuance oi the storm rendering every ctibrt to

rescue him unavailing. His body was afterwards reeov- ;.
.

ered near Muscatine, and decently interred. This wa8

the first casualty in the regiment since its organization,
, ^

and cast quite a gloom over it. We deeply regretted
^ < ,,

the loss of one who bid so fair to become a brave soldier ..,;,(.

and who had won the confidence and esteem of all his

I
comrades. Hut this loss was partially forgotton when on .,. •

first roll-call 'we found that we were relieved of two of ^ ,.,.

our boys—John Bray and Benj. W. Clark, who, perhaps,

under the treasonable influence of copperhead teaching, ,

;
, .; ,,

had deseicted us at the landing.
, , ,

We arrived at Montrose on the morning of the 6th

and were transferred to barges, on which we were floated ;>,
, ,

over the Rapids. Amusements ol various kinds now . ,,•. ,,4

began to be introduced to while away the tedious hours ,; ; .

.

of our passage; some engaged in aquatic sports—one ,.,,
.v^n

man swimming nearly the entire distance from Montrose ,^^.
_

to Keokuk—officers practiced at target shooting with .:

revolvers, but most sat gazing upon the beautiful scenery .,>

along this grand river, and responding to the hearty , .,

cheering and waiving of flags and handkerchiefs, which ,.
, ,,

, .. ,

greeted us as we passed, by fair hands and smiling facos, '

'

,

who were ever foremost in those tokens of encourage- ,.,iii

ment. Again at Keokuk the regiment re-embarked on

board the steamer and proceeded to St. liouis Arriving .

, ,.,
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on the morning of the Hth, after making the neceasary

arrangements about our baggage, <&c., we were marched

to Henton Barracks. Along our march we were greeted

at every point by the waiving of flags from windows on

either side of the streets, and by many other demonstra-

tions of welcome. Iowa troops, who have all made a

short stay in St. Louis, have ever met with a hearty re-

ception from the citizens oi that city. The uniform

good behavior ol' the soldiers have won their confidence

and respect, and frequently received the warmest tokens

of approval. We felt encouraged and proud of the com-

plimentary notices, in the daily papers of St. Louis, of

our advent into that boiling cauldron where disloyalty

and treason had raised its guilty head, and where the

wicked hand of the assassin had alrnady crimsoned her

soil by the blood of the patriot.

Benton Barracks are situated in the suburbs of the

city, about three miles from the landing, being erected

on the grounds formerly occupied by the Oounty Fair,

and the buildings erected for their use being generally

occupied as hospitals. We were here placed under Gen.

McKean, who was then in command oi' the forces col-

lected at this camp. Gen. 1^'remont had superintended

the erecti(ju of these barracks, which were ample lor the

accommodation of '>(»,00(l troops. All the arrangements

were complete, but form their long use without a proper

jjolioe, which hud been sadly neglected, they wore unfit,

till thoroughly cleansed, for our reception.

From the beginning of the war until this tim«, nu
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well digested gouerul sy.stem ol' saniuay discipline had

bcoa adopted in the army. Hut the iiioreahing preva-

lence of those diseases peculiar to the camp uow

demanded the atteutiou of the commanders, aud lor the

tuture, both in camp aud in the lield, a rigid system of

sanitary regulations were inaugurated, which contributed

largely to the comiort and health of the soldier.

We found in this camp a large number of Missouri

and Illinois regiments, together with those who had beea

captured and paroled belongiiig to the Sth Iowa Infantry

—the latter awaiting their exchange. Here was a new

ticld for the men of the 2Uth—presenting new, varied

aud strange scenes. For the first time in our lives we

were in the piesencc of an aimj/, [{via we received

our first les.sons of strict obedience, aud learned tlie

duties, the dangers and the glory of a soldier. Ming-

ling freely with our companions in arms from our sister

States, who had, like us, c»lunlarili/ rushed to the

defence ui' our common country, there soun jjrevailed a

cordial friendship between us and them which is aud

will be long cherished by the regiment in our fondest

remembrance.

Our men here encountered their first enemy. These'

were the little bare-legged, dirty-faced boys and girls who

conatantly prowled around eumps contiguous to large cities,

with baskets tilled with what they aj.propriately called

" Pi-zan-ca/ccs," which were eagerly bought by the sol-

diers, and which' produced diseases a.s fatal as did the

swamps and bayous of the Mississippi. It has been said
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that these little uixbins have .slaiu moie Iowa aoldicis

than were killed in all the battles with rebel armies in

Misfciouri. Some- of our men were indueed to buy and

cat this trash, but the majority. had uot sufficiently for-

gotten the dainty food of their homes to be induced to

partake of it. Much sickness prevailed in sumo of the

companies at the time of our arrival at St. Louis, and it

soon increased. We here lost by death two of our brave

boys, before our departure.

Lieut. Col. Leake having received his commission now

took command of the regiment. Company and battal-

lion drills were performed daily—dress parade and guard-

mounting regularly observed—officers and men improved

rapidly, and as everything now indicated an early de-

parture to a field of active operations, we all felt the

importance of making every preparation our limited time

would allow. Many articles necessary for a field cam-

paign which had been heretofore unknown or neglected,

were now procured. By the experience, however, of a

short march into the interior of Missouri we learned that

we had encumbered ourselves with a large amount of

useless and burthensome baggage, and as transportation

became difficult and limited, the '* force of circum-

stances," soon divested us of everything superfluous.

Orders were received on the Tith of So{)tcnihcr fo

prepare to move to Rolla. Thi.- nintorially incroa^od \)iv

bustle and hurry o( the camp, and on the evening ol"

the 13th we received our final orders to march the fol-

lowing day.
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CHAPTER II.

M188OUH1 AND TiiK Rebellion—Thk Pauxfjc Kailkoau—
lluLLA AND ITS SuUUOUNDlNCJS

—

CaTCIUNU MuLEti

—

Okdeubd to Si'«in<ikiklu—On tiik M viteii

—

Auiuval
AT THE Little Piney—Conkiscatinu IIeuel Beef—
Receive ouu Tents, and leahn the mysteuy ok

ilAKlNd " !S|.A1'Jac;KS "—VVAYNEaVl'LLE—L'KObSlNCi THE
Gasconade Rivek—MAittu to IjEiianon—Gen. F. J.

HeHKON—Ml/. I. !r>l'UlN(iS

—

AKIUVAI, at iSlMUNGElELD.

Notwithstanding the iutimutc couiiucroial and social

relations subaisting between Missouri and the north, and

the loyal Free State element in her population lai-goly

predominating, yet the dtsperute sjjirit of a rabid pro-

slavery, copperhead faction—a spirit which was the

legitimate offspring ol their accursed institution—had

by fraud, usurpation and brute violence, forced the State

into the great vortex of rebellion. It was here that

that barbarous relic of yutrrilla warlare was first inaugura-

ted which has stamped infamy on its instigators, and ting-

ed every American cheek with shame. The nineteenth

century blushed as she looked upon the degenerate sons

oi noble sires, enjoying all the blessings of a republican

form of government, whose land teemed with proMpority,

and whose peace was like a river, happy at hojue and

honored abroad—professedly u christian nation—violent-

ly attempting to stifle the spirit of liberty, to crush out

every feeling of humanity, and reduce to despotism or
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auatchy that govcinment in which aloue woio concen-

tered all the future hopes of freedom throughout the

world. Here desjMvate uieu with dtsperalt i)urpo«cs

sceuied at ouce to cut theuiselves loose from evcr^/ moral,

soeial aud political obligation, and madly vent their

malignant feeliug.s in horrid deeds ol outrage and of mur-
der. None who were loyal to "their country were safe

either day or night in their person, their family or their

property. Thousands of her best citizens, driven night

after night Ibr weeks and mouths to the woods or wide
prairies for safety—every hour in danger of being shot

down in their fields while at labor—assassinated m the

highways if they venturetl abroad, or inhumanly slaugh-

tered before their wives and children at their own tiro-

sides—now abandoned the State to tind saiety and peace
for themselves aud fauiilies elsewhere, from those

unnatural and brutish outrages. Nor was even St. Louis
wanting in monsters who could not only countenance and
aid all this murder and treason throughout the State, but
who could labor with a tieudish zeal to introduce a like

state of society within their own prosperous city. And
to the firmness, the loyalty and the bravery of the officers

and men of olher States she is this day largely indebted

that her citizens were not slaughtered and her city

reduced to ashes. It is not to bo supposed that our nien,

loyal at heart—reared in a purer and liealtliior moral

atmosphere—now ready and prepared to avenge treason

to their CJoverumeut—would look upon these scenes but

with feelings of abhorrence, and a determination to cor^
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rect them. It was under these circumstances that our ''H.»4 u

regiment received orders to prepare to march to RoUa. ' '
'-''f-

On the morning of the I4th of September we left our ^"''"
'

*'''

barracks and marched te the Pacitic Ilaih'oad Depot.

On that short march I discovered that I had forgotten

to supply myself and mess with provisions for the '

' '•'
'

journey, and hastened to a restaurant to procure such '< •^ u, ;;

supplies as I deemed sufficient. But to our surprise we

soon found that our colored servant had already exhausted

" the pile." Biting appetite never was intended to

smooth the asperities of temper, nor was this case aa - ''^'^ ^

exception. "Guss," however, excused himself on the

plea that he tiiought "all dat stuft war lur me," and

readily promised that he " would steal enough lor us on

de fuss chance." Although our supply was exhausted at

the beginning of our journey, yet at Holla we could not

but call txj mind the promise of " (Juss," and "the

widow's cruse of oil."

Arriving at the depot, we were forthwith hustled into

a train of cattle cars which were found just sufficient to

hold us. The calculation had been so nicely made we

concluded that it must have been done alter we had

buried our two comrades, for there would have been no

room for them had they been yet with us. Wo left at 'i • '^''T ''^

o'clock P. M., and a very short ride convincdd us ol the < '
"*'"

wisdom in selecting cattle cars in.stoad of piis;:cng(;r cars •• • "'

lor our transportation, tor had tlioro boon such things a!?

windows or doors, or any other large openings, we cer-

tainly should have been sifted through before we reached :lv'ij u
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our destination. The motion ol" that road is peculiar to

itself—neither perpoudiculur nor horizontal—neither a

jolt nor jerk—but all these together, acoompanied \?ith

a (|uick sidelong oblique movement with an occasional

up and down thumping, creating a sensation which 1

suppose one would feel in being rolled down hill over

rough ground in a barrel, minus half its staves, and

pushed by a lame copperhead.

The greater portion of the country through which we

passed was sparsely settled—the land hilly, rocky and

sterile. The only indications visible ol business were a

few dilapidated lime-kilns. We encountered a few citi-

zens at one or two points dressed in the style then pecu-

liar to Missouri— '' butternut"—being of home-made

jeans, colored brown with walnut bark. Men, women

and children were all dressed in the same kind of mate-

rial, and horn the entire absence of skill and taste in

manufacturing the garments, one would readily suppose

each had manufactured his own. A stranger would at

once conclude that the ladies in the rural districts

were ignorant of crinoline, and had not yet become the

victims or slaves of fashion. The style of costume of

both sexes—the gored dress, the crown bonnet, the linen

apron, the wammus and the hunting shirt were now to

the younger mon in our regiment, while the older onen

saw again the stylo of costume away back in the time of

their boyhood, bctorc the days ol newspapers, railroads,

steamboats, telegraphs or fashions. VVc passed some

tiue farms and a few neut villages, but all presented a
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deserted and dcaolate aspoot ; not more than oue-thivd • > '^

of the houHes, either itt towti or county, were inhabited. • '<'':.

Here we began to see .some »f the first fruits of that ''' '

harvest of folly which the rebels had sown in their ij^uo- '

'•''"

raace and madness, but w(!re now reaping in tears and in '

> ^

blood. .
'

,
.'>"

We arrived at Holla after nij^htfall on the I4th, and '; .* v,

after some delay, and considerable marehint; and coun- •'*' "'*'-

ter-marchint?, finally halted upon a hill about half a mile

from the town. We were then informed that we could - -
''

have the temporary use of tents by sending to the rail- • '
'''

road depot for them, which we did, but owing to fatigue '•
.^

U8ed them to sleep upon rather than under, notwith- ' '* '

''

standing the rain which fell during the latter part of the '-
' '

'

night. We were up early on the morning of the 15tli,

and after hastily partaking with good appetite of the
'"

food provided by our " reliable contraband " pitched

our tents and set our camp in order. 'I'he night pre-

vious guards bad been detailed, but notwithstanding this
'

'

'^ ';

precaution many of our boys were at an early hour

strolling through the village, enjoying free life in a

western town.

Having obtained permission to visit the town, in com-

pany with some of tlic officers of our regiment, we found ?">
'

Q. W. vSMlTIf, Ksq., of Davenport, e«.tablisho(l tlier<^ as

post sutler, and doing the principal business of tin-

place, and whose many acts ol kindness and attention

then and subsequently, placed us under hist lug obligu-

:i'r<
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fions to hiid. Tlu' jKipnlytidii, ii.sidc IVum t\n>>c foinjiora-

vily there od dut^ in the CoDiiaissary aud Quuiteriuas-

ter's Departincuts, did not, perhaps, exceed two hun-

dred. They were a poor, dejected, ignorant looking

clasH of human beings—more like escaped convicts than

intelligent American citizens—listlessly wandering around

Irom place to place without energy, and without any

apparent object in view. We looked upon theae uncul-

tivated specimens ol humanity with' pity, and wondered

to what useful purpose they could be appropriated. The

suggestion of " Guss," however, that " dis was whar

dc stuff fur makin' norden simplelhuzers comes from,"

relieved our minds on the subject, but created a fear

that "Guss" was giving politics more attention than our

exhausted mess-ehest.

There were in this place a few mansions formerly

occupied by a rancid codfish aristocracy, but they were

surrounded by shanties, temporarily built regardless of

streets or order, and just large enough for three per-

sons—the occupants no doubt apprehending, in case our

forces were with withdrawn, that their town would be

again sacked by the roving bands of guerrillas who then

infested the country. We did no duty here aside from

that pertaining to our own regiment, as the post was

garrisoned, and the town only held as a depot and fitting

out point for supplies going to posts in the interior.

From this point supplies were transported by wagon,

except to Sedalia, with which we hud ct)nncctioii by rail.

Our teamsters wen- u^w informed that I hoy oonid
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select tlicir teams trua» a large pen lilled with mules a

short iliHtanae liom the camp, and they set about the

work with a zeal, but the task was more dittioult ami

dangerous than they had auticipatcd. IMie mules, iicah

iVom the wilds, made all the viisistance of whieh a mule

is capable. When approaehed by the teamster the mule

would suddenly '' clunuje yrow^," eausiug the teamster

to stand ofi, and '' rt-u/yauiit." But " standing oil"

was not a part of the teamster's tactics, for his reputation

for handling mules was at stake, and he adopted the safer

plan of the ruuniug-uoose and threw it over the mule's

neck, thus enabling him to hold on to the animal and

steer clear of his fujhtiny end. Assisted by two ur j-„*-,

three others they soon bridled, harnessed and triumph-

antly led away th(! captured beast and tied him to the

wagon. Several of our men were severely injured be- ,,.

lore the trains were all secured, but the business was > ..

completed during that day, and we had the satisfaction

of seeing our transportation train ready lor a move. -f
-.? r^:^y^'^~'"^,C~

Two wagons were allowed for each company, each

drawn by six mules, and such loads piled on as would i,...,.,

.secure against a '' runaway." The wives ot several oi

the soldiers having accompanied us, some with small

children, provision had to be made for their accommoda-

tion on the wagons. One small boy was sometime after v^-
wards killed by the overturning of a wagon, and the

,^ ,,

mother narrowly escaped a like fate. After having fol-

lowed the army over live hundred miles, and finding
,; ,,

their garments were not as those furnished by Moses (o ;
., r ;

;
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liic uhildrcii of Israel, thcso pahiutic ladies lelL a.i and
iclunifd lo tlioir peaceful hoiueH.

^
Orders woic received late in the eveuiijf< un tlie l/itL

tu prepare tu march at ti o'clock iu the uiorning, with

one da3/'.s ration*. Our sick were disposed ol' in the post

hunpital, and unr teuLs left standing for an Illinois regi-

ment just arrived, home difficulty occurred in the

Quartermaster's arrun-ements, and we were detained

live hours in line before marching. The time of our

stay, however, was nut tiresome, for we were highly en-

tertained, not by a circus, or puppit sliow, or concert-
there was no lecturer tliere wliose eloquence " thrilled

the audience through," no rich repast spread by dainty

hands to satisfy our craving hunger, but there was a

least, if not of <• reason and flow of soul," there surely

was of shattered harness and flying heels ; it was a con-

tention which had arisen between the mules and their

drivers upon the mooted ijuestiou of starting. The
fornier having been captured from some secesh pasture-

fields had early imbibed their masters' doctrine ol " let

us alone," while the latter persistently urged the pro-

priety of (heir standing motto, -' ^jaa/ieui/." The mules

got into every possible position but the right one, some
laid down, and i<ersistc.i in being '' /rf ulone," iioma,

like the copperheads, had the haru(*ss <mi but had kiriked

themselves outside the traces, and (he sw<'arini,', kickin<'

and cracking of whips by the drivers, created a ludic-

rous scene of confusion which might be imagined but

cannot be described. As all things else, this scene had
an end and the niules, utttrly disgUBtcd with the place,
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dashed ofi' with a speed that would huvo conluuiided

.)ohu or Gilpin. "Fall in" was aow heard, and our

regiment started on its /irsl march.

Our route the lirst few miles ,wua over a rough and

hilly country, heavily timbered, but we soon reached a .

more fertile and better cultivated region, though poorly

watered. We pabsed many well improved I'uruis, but

their cultivation had been suspended on account of the

fre(iueut visits of guerrilla parties—and strange to tell

—most of their owners were then absent in the rebel

army. It was humiliating to our American pride to

contemplate the pitiable condition oi the unfortunate

inhabitants of that torlorn country. These larms, for-

.sakeu by lathers, husbands and brothers, to join the rebel \ ..uiM;

cause, were left to the cultivation of women and children .^ a., .i?.

alone, who by care and toil had secured a scanty harvest ,J !v.,;i*.

only to be seized or destroyed by the rude guerrilla, pro- ji, . {/j-.^

Ics.sedly engaged in the same cause. To what strange ., ;.•.",.

depths of degradation and shame can fallen humanity s'/.^ (j^

sink ! We could only account for such barbarity on the

ground that men who had enjoyed the blessings of such

a government as that of the United States, and the ha[>-

pincss it secured to them all their lives, and yet could

raise against it tlio arm of treason, or si/vipaflu\se with .,\ rot, •

those who did, were lost to all moral sense and capaljle oi' i '.f!*

any deed however degraded or mean. Th'! men, .(jj

owing to our long delay lu starting soon become •;

tatigued, and the heavy clouds ol dust, together i,

with their heavy knap.sacks, under a scorcliing .sun, rea- -^
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dcrcd uur march hIuw and uuploa.saut. Wlnlc {ia,s;<iiij^

tluou^li a docji ravino where clouda oi' dust ro.sc iu ^lul-

locating volumes to our I'aees, rendcriug breutliiiig diffi'-

cult, I begau to doubt my ability to jirocoed, whi.u sud-

denly the atillneas of the acene was broken by Corporal

N. B. Graham, of Company E, in a loud clear voice

singing

" Let the wiile world wag as it will,

I'll be gay and happy still,"

The sentiments of the song contrasted so strangely with

our feelings and circumstances that wc gained a momen-

tary reliel' in a hearty laugh. Soon reaching the new

made grade of a railroad track we were relieved ol the

dust, and invigorated by the cool breeze of the evening.

Once in the afternoon we halted and lilled our canteens

irom a largo cool spring, the water being so abundant

that quite a creek was iormed from it alone. With this

exception we found no good water till we arrived at Lit-

tle Piuey, a tributary of the Gasconade river. We de-

scended to the low bottom lands of this stream just after

dark, which being heavily timbered and much cut up by

small creeks, caused our companies to become scattered,

and we did not get together until next morning. For

myself not being able to lind the remaiudor of the regi-

ment, I halted my company, camped for the tiighf,

went to bed, was awakened next morning by a rain

which had commenced falling, and by receiving orders to

move into camp. Arriving, we found our regiment, with

the remainder of the brij'ade, consistinj; of the W4th
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IllJnoifl?^'19t,}»' ond • 20th Iowa and 20th Wisconsin,

encamped in an old field on the banks of the Little

Piney, with - brigade and regimental lines established,

and I was immediately detailed as regimental ofl5cer of

the day. - This . brigade' had been temporarily formed

until the regiments composing it reached Springfield,

Missouri, and was- under command of Col.' Wm. MoE.

Dye. One of my men brought |ne a fine piece of fresh

beef, and while I was discussing a nice steak, received

instructions to arrest a number of men in Company K,

who were charged with killing cattle. This produced fn'

sudden decline in my appetite, as I felt assured that thoi

steak I was then relishing was contraband. On my

way to the quarters of the designated culprits, T saw

numerous pieces of fresh meat being concealed by men

of other companies. On arriving at the headquarters of

Company K, I found a sergeant with a squad of men

busily engaged in skinning a beef, a calf and a hog, and

issuing meat with great liberality to all who made appli-

cation—the grounds presenting the appearance of a di-

vision butchering establi.shmcnt. Tlie first intimation

these men received of this proceeding being discounte-

nanced at headquarters, was their arrest. I made some

arrests from other regiments, but my rich steak at

breakfast had been .so well relished that 1 Iblt little dis-

posed to make very rigid search, as most of the men

seemed to think it was no crime to confiscate rebel heel

to satisfy the cravings of hunger. Some of them soem-

«d now to have frail memories, for Hicy had forgoUen
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iioi only [hv iiuiiic, ..I th.'ii' n'L'-iiin'iil>- and i;llic-ei -, l.ut

.v.M. tlirir own iianic^ Siiioi-.- liv;,!,. „„ u.nry will phiy

•iiaititiiD.'s Al'lri .nliiiini-trrlM'^ :is -rvi'ir a r.-|.,ooC ;i-

my \\r\\ >;.U>licil a|i|n'(ll>- Willi ihfc -ainr lic^l wouM allow.

1 onlcrcl tlu-ni h, r- /..,! h. //rir .u„,nu,u/ n/irrr^ ,(u,l,r

(iri-tst. Our own hu'ii wrir. kcni iuhIit aiaa',>t, Iou on

l.oiii- lulil llial nrL-oii.i.-, wn,- nm ail.i.cl todnlv. nor

1 1 lowed lliry Im^ic tlirir nii-hn-liin, willi

,! -,...:.,

;iti ! '.hh

cIkutIuIiics.. At oil,' n\:ln,:K w.' l.i..kc can,], ami rr-

.sunieil oui' niaicli l.n Sinini^rluM, |i:j-.miil;, tiirci' niilc-

IVoni >:anip, lin; ii-,iain(c ol AJis. J A \i i;s lUltt'l.A^,

wIiom; lia>banil inul horn n.ur.lrr.a |,y -li'-'nilL live

inoiilh-, previously. Tlii.' 'U-vi wa,- |)iTj)ctral'-il a <liort

ilisianc(; rroni ila- lioii-c ami in ilic |nivM'm-i o| iii.v

I'amii.y. The M-oumlicl. ll,,n roM,,^! llic lionM;, (akin-

ull they ouuld lin.l, not cv.n .sparing llic rlwlliin- ol liis

wile ami eliildi vi,, A i;w .ht).> mi1,m ,,uontly ihcy

rctiuneil, Inaneil a pari of the piemiM'S, ami didve, away

all the, eattle ihey eonld timi, h aviii- the tamily d.-tUiite

iiml oeeiipyiuL' l he ljlUl|•re^^ huiiiinly used \i) the ne-roe.-.

Siudi oeeiinxMiees, however, ucii: nut lare, and iij niir

r:x(eusive tiavi U lh^ou^h thr Stati;, we ln;eaiiie ae(|Uaiil(-

I'd witli lael^ in relation to (lie operation^ ol tlieNe Liiei'-

". v\\h<, which would >diaim- a liend ! -and these outra-eN

weia; riei|n(Willy pi'i|ieli aii;d hy p''r.-ons who had hecn

loiiner neiu'hhoi.s! Near thi> we parsed th.' ^pnt where

a goveinmcul Ham ol --even waL:;oiis loa-h (I with t)ii]i-

plie.-, lor Spiiu-liehi had hecn htuned hy uMuniila:. dur

in;; liie jjieeedin-' winter. .Vriivin'^ at ' IJie I'lnc-y,"
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wc were tuld the walcr wa.; shulluw, and tlial iL was un-

necessary to take uir uur boots, but .-uuic ul' us luukin;^

at the stroaiu doubted its sliallowiiess, and look the pre-

caution to remove our boots bidore entering, and it

was well we did, as tliosc who did nut had wet I'eet and

boots the balaiiee of the day. W lilio one of our oiiieors

who was aeeustoUied lo wear shoi-S of unusual len-th was

sitting on the bank jmttina; them on, "(Juss" pai ed,

whose I'eet were ioiin(jin<j nut, and looking at the siioes

with surprise remained " dat had he known dar war a

terry boat su near he would have erosscd uu dat ''
'J'he

last we saw ol' " U uss '' he was l;. itmg oul of reaeh of

the owner ol' the " lerry-^c^'V.s." We eneamped uu the

banks ol this stream, having marelieil only about ten

miles, and lelt elated at the prospect ctl having tenls on

our arrival in (;amp, as ihisy ha>l pa •ril us iluring tiic

day. We reeeived our tenls suon ailei arriving m eanij),

aud pitched them in an old field amimg high we>:ds. I

will here remark tluit during .ill otii travels through

Missouri wc seldom camped uii qm.nth pleasant grmiud

— prefereace always being given to that ;^pot where the

weeds grew highe.-.t aud where briers grew thiekest.

We never could see the military advantage in ohoosing

such ground, unless it was th.it some ot the rebel> were

barolool aud thinly clad, and sueli pi ..cs wer(> deemed

safe from their approach.

The process ot putting up lent.i being iiew tu mu:,t of

our men, it was late before the work was .ompleted, and

ao (jooking Wuh! done ihal ui'dit, iml m-kl inninin" ihi.
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boys inailc thcii iir*t aitciniiL at Imkin^, anvl piodiiced,

after much labur ami hoine huid sw i^iumMiii^',

wliut was popularly cuIKhI ''slap-jaek.s," wbicli was d.uie by

tuixiiij^ Hour and oold water tuL-ctlior and I'vyuiy lln- duuj/li

ill Ki't^asc. Al'tciljecoiaiiiLj c;i)ld this l^rcad luiglit well bo

iiiuiiulacturod into iiiailet.s, as il possessed the twu

t|Ualitios rc(|uisitc— hardness and toimhncss—and pro-

duced much sicknes.i. Our inarehcs bisiii^ lou^' ami the

Uien oft'U t'ati^nied, t)\it little atteiiti'jii was paid In

bakiug bread, as we depended cliieHy on our hall rations

ol " hard tuck," which was daily i;<sued and earri<:d in

our haversacks.

Our Uiarch on the ISth brought us to Waynesville, a

small village containing Iburtccn house.i, making a dis-

tance or lourteeu miles to-(hiy. This town was reniaika-

bh; lor having in it a "school house," the unly in^itii-

liou ol the kind we had yet met will) in the State. Tin!

enterprising projector of such a novel scheme in that

region of country must have found it rather an uuproiil-

able iuv(!stment, for from it.> appearance it wa^ then

murtguged to a Hock of sheep, which had evidently uccii-

pied it unmolested for a long time. There was a pust-

tiflice too, in that flourishing business jilace, or rather hail

been, but as mails were like " angels visits," the enter-

prising postuiastcr had now converted it intn a wliisky

shop and tavern, and was doing a tliriviiig business. On

the mmiiiiig ut' tk»e I'Jth we hail leveilh at •'> i/( luek, but

did not comnuMice our luaieh till si.\ TIk iiu ii iidw

biij.'aii to dmw evident ::,yii4|j|(Uii;. ul lali-in- liom nuii
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ruiiliimuii^ iiiiucliiiiL', :iiid many dI llic i'onn/;iijic;i iuicil
,, .

or c()iili.i(,-ati:(l teams to liaul tiioii kuupsucks, wliicli was
, .^. •,

a ^acat relicl aud iiualiLJ suim; whu \vt»uld otliurwisc .^ ,, ^

liave In'cii uiialilc Id |>r(ji;uc'd, (n ki:c[> iu tin; lauk.s \Vc
^

marclicd altoui sii^lccii miles tins day and cauijjod at twu

(•'(dock ou tlie bank.s ul the ()a>-iunade. 'Hii.s i^ a very
, .

j)retty .stream, about lorty yards in widlli, ilie.slioies lined
.W.

with smooth bouldiU' ^lunes, and uii the west .side a .-.tei]i
^,.^,

hill, with a nanuw wagon traek wiudini: thruugii large
,_,^^

ereviee.s in the roek.s, hall a .nile to the .summit, (.lamjj-
.

,"

^^
^^

iiig here tor Llie night we re.sumed our marcdi at a\x in
,,,

tlic moruii»g On the "JUth we had a pleasant day's _, ,,j ^.,
^

uiarcli, except that we .sullered nuieh IVoui the waut ol
.| , ,

W;iter, whieh wc were told eould he |irijeured at ]iel)anon, - ,

and hurrying along tu that jilaec in hojies nl" obtaining ,. . .

this ueeessary beverage, we ea:n(n;d lW(j and a hali' mile,- ;

i^.^. .,

he.yund— as u.su il. in lail wccd.^. breaking rank.«. men
. .,,

scarcely wailed to disencumber lhcm..Llvi;s ul their knap- . , ,

,,j^

;aeks, and iioniplete their Htaeking arm.s, belore hurrying ).^, ^, ,

<

to the place where we were told water could be obtained. i-t';.), ,

lull wIkmi we airived at the spui what a sight met uur .^ ..^.,.

eyesi the loiig hoped lor cool lelieshing .spring ol' clear . :, j .;.,

water, which the heat and I'atigue of a hard march had , ^.
•

^„.

conjured u[) in our imaginations vani.shcid, and we lieludd
'./.tj

h(dbre us a large: pond ul' stagnant water— the surjiice , , ,;.

eoveriid wiih a green .-.euui— the margin linei] willi (lie

decaying earca.s.scs uf mule.s uiid luuscs, and emitting a .i,.,, ,, ,.

sickening stench. Many turneil a)vay with di.sgu.sL to ^
. ,.

si;ek water from cistern,«; two and three miles Ironi eamp. j^,.;^^ ^,j,,
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General Heruon, vho had arrived at Lebanon iu ad-

vance, ordered rations of whisky to be isaued and mixed

with the water in order to destroy its sickening tuste and

render it palatable. Through the politeness of a mem-

ber of the 3d Iowa Cavalry, who were doing guard duty

at thin post, 1 was furnished with a horse to return to

Lebanon in search of water. The citizens here provide

their families with this necessary beverage by carting

from a small creek about six miles distant, and it was

with difficulty, after a long search, I obtained enough to

satisfy my thirst. This village is a small unthrifty place,

contains about forty log houses, many unfinished and few

occupied. Appetite too admonished me that the inner

man could not always be neglected with impunity. But

there was only one place in the whole town where food

of any kind could be obtained, and that a widowed lady's

house, then occupied by General IIeruon and his staflf.

Hunger and fatigue are great levelers of rank, and I de-

termined to make an eflort to obtain my dinner at the risk

of the General's displeasure at my intrusion, but upon

entering, and tindiug myself in his presence, I at once

perceived that the hauleur not unfrequently assumed by

officers of inferior grade only served to brighten the lus-

tre of that suavity of manner which lias characterized

him as a man and an officer. Those who are from busi-

ness or necessity thrown into his presence are not less

favorably impressed with his native modesty, than are

those acquainted with his labors in the field with his

gallantry, devotion to hie country, and sympathy with his
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men. Through the hoapitality of our hoatcsb wc were

promised a hasty repast, and we th*u felt that our luauy

hours fasting would impart to it a relish an epicure would

envy. After relieving our face uud clothes from

the dust of a long and weary march we sat down content-

edly to await our refreshments—nor were we idle. The

easy manners of the General making us perfectly at

home, and feeling proud of the lofty eminence a noble

son of our own State had reached by his valor, wc

scanned, to the utmost of our power the general appear-

ance and features of this young but distinguished officer

About twenty-seven years of age, standing five feet

eleven inches, with brown hair approaching to the red,

of pleasing countenance, and his whole contour denoting

that indomitable energy of body and mind for which he

was already so remarkable, we regarded him as our ideal

of a soldier and an officer—noble, generous and bravo.

The regiment having been the greater portion of its time

of service under his command, his history becomes a part

of theirs. Early devoting himself to the cause of his

country, Towa boasts that he was the Jir&l to tender the

services of a company to the government from any State

in the Union, thus casting u halo of glory alike upon his

State, his company and himself. Having aided in lead-

ing our brave soldiers victoriously through many hard

campaigns from Missouri to the Kio (Jrande, he won

for himself laurels by his daring bravery and cousuiu-

mate military skill, lasting as the principles for which he

was lighting, secured the udmiratiou and iipjirovul of his
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<:;uvcrniiicnt, aud buried himsclt' deep iu the uicmury

and affcctiuus o[ hi.s afiiii}^. The following authentic

dketch of hia military career will not, we presume, be

uninteresting to the reader :

General IIeriion \Yas captain of a military company at

Dubucjuc, Iowa, known as the '' Governor's Greys." In

December, 18G0, he tendered the services of this com-

pany to the Hon. Joseph Holt, then Secretary of War,

and in reply, received a letter accepting the company,

conditionally, with the further statement that it was the

first offer of troops to the government. On April 18th,

18(U, upon the issue of the President's proclamation,

calling for 75,000 volunteers, the company was again

tendered to the Governor of Iowa and accepted, and at

once mustered into the State service. On April 22nd,

1861, the company, 101 strong, left i)ubu(juc for the

rendezvous at Keokuk, and was mustered into the United

States service as Company I, 1st Iowa volunteers, May

1 1th, 18G1, by Lieut. Alex. Chambers, U. S. A. Hy

order of lirig. Gen. A. Lyon, the 1st Iowa volunteers

left Keokuk on June Lith for Hannibal, Mo., to aid in

opening the Hannibal (fc St. Joseph R. K., then held by

the rebels under Gov. Jackson. From Hannibal the

regiment proceeded to Macon City, thence on the North

Missouri 11. 11. to llcurick, and thence by marches lu

Hooncville on the Missouri river, where it joined the

forces of Gen. Lyon from St. Louis. On July 3rd, Icl't

Hooueville with the column under Lyon, lor Springfield,

in pursuit of the rebel troops under Gen. Sterlin(i



•ic iiojToatUO'W?'

luuiau! oiil iii

(ifj><i IhqA hU 3 "dfliu'iowv, i,rb .jj rrtVo'T.iJ .u wlv^ Jtsiu

ijr( O'^'vi:

-for i.'f^

lB a«r>-voi.d;.

-ii, ")•?,

nW{.)H3TB .1:"',) .,1..,'U >-{|00-i'J b-ii;V .-.;f > It) ,>(t)>;i/(y ^u



t FIELD SERVICE. ,. .^ ,,.v... . v.. ^
I

Price. He was in commaud of his company during tho

i
entire campaign under Lyon, through the skirmishes at

' Dug Springs, McOullougli's Store, l^rsythe, and ^t the

i
battle of Wilson Creek, August lUth, 1801, losing ol

his company in the latter tight 11) killed and wounded.

I He was mustered out of service at St. Louis, Augu.st

t 23d, 1861, and on September 17th was commissioned

and mustered in as Lieutenant Colonel of the 9th Iowa

Volunteers. He joined his regiment at once, accompa-

nying it to St. Louis, thence to Franklin, Mo., and on

January 6th, 1862, to Rolla, Mo., where it was attached

to the 1st brigade, 4th division, " Army oJ' the South

West," Brig. Gen. S. R. Curtis commanding; was in

• command of his regiment from November 20t]i, 1801

—

Colonel Wm. VANDEVER,;bcing a Member of Congress,

and absent at Washington, and on his return being as-

signed to command the Ist brigade, 4th division, lie

remained in command of the regiment during the (jurtis

campaign, and during the tight at Sugar Creek, Arkan- .;,,,.

sas, February 17th, 18G2, and the battle of Pea Uidge, ,i .

Arkansas, March 7th and 8th. Lost of his regiment

251 men killed and wounded, including 13 officers, out

of 512 men engaged in the latter battle. Had his horse

killed and was severely wounded and taken prisoner.
,j,,.j^

Was carried by Gen. Van Dorn to Fort Smith in his

retreat, and at the expiration of thirty days wa.'^ ex-

changed for Col. LouiH iliiiUKRL), ul the 3rd Loui.simia.

Iteuehed St. Louis about May 1st, 1802, alter having

been carried sixteen days in an ambulance. On July

i;fy
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16th, lH6'i, he was commiBsioncd and conlirmcd as lirig-

adicr General of Volunteers, and ordered to report to

Brig. Gen. J. M. Sciiofield, at St. Jjbuis, for duty.

Reported without delay, and was assigned to command

ot a brigade at Rolla, Mo., with orders to march it to

Springfield, Mo., which service he was performing at the

time we met him at this place—Lebanon—whither he had

preceded the brigade, arriving the day previous. His

subsequent military services will be found in connection

with our own up to August, 18(34, when he was assigned

to command of the District of Haton llouge and Port

Hudson, Louisiana. Gen. Heriion concluded his mili-

tary career at the close of the war by receiving the sur-

render of Gen. Dick Taylou'h army at Shreveport

—

the last large rebel force in the field.

Our march on the 21st was through a more thickly

settled and better improved country ; fruits, such as

peaches and wild grapes were abundant, but we still suf-

fered greatly from the want of water. Having marched

about thirteen miles, we arrived at camp early in the

afternoon, and rested until morning.

We left camp on the morning of the 22nd at sunrise,

in good spirits, but many of the men who were foot sore

from our previous long marches, began to show evidence

of fatigue, falling out of ranks soon after starting, and

with much difficulty could be kept with the regiment

under the promise of a short day's march. At 2 o'clock

P. M. we passed the Block House at Sand Springs where

aomo rebel prisoners wore confined, guarded by a o(jui-
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pany of State Militia. This we had hoped would be the
; i^,.-,

end of our day's march, but were Hadly mistaken, an not ,. ^i

even a halt was made. By this time nearly oue-third dI' ;<•. .

th e brigade were in the rear, and groups ul .strafi;glci» , (,!•;.

from the advance rej^iments were scatteiod all ulonj; tlA?. i. , >,

line of march. We did not camp until we reached Mill ',....

Springs, a diatanee ol twenty-four miles, whirdi broui!;lit •, .. ,{

us withiu twelve miles of Springlicld. > ».!

We remained in this camp during the 28d, and as
i .,»

there was a tine clear stream of water running through
, ; .f

it, the men availed themselves of the opportunity thun ;, )..

afforded t(» wash their clothing, and bathe. There was .; > n

a large saw-mill standing on the banks of the stream— •
:

, m.

the first building of the kind we had yet seen since
i . .,

leaving St. Louis, but it showed no iudicationB of having

been worked for some time. Many evidences of the .,.:

sharp skirmish which had taken place here between !,: <

Gen. Lyon's forces and the rebels under Gen. l^iitiK, '..
,.

were still visible in the shattered trunks ol trees and

nearly demolished mill.

On the morning of the 24th we were on the march at

G o'clock, feeling much refreshed from our day'x rest,

and although annoyed by the dust, were less fatigued

than on our previous marches. As we approached

Springfield the country presented a niuch better a|)pi':ii-

auee, being more thickly settled—finer buildings, uixl

the land under a much better state of cultivation.

Passing a fine mansion near Springfield we were

greeted from it« balcony by the waiving of a Union flu^

.7
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by a little boy, whose lather, u fearless .supporter ol the

llnioQ, had been uuirclcred early in the war, by the

sanction, il' not the order, ol (jcn. Pkioh, lor having

displayed the danio flag from his house top while the

rebel army were passing. Ili.s patriotic lally, however,

was permitted by PttlCK to retain the Hag, on her posi-

tive refusal to give it up, and since the occurrence of

the tragedy which had deprived her of her husband,

she never failed to fling its glorious folds to the breeze

in the presence of friend or foe. This little patriot's

.shrill voice, then at its highest key, could hardly be

heard by the passing regiment, but he still uttered his

gladsome shout, which seemed to till his whole soul with

patriotic fire, till the brigade—company after company,

coming to a shoulder, as we passed—uttered responsive

cheer upon cheer, till the welkin rang again. We were

here joined by our Assistant Surgeon, Dr. A. 0. iit,ANi)-

IN(1, and marched through the city to Fort No. 4, where

we encamped for the present. ,^ , ,^, ,.,
•

^
. \ t.
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—

Gkn. Totten—A Rouau "Jukk"—On the Makcu
—CaMI' " ]\lUSU "—" FaC SuULIi " CuiUtENCY—" CllISS"

a FlNANLlKll

—

MaUCH to Mt. VkKNON—ExtllTlNli Hu-

Mous—A NioiiT Maucu—IJattle OK Newtonja— All-
'•''*

KivK TOO Late—Incidents ok tiii; Battle—March ; '>, ^

TO GaOKLY ANU STiCK h'AST IN THE MUl)

—

InCJJ)ENT.S Ol''

A Uainy Night—Mohning anu JJukakkast— 1\Iak( m

TO Oas«vili.k.

Springtield coutaius abuut two hundred houses of a :.;I.»v

decidedly better class than those of Holla, with many |i^^

beautiful .suburbau residences. The town gave strong 'i >

'

evidence of the many and severe coutiiets which had i mj^

taken place in its vicinity, being the base of operations v,Ut

alternately for the contending .armies, and therefore had

ac([uired some historic interest. The streets were wide

and plsasant, the sidewalks paved with brick on those

bordering on the public scjuare. In a ravine on

the east side of the city, and near the stoue fence over

which Gcu. KiiKMONx's gallant body guard passed in hUii

their desperate charge, was the iamous spring of which I'jwu

we had so often heard, and which on visiting we fountl

to be fully etiual to its reputation. It issuod (.'Jear and

cold from a largo rock .some eight feet under the hill, v'.jv

the sides of the rock forming a substantial arch. Im-

mediately in front of this arch from a deep rock basin
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flowed oontiuually water sufficient to supply the ainiy—
men, mulcH and horses—without diininishiug the supply

—and the best we ever had the satisl'actioa of drinking.

Being the principal depot tor anuy supplies fn this sec-

tion of the State the streets presented <|uite a lively ap-

pearance, but the business aside from that which per-

tained to the army was very little. There was one print-

ing office in this place, but no paper regularly issued, as

the materials were constantly used lor army purpoaes.

During our stay 1 became acquainted with the proprie-

tor, Mr. John 1). Sm.ii.by, and was gratified to find him
a staunch supporter of the Union cause. He had, pre-

vious to the war, published a weekly and tri-weekly

paper, succeeded in accjuiriug a valuable property, but

from the vicissitudes ol war had now been deprived of

all but a small portion of his printing office. I was
in Springfield, and saw him on the day he was
killed during Gen. Marmaduke's attack on that place

the following winter. Me- fell while gallantly fighting

side by side with his fellow-citizens, who had been

hastily called out and armed in defence of their homes,

their firesides and their families.

A brigade was here formed, consisting of the .'>7tli

Illinois, 26th Indiana, l8th and 20th Iowa, Ut Iowa

Cavalry, and one section of the Ist Missouri Jjight .\r.

tillery— (Jul. Wm. McE. Dve, of uur regiment, beij)- as-

signed to the commuud. The division of which our

brigade formed part, was commanded by Brig. Gen.

ToTTEN, who unfortunately, although a very efficient



i)ii! i.n0 o» K-jiiitai;, -ji. '- bsrui .y^-s.nif'f: «.! .,•,..1 d.^ /jci

«?.»; {lifjsv - /li.'V -ill:} oJ r.frtjY

,';w I .00- » hM iiii

',«>;• .tCI l&U .:1>I IK ';

'•^w ,»(ri^:.''" H-v/ ,

^•'
'/d 'this



M FIELD SBRVIOX. 53

offioer, soon gained the ill-will of a large portion ol his

command by what was considered unnecessary rigor iu

the enforcement of discipline, and by long and sudden

forced marches, which appeared altogether without aim,

as they were immediately followed by retrograde move-

ments. Many absurd stories were told of his reckless-

ness and inattention to the comfort and welfare of the

men under his command, but we found them totally un-

true
;
yet we fre(£uently lost much personal property

from our frequent forced night marches.

On one occasion, while the General and his staflF were

examining the fort, and had reined his horse near the

edge of the ditch, a private belonging to the 37th Illi-

nois, being slightly intoxicated and desiring some fun,

suddenly threw himself violently against the side of the

horse on which the General sat, and forced both horse

and rider into it, but doing neither ol them any seriuuh

injury. The man was put to work on the fort, by way

ol' punishment, with ball and chain to his foot, and had

ample time to meditate on the General's want of appre-

ciation of what he intended as a " yood Joke."

On the morning of the 2l)th we received marching

orders, and left Springfield about 3 o'clock in the after-

noon—taking the road to Little York—and reached

" Camp Mush " at 7 o'clock the same evening. This

camp was memorable to those of our men who had serv-

ed witli the First Iowa as the spot where that regiment

at one time lay, subsisting on " mush " made of corn

meal, which was the only rations they received. The
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place was known as " l^nd Sprin-s," throe miles dislani

from the town of Little York, the ground on the ea«t being
that occupied by the right of Gen. LvoN'a army during
the battle ol' VVilson'ii Creek. The ground is broken
by abrupt hills and ravines, with little timber, except

upon the west, in the vicinity of the creek. It was hc?t
I first learned that many of our men had commeuoed a

large business in Confisderate currency, or what seemed
just us good, the fac simile money, which was then

deemed by the rebel sympathizers better and safer than

greenbacks. Having learned of this weakness of our

"Southern brethren" before leaving Holla, many ol

them had bought large amounts of this spurious trash,

which only purported to be an imitation of the Confed-
erate note, and were now passing it ofi' freely in the way
of trade, but always in such amounts as required at least

some chanye in return. We here met many who were
willing to exchange " Lincoln greenbacks " for this fac
simile stuff, dollar for dollar, and as the boys had pur-

chased it at Rolla for about the original cost of the

paper, they made quite a handsome profit in the transac-

tion. Nor was " Guss" behind in this new speculation, for

meeting with a secesh who thought lamen lous of no
use, offered to trade a large bill which the native thought

a little suspicious
J
but "Quss" .soon convinced him all wa.'-

right by declaring, <' dat wav « new style Confcdcrafc
note," which aUorwttrd« proved to by « j^tMi.t mcdioinc
label. The liank of " Kac Simile" will have a lar-e
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run it' it redeems all its notes our boys put iu circulation

in Missouri and Arkansas

The eauip was highly excited on the night of the 30th

by various rumors of a battle said to be in progress at or

near Mt. Vernon, between Gen. Bi.dnt'k forces and the

rebel army under Gen. IIains. Gen. Blunt, the re-

port informed us, had been defeated and was then in full

retreat. Orders came to company o(mimanders to have

three days' rations cooked and be ready to march at a

moment's notice, which was immediately followed by

another to extinguish all fires in camp—rendering obedi-

ence to the first impossible—and still again followed by

another for the men to sleep upon their arms. The

night passed, however, without further alarms, and we

left on the following day at noon, taking the Mt. Ver-

non road, with one day's cooked rations, and after march-

ing about eighteen miles encamped—as usual, in a field

of thrifty toceda.

Next morning, October "Jnd, we were again on the

march at 7 o'clock. Rumor the night previous had

located the battle ground eighteen miles beyond Mt.

Vernon, and we accordingly passed through that town

without halting, bivouacking for the night at a place

called " (lamp Sassafras " The citizens along our line of

march during the day were evidently in a high stale ot

excitement, and rumors multiplied as we advanced, hul

arriving in camp we learned iroui an " inlelliijenl cuii-

truba/ur' that the fighting was still thirtj/ wi/Y^i- distant!

nud later still thut tiiere had yet been but little ti^htiu)^
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done. Rumor also now informed us that the enemy were
coneentrating large forces at Newtonia, where they were
strongly entrenched behind stone breastworks. Resting
in camp until the 4th, we were ordered to prepare to

march at 7 o'clock same evening, and leaving our trans-

^^
portation train under guard, that hour found us on our
way to Newtonia. Orders were given that no loud talk-

ing or noise should be heard in the ranks. During the
early part of the night we had*clear moonlight and
pleasant marching over high prairie land, but about mid-
night heavy clouds obscured the moon and soon alter

rain commenced falling, and leaving the prairie we enter-

ed a heavily timbered tract ol country which rendered

^^

the darkness intense. While crossing this prairie we
were at one time ordered to halt, and while lying on the

grass, had an opportunity of seeing an Indian regiment

pass. They were mounted on horses, some of which had
neither saddle nor bridle—the warriors painted, their

^ ^

waists bare—and as they trooped past in silence, except

the pattering of the muffled feet of their horses on the'

soft prairie grass, resembled a troop of hideous spectres

—with the 1st Iowa Cavalry they formed our advance.

The rain which continued to fall during the greater

part of the night, had swelled all the creeks and rivulets

^
on our way, and we frequently found ourselves fldunder-

iug through water which often came over ..ur hoot tops.

Continuing our march rapidly until near 11 o'clock, A.

M., we suddenly heard in advance the heavy booming of

artillery which told us (he light had commenced, and
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with renewed energy and a loud clieer we dashed I'uv-

ward at " doublc-(iuick." Owiiij^ to long fatigue and the

iaoumhranee of licavy kuapdaekH, our pace had settled

•»*'*' ' down tu a walk, when some one in advanee, as the sounds

of battle increased, shouted, " Throw away your knap-

sacks, luou,"—when kuapsaeks, haver.saeks and blankets

were thrown oil, and thus lightened, wc were but a few

minutes passing over the intervening distance to the

edge of tlic prairie, where the batlle-lield was in view.

To the right and lett, as far as tiie vision eould extend,

was a seeiuiugly boundless prairie; in front, and about

two miles distant, was the town ol Newtonia, with its

tall court-house cupola glistening in the sun
;
just to the

left of it was tlio famous stone wall and barn, around

which seemetl to be several regiments drawn up in line

oi battle. Immediately in rear of the town rose a long

line of abrupt hills, crowned with timber, and along the

base of which, just entering the timber, were groups of

flying horsemen, which we were afterwards informed was

the " Texan Rangers," wh(» composed the rear of the

rebel army, and were now being hotly pursued by the

Indians of Gen. Hhint's command, who kept up an ir-

regular Jir<: in their rear. We were immediately form-

ed in line of battle— rifies loaded—and advanced. Our

one and a hall mile march in line was -onKiwIiut varied by

auobli(juc, a half-wheel, andafowmanouvres not laid down

in the tactics—one of which consisted in the regimeut

first opening into wide gaps, and again suddenly closing,

thut forcing the center compunici into innumerable ranks.



3if.;
'

' '

-

;

•
' '

'i.
'* '>L in,:: y

f>titJl».v/i MM- 'if
,

V : :' '.'" '

J; ..,;«a : . -
• << '^'(

lUIfUJlJ ,::;iai t'f: *IJFW !iir),-, -ii'»(V!-l <.)') YJ.^'-ii i .11''

c <,\i;,ir ,; v;:v.^f ,))i*'(5'i .' ij :iJ!i>r'-r . , J.ji /u '-<' 'J.J a. cJ

^-Nf; L>:^^o^ (ibli fv'iolif! -;-- - ' ; v> ,.j;ia:r /. . • :; I

,,(1 li. j.,.;i i.i; r':.yiii-;(t;v;.' '•>'. '\i'-i /•^a l-.Vi ;i- ' ,'**

.,;r-''!' V- ;^'i'
>'/•'' .•oiit •«.>.;'.> u '

,_ . k':;>':

l.r.:u.:,\ if :' :r>f(v. V: '*t"- -fii I i ;:.«:' '/viJ ."

.J;.' j J -cifat'vnu f hti ?i"»«j8(|i«<o^) •!'>Jf.i:i'.( ;irJ'' ;j[iji:-.u;« *f;ii)



5S HKO<)1,1,KCTIONS OF

Whcu within half u mile of the suppo.'iod enemy, wc
Jiscuvered that th<;re wa.s no liK'htin,^ for us to do, und

luilted, feeling Honiewliat chagrined that all these war-

like uiauifestation.'s had been made in the presence, not

ol' enemies, but a large number of our friends who were

cjuietly bitting on the fences and watching our manouvres

with much apparent interest.

After stacking our arms those of the men who had

Ihrown ofl' their clothing, &c., returned to seek their

property, but found that the [ndians and stragglers from

other regiments had already appropriated*it. A rail

ieuce near by furnished us abundant fuel, and large

Bres were soon blazing in our camp. A flock of sheep,

ijuietly grazing on the prairie not far away, a /civ geese,

and man^ chickens was then seized upon, and slaughter-

ed, and secesh mutton-chops and poultry were soon br«il-

iug on coals, but the absence of salt rendered our repast

unpalatable.

Many amusing occurrences took place during our ad-

vance, which will now be remembered with a smile by

the actors themselves. I will only relate two, however,

an too much space would be required for giving all.

We had just arrived where the artillery and musketry

firing seemed to be but a short distance in advance, and

every man was putting forth hlH best endeavors (o reaeh

the scene of strife as quickly as pos.sible— wliou all at

once we were startled by Lieut. D 's Hhoutiug at the

top of hid voice—" Thro>n uuhi// your knapsacks, my
lull// boys! remombor old Jjiun!!" and then, from ex-
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liaustiun, there Ibllowotl a kind of indcHcribablo huwl,

similar to what Is called a "tiger," in cheering. Just

at this instant .some one iu advance called out, " hold on

to your knapsacks, men." Hearing this, the jjieutenant

! shouted again

—

"Hold on to ycjiir knap.saeks, my //(t/Zy

i boys! remember oA/ Jjinn !
!" and closed with another

howl.

('apt. lii'RAM by this time had hiis war spirit arou.sed,

I and determined that Scott county should be heard Irom

also. Turning to his men, as he with difficulty kept

! pace with them in their rapid progress, he called out

—

\

" kSoldiers, remember where ijuu come froin " then

j

having lost distance, he ran forward a few momeuts, and

again turned to Kuish his patriotic appeal—" and du as /

I

do!!"—but unl'ortunately at this moment the Captain

I

stepped into a mud-puddle, and tailing was almost lost

(Vom view beneath the mud. However, he was unearth-

cd and overtook us before we reached the prairie.

While we were forming line and getting our rifles

loaded, an old darkey who had stolen himaelf from his

master and followed us some days, waH observed by the

Chaplain making a movement as for retreat. He accost-

ed him—" Well, Sam, now this war is all gotten up for

your benefit, you ought to take a gun and help fight

these rebels."

" Massa, I'se afcard theui big guns— I is, she'.

" But you must put hour trust in lioJ, and yon will

not be hurt."

" Ise dunno 'bout dat—but if you tinks I orter do it.
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why I'll jitt Lius do Lurd dis time an' du it, uiiyliuw "—
and getting uii old guu he organized himwclf into a dis-

tinct force, aud with " Ouss," gallantly .supported our

rear.

The rebel lortitications cousisted of u large three-story

atone barn surrounded by a atone wall four feet iu height,

with u ditch inHide running close along under the wall,

being doubtless intended at a rifle-pit. If these works,

however, were constructed as fortifications this idea was

probably drawn from a like brilliant conception of Gen.

Pillow's iu Mexico, viz : putiiny tht ditch inside the fort.

Their force occupying these works was estimated at

7,000. Ou the preceding Tuesday, they had been at-

tacked by a Union force of State Militia, but after a

short action the Militia were defeated with u loss of forty

in killed and wounded, when they retreated, leaving a few

prisoners in the hands of the rebels. In our plan of at-

tack, the place was to be approached ou three sides ; by

our brigade on the cast, and by two brigades of Gen.

13lunt's army—one ou the north aud tho other ou the

west. Owing to the rain which rendered the roads al-

most impassable for artillery, and difficulty of finding

our way through the woods on the preceding night, we

arrived after Gen. Hmjn'J' made his attack, and the rebels

retreating at ouco gave us nooppurtunily of part iei pal iij{^

in the battle, although we captured two prisoners on our

ari'ivai. Our wagons came in on the ovciiiug of the lith

and we imujediately moved about two miles north from

the town, and went into camp near the tinibei'. Having
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salt now, uud bieud also, we relished our meat much

better.

On the uioruiDg of the 7th we were suddenly called

into line—camp broken up, and wagoua loaded. After

a rapid march of one mile we halted—the wagons were

" parked " and the brigade formed in line of battle

—

cavalry on both flanks, and artillery in the centre
j a

skirmish Hue was then thrown forward towards some

timber in our front, and we advanced on an imaginary

enemy, through high weeds, frog-ponds, and corn-fields

—over ditches and fences—creating great commotion

among the rabbits, and carrying panic and death among

the frogs. After some three hours hard work at this, an

imaginary victory perched upon our banners, the rab-

bits were driven successfully from the field, the frogs

annihilated, when we returned triumphantly to camp

and slept on our arms, with orders to be prepared to re-

sume our march at any moment On the morning of the

8th, however, we again pitched our tents, and during the

day received orders to march the following morning at

daybreak.

We left camp at Newtouiu at 10 o'clock on the morn-'

ing of the 9th, and took the road loading to Oassville.

We had proceeded only about four miles when a heavy

rain commenced falling, which continued without intor-

mibsiou until next morning, rendering tlie roads ini)>assa-

ble for our wagunh, .lust at dark wo lil^'d oil to the

right from the main road a short distance, and bivouack-

td for the night in tlie woods. As usual, a rail fence
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furnished u« cicclleat lucl, but a« the rain slHI oonlumed
falling in torrents some trouble was experienoed in get-
ting fires to burn. Hut little effort was made to dry^oai
clothing, in conaequeuce of the continuance of the rain.

My boots were filled with water, and not being able to

pull them oir, 1 lay down beside a tree and elevated my
feet in order to allow the water to run out. I then
determined to seek shelter at a log house 1 had observed
ashcTt distance back on the road, and accordingly starts

ed. After many unfortunate mishaps in getting over
brush piles and logs in the darkness, i at length reached
the house, but was informed at the door that it had been
"appropriated for hospital purposes, and was filled with
sick men and nurses." On entering, I was somewhat
astonished at the great number and apparent activity of
the nurses, but unable to ,ee the, sick m,n. A number
oi officers were present, who manifested a concern for

the sick which I bad failed to observe on any previous
occasion. Whisky-toddies, and stewed chickens were
being prepared and disposed of for the benefit of the
sick by the nurses with a liberality which wa.s astonishing

Finding the room uncomfortably crowded, alter partak.
ing the hospitality of the chief nurse, (Lt. S.) 1 repair-

ed to a large barn on the opposite side of the road, and
after forcing my way through the 87tli Illinois, wl.ioh

seemed to have encamped bodily on th. lower floor.

climbed ro the .oc.md «tory, where I louml Surgeon>
RiBTiNE and liLANDiNU. Major Thompson, Oaptain
liATKS, and other.", ol our own, with a few oflieer.s I rum
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other regimeuts, lying in the dirty chati' and xtraw with

which the floor was covered. After lying down a few

minutes, the great annoyance from fleas and coldness oi'

the night, compelled me to get up and seek a fire.

Not being able to find accommodations at any that were

burning on the lower floor, 1 determined to inaugurate a

general conflagration where all could be accommodated.

I accordingly collected all the dry rubbish convenient,

and piled it up in a remote corner ; then procured a

brand, and, after getting the establishment well on tire,

gave the alarm. There was soon a commotion which

showed that all in that barn were not sleeping, but some

inconsiderate person defeated the enterprise before much

l)enefit was derived from my labor.

The rain having now somewhat abated, I returned to

camp, lay down on the ground and experienced a new fea-

ture in hydropathy—a sleeping-Uuh At daybreak, being

(luite hungry, I concluded to make an eflforl to procure

breakfast at the little town of Gadfly, which stood only a

.short distance from camp. In company with two other

oQxoers we proceeded to the most promising looking house

in the cluster of half dozen log huts that composed the

village. On entering we found the room already occu-

pied by a number of soldiers, and the lady of the houne

busily engaged in cooking corn-bread for them. How-

ever we determined to remain and await our turn for

breakfast. While doing so we were informed " that if

we wanted anything beside corn-bread we would have to

turnish ii ourbelvea," an she had uo provision* beiidu
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corn-mcal, ;iad no salt Lu hcuhuu that." Wc wore I'ur-

nished, however, by a .soldier proaeut, witli a ration ot

tea and sugar from his haversack, and as the men had

now discovered hogs in a pen near by, and were butch-

ering them, wc also added a pork>ateak to our scanty bill

of fare.

While preparing brcakla.-it the lady informed us that

her husband was a soldier in the ('onlederate army, and

would, she hoped, " shoot some of youons " for killing

her hogs and cow, whicli were at that niomeat being

slaughtered in tiie front yard. During breakfast we

were much annoyed by cliiokcns which in their endeavor

to escape from the soldiers who were pursuing them,

sometimes flew on the table an.l spilled our tea. When

we offered pay for our breakfast, the lady informed us

that " Lincoln money " would not be received— and as

wo had no Confederate money, we were indebted to a

soldier for the loan of a $f> bill on the "Kac Simile" bank,

which she received very thankfully.

Wc remained in camp here until the morning oi the

12th, when we resumed our march for Cassville, where

we arrived at 2 o'clock in the afternoon of the same day.
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CHAPTER rV. ^rf .4.... ,:.

Cassvillr — TiiR Sta'I'R Ei,k('T«)N — MAnrii to Pka

KlIXJK—EXCITEMKNT ANIJ A NlOHT iMa1!(;I1—TuiiNU's

OH. t)lU)KKS—FiiM) TlIK IvKlJKI, (JaMI* UUT NOT TIIK

llKllKI.S

—

jMySTEUIOUS MdVICiMENT.S

—

AnothKH NlCiin'

MaUCU—StEAMNO a Quil/r—(jAM.ANTltY OK AN OKKI

(!EK— MUDTOWN AND ()R0SS-1Io],L()\VS— OsA<;K SlMdNOS

— Unokfic'ial Account ok tiik (.'ami-aion.

We pitched our tents ou a high level piece of grouml

nearly half a luile due north of the town, with Silver

('reek running between. This is quite a handsome place

with a population, [ should suppose, ot about 250 inhab-

itants, and is the county-seat of Harry county. Thoro

were about thirty houses remaining in the place, many

having been burned—and ol the remaining thirty, seven

were occupied by families at the time we arrived. It is

sixty miles distant from Springlield, and an equal distance

from Fayetteville, Arkansas, on the direct road from tlu;

former to the latter place. The houses, both in the

town and on the farms in the vicinity, were of a much

better class than any we had before seen since leaving

Springfield, jjike most other cities ami towns in tli»

South, there was a large public square, in the centre ol

which stood the Court House, and on the lour sidc;<,

facing it, were all the business establishments of I he

place. In various jiarts uf the tnwii chimnfyi wcrt.-

9
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standing alone, marking tlie spot where houses had once

litood—Hil«nt mementos of the war.

It often occurred to uio while contemplating these.

and the desolation which vSurroundcd tliem, that an i;[)i-

taph would not be inappropriate—as that would com-

plete their grave-yard look. The epitaph miglit ap-

propriately read

—

IN MEMORY
OK TllK

FORMER RESIDENCE OF THE HON. JUDGE SMITH,

HEINU A I5UUNKD OKKKUINl,

ON TUB ALTAlt Ur

State Treason and Civil War.

The election commissioner from Iowa, J. L. J)avies,

Rscj., of Davenport, arrived on the liith, and we were

notitied that an election would be held for State officers

on the following day. Opposition to soldiera voting was

a new subject now thrown into the great boiling cauldron

ol politics in the northern States. Enemies of the

Union and sympathizers with the rebellion urged stoutly

that as United States soldiers in the regular army were

not allowed the right of suffrage, it would be a '' viola-

tion of the Constitution " for our citizens while in the

army to participate in the election of officers. Not sc,

however, with the loyal Legislature and people ol'

Iowa, who declared that those wiio had voluntarily peril-

ed their lives for their country, and who wen: tlo'ii an
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iluriii^' (lie liaidsliiiis ul war and tlio iluii^'or.s ul an mien

oncniy in the lield, should nut be denied the right ol

j

I'lcemcn iu lighting at the ballot-bux those whom they re-

garded as au eiiually dangerous eueniy at home. l>ut

[
alter the polls were opened it was louud there had been

. only one kind ol tieketii rurnished, and the men not be-

: longing to the politieal party which the tickets reprcscnt-

cd, were somewhat indignant that their friends at home,

hud not scut them tickets also. However, the election

passed oil quietly and speedily, and free from all kinds

,
of wire-working usual on such occasions.

On the evening ol the 13th lour houses in the town

I took tire and were burned down, uotwithstaudiug the

j

cllorts of a large concourse of soldiers to extinguish the

•

tire by thruwiny stunts at it ; au extraordinary display of

1 Gen. Totten's energy wa8 also witnessed on this occa-

j

siou, iu kicking a Missouri liieutenaut through the crowd

I because he threw stones at the wrong house.

i
The "Army of the Frontier" was here organized,

j

the 1st Division under Gen. libUNT, the lind under Gen.

I ToTTEN, and the ord under Gen. Ueuhon—Gen. SciKj-

FiELD commanding the whole. The ist Iow» Cavalry

! was transferred to the ord Division, and one battallion of

the (jtii Missouri (Javalry, under Major Montgomery,

took its place in the :iud Division.

On the murning of the 17th we lelt (jassville at 7

o'clock, iu the direction ot I'ayetteville, Arkansas, on

the Telegraph Road. We passed during the forenoon

better looking farms than t)n any previous day's marcdi.
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Fow ol liie lariii houses weic occupi(jd, and wc saw Inil

low fields under cultivation We passed unc or two

lields of cofLoii, but there was uo uppearauoe uf care un

the part of the uwuer to keep the weeds out—in fact

they were in u more flourishing condition than the crop.

We passed through the town of Keilhsville about uoou

without halting This was a very pretty village—con-

taining some half dozen houses, and as many chimneys

standing alone in various parts of the town.

One brigade of (Jen. Blunt's army was encamped

here when we passed through the town, consisting of

one regintent of Kansas mounted infantry, and two

regiment!* of Indians, also mounted, with a few pieces of

light artillery. I noticed a few of the Indians very well

clothed, but the greater portion of them had on uo other

garments than a profuse covering of paint, which was

j)Ut on for the double purpose of ornament and to desig-

nate the tribe to which they belonged. 1 observed one

fine athletic fellow whose only clothing consisted of a

huge sj)ur, fastened on his heel by a piece of rope, and

a small bell hanging to his nose.

After leaving tliis place our road lay through a very

hilly country, and more thinly settled. Reaching a ra-

vine, before ahcetidiug the hill on wiiich the battle of

I'ca llidge was fought, we were somewhat astonished at

the amount of labor which had been expended in lollinL,'

trees. The entire space of ground embraced between

the hills on either side, was covered with fallen timber,

which had be«u so arranged as to form an abattia.
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.Since tlie liattle, however, a road liaci bceu cut tlivou^li,

along wliioli we passed, and aaceuded au abrupt lull,

which brought us at once ou the battle-lield. Tlic hrst

object ol' iutereat which presented itsi 11', was the ground

on which the dead ol our own army were buried—and

many lueu from the 37th lllinoia regiment, who had par-

ticipated in the action, hastened to visit the graves ol

their comrades who had there fallen. Next, our atten-

tion was attracted to the trees, which bore evidence to

the terrible artillery tiring on the part of the rebels

—

and were also perforated with rifle balls; but the object

of chief interest was the house in which the rebel Gon.

McOuLLOOii had died, which was tlie headquarters of

the rebel army—where Gen. Price issued his orders

during the battle, confidently expecting to entertain his

antagonist after a short decisive battle and victory. It

was a large two story frame house, standing on the right

of the road as we reached the field, and hall a mile be-

yond the grave yard. There was a large old fashioned

sign swinging on the top of a pole, in front, ornamented

with a pair of Elk's horns, and underneath the word

" Tavern "—which we interpreted to mean " Elkliorn

Tavern." There were fields beyond, but the house was

almost entirely surrounded by timber, being not over an

acre of cleared ground surrounding it, and no fences ol

any kind—wo liere bivouacked for the uight

Next morning at 4 o'clock, marched two miles south,

wherft we pitched our tents, being much fatigued by our

twenty-eight mile march of the previous day.
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'f'lic iiioii wore enabled wliilc hcio to jiruriirr iiluiii

dance of wild game—deer, and wild turkeys

—

wliicli

euuld be constantly seen in the woods.

Much excitement exiated iu camp on the uight ol the

18th. Rumors were prevalent that a large rebel army

in two columns, was advancing to drive us back—one

Irom Fayetteville, and another Irom lluutsville, and that

the former had arrived and taken up its position at a

place called " Crosa-IIoUows," only (iightcen miles dis-

tant.

Orders were issued to have three day's rations in our

haversacks, and be prepared to move at a moment's no-

tice. We slept on our arms that uight, and eoulidcnlly

expected that our long hoped lor uicetiug with the rebels

would take place on the next day. Much care was taken

that each man should have his lorty rounds of ammuni-

tion, and an iuspeetion by eomi)uuy commanders ordered.

But on examination the men were found not only to have

their •' forty rounds,' but exUu ummunUwn in their

pockets. However, the uight passed oti quietly till

about '2 o'clock in the morning, when a ritie shot rung

out clear and distinct Irom our picket post ou the road,

which brought some of ui» to our feet suddenly, and

seizing our swords wo listened breath lesaly for the volley

which would ioUow, il' the enemy were uppircicliin;:

J)Ut as there was uu furtlier demonstrations we agiiin /ell

asleep, and did uol awake till daybreak.

The following day (20th) we received orders to be

prepared to march the same evening at 5 o'clock with
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three days' rations in havcrsaoks—leaving our tents,

knapsacks, and wagons behind—carrying only our blank-

ets, arma, ammunition, and haversacks. We accordingly

started at that hour in the direction of fluntsville, which

was distant lorty miles. We passed over a very rough

mountainous country, and had a disagreeable and hard

night march. The night was cool, and there was no

moon-light to guide us over the rough stony road, and

many ol' the men whose .shoes had been almost worn uut

iju our previous marches, were soon entirely barefoot

;

yet, with a fortitude not often seen in any other regi-

ment, they kept on, with bleeding, lacerated feet, deter-

mined to share in the expected battle.

About 2 o'clock in the morning we suddenly descend-

ed an abrupt hill, and found by the sounds in front that

our artillery were fording a considerable stream of water.

Hut as no time was allowed us for reflection as to its

probable depth—whether we wuuld have to wade or

swim—we soon found ourselves nearly waist deep, in a

swift current of cold water—the monotony ol a chilly

sensation and r,ho uncertainty as to whether we were

crossinj or had adopted the bed of the stream as a road

to travel on, was relieved occasionally by a sudden tum-

bling over a huge boulder stone, thus completing our

bath, liut by some, I regret to ,say, this blessing was

nut appreciated, and the second commandmeul (thou

shalt not take the name, &c.,) was violated. We after-

wards learned this was the War Kaglo, a tributary ol

White lliver. • ., . , . . ,. .
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Just before daybreak we halted tor a short time, as wc

.supposed for a tew miuutea rest, but afterwards learned

that some doubt was eatertaiaed at hcad(juurter« as to

whether we were on the right road. When day dawned

we found ourselves in a narrow ravine, with high preeipi-

tous hills, in which were imbedded huge overhanging

rocks, rieing on either side, and a large saw mill just in

front of us. The march was then resumed, and after

passing the mill a turnip patch was seen in advance ;
but

as strict orders had been given that no one should leave

the ranks tor the purpose of procuring provisions, or

'' oil any pretext lohateuer" our inventive genius at once

commenced devising ways and means by which to get

some of the tempting esculent, (^apt. H., however, was

the only one who succeeded in that enterprise, and 1

will venture to give his mode of doing so. Selecting a

few of his men on whom he could rely in such an under-

taking, he instructed them to get in advance, and secure

as many of the turnips as possible, before Col. Leake

came up, and it the Oolouel said anything, he (Capt. 11.)

would immediately order them back to the company, and

they should take no offence it he swore pretty hard at

them—but by all means he sure to yet the turnips. Ac-

cordingly when the Colonel discovered them he at once

rode up to the fence, but the hungry O.iptain was walch

• iug the proceedings closely, and at once shuuted " never

mind, Colonel, they are my men—d d if I don't

buck and gag every one of them!—Get out of that, you

thioviug Biumndreltf, and ennu; into your plaue^
!

I'll
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teach you to leave your oompauy and "jayhawlc" tur-

iiipa, you villains"—aud then, as they fell into their

places with their pockets full of the coveted luxury, he

joined them and received hia share.

About noon for some distance our road lay near the

brink of a precipitous hill, and some three hundred feet

beneath us we caught a glimpse for the first time of

White Hiver. But as we were on a forced march, aud

very much exhausted, no object of inteiest could be cu.

joyed, and W8 only gave it a passing glance as wo hurried

forward and were soon again in the pino woods, aud

among the cotton fields which lie in the low lands

bordering on that stream. As the sun was just

sinking from view, there came sounds of the heavy rapid

galloping of cavalry in our rear, and in a few moments a

column dashed past—the jaded horses covered with foam

—and were lost to view in the gloom of the thick lorost'

beyond. Then can^e a few pieces of light artillery, aud

as that thundered past at the utmost speed of the horses,

our pace was quickened, and all the fatigue of our past

twenty-seven hours hard marching vanished. On we

went—past farm houses whose bright cheerful lights

sometimes for a moment flashed upon us, and then again

left us in a deeper gloom—anon a slight deviation from

the beaten road, and we were precipitated into a ditch, or

scrambling through a brush pile—but the asnurance we

felt that the long sought enemy were now almost in our

grasp, gave us an energy that would have overcome any

ubstaole. We now passed a farm . house, uud as we

lU
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emerged from the cleared ground aud re-ontorcd the

foreat, came upon a large number of camp fires, and

heard far in advance an irregular discharge of rifte shots.

We were ordered to halt, and bivouacked for the night

in the camp occupied a lew minutes before by the rebels.

As usual, they had been notified oi our approach in time

to retreat. Our cavalry skirmished with them as far as

Huntsville, six miles distant— killing two and capturing

aeven prisoners. No regular order in encamping

was observed—each company selecting its own ground,

and in some instances several companies occupying the

same ground. Companies E, K and II, occupied a level

space between the end of a large barn aud creek, with

an abundance of good straw for bedding. However, we

were a little annoyed by a disagreeable smell during the

night which, as we discovered next morning, was caused

by the half decayed heads of cattle lying around us—

the spot having been uaed by the rebels as a slaughter-

yard.

At 9 o'clock on the following morning, (Oct. 22nd)

we moved one mile and again halted—this time in au

open field, where we remained during the day j various and

condictiug rumors as to movements of the rebels being

iu the meantime actively circulated. They were said to

be in large force at Huntsville, and prepared to give iiu

battle; and the opinion was prevalent tlint we wem

awaiting the arrival of Gen. Oeuhun'.'s diviaiuu (thw

3rd) before making an attack.

At 4 o'olook t. M ,
Ootobur 22nd, we w*r« oidor*d
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to be prepared to march ut u moment's notice, and a few

minutes later all were ready for a move The few

wagons and ambuhiuues which had accompanied uh were

sent forward to the head of tiie division, and our regi-

ment left to act UH rear guard

Just at dark we fell into line, and moved forward in

strict silence, for about half a mile—then halted. After

standing a few minutes, we observed large tires burning

some distance in advance, and on either side of us, but

the men were prohibited from leaving the ranks to warm

themselves at them, and becoming chilled from standing

in the night air, some enterprising individuals at-

tempted to get up small fires, but the attempt met with

disfavor from the commanding officer, who positively

forbid that anything should be done which would attract

the attention of the enemy. After the lapse of some

titteeu minutes, we again moved forward, but after pro-

ceeding a few rods, again halted—and other attempts at

getting up fires made, with a like result; another short

forward movement, brought us into a corn-field, and mys-

terious little fires sprung up all along the line, but being

in such close proximity to the larger ones on either side

of us, they were probably not detected, as no objection

was made to them. We were perplexed to know what

all the mystery of our movements meant—whether wo

were retreating, or advancing on Huntsville. Huge tires

were constantly springing up in every direction—fences

and stacks of grain were blazing, as well as timber in the

woods, and we knew by some of the lights in the distance,
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that houses were also being burned. If our movements

in the early part of the night were intended to bewilder

the enemy, and succeeded as well in that (juarter as they

did with us, it was a complete success. After about three

hours spent in this description of successive marches and

halts we had only advanced a distance of one mile, and our

patience was nearly exhausted.

During one of these halts, which happened immedi-

ately in front of a large frame house, I had taken a seat

on the fence opposite the door, when a lady came out in

her night dress and informed me that one of the men

had come into her room through a window and taken the

clothing off her bed, and she had just awoke as he was

leaving the room. She added that she was a " Union

woman "—that she had previously lost the greater por-

tion of her household goods by Missouri guerrillas, and

the clothing now stolen was all that remained for her bed.

Lt. —h, who was sitting near by, on hearing the case,

at once voluutocrcd to institute a search for the lost bed-

ding, and after escorting the lady to her room, proceeded

on his undertaking with a zeal that would have done

credit to u " detective." His first question, " who stole a

quilt?" delivered in a loud indignant tone elicited a

general laugh, and perhaps caused a little anxiety on the

part of some of the men to know if any more " quilts "

could be found in that neighborhood, as the article hap-

pened to be precisely what was most in demand. How-

ever, he afterwards adopted a more quiet mode of pro-

cedure, and after a search of about fifteen minutes re-
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turned in triumph, having found the *' quilt " secreted

in a corner of the fence. He restored it to the owner

through a hole in the window, receivins^ her thanks with

becoming modesty—little supposing that the lady enter-

tained any suspicions that he had been the purloiner

himself

Just at daylight on the following morning, having only

passed over the distance of five miles during the night,

our pace was quickened, and we marched rapidly until

near 5 o'clock in the evening, when we reached " Mud-

town," where we bivouacked for the night.

" Mudtown " was a village of some fifteen small log

houses, situated on the direct road leading from Spring-

field to Fayetteville, and the population, so far as I was

able to judge, did not exceed ten or twelve individuals.

There wore by-paths leading to the western entrance

to C!roi53-FIollows, seven miles distant, a favorite resort

for guerrilla bauds, from its being situated at the

intersection of a number of deep ravines, and well shut

in by an almost perpendicular wall of rocks and precip-

itous hills, with innumerable pathways leading to the

summit through crevices in the rocks—which enabled

sentinels to descend and give timely notice of the ap-

proach of danger to parties in the valley beneath. The

main road leading from Springfield to Fayetteville, passed

directly through it, and on account of its natural

strength, and the abundance of good spring water which

issued from its rocky sides, the place was much used as

a camping ground.



Jboifliows *'<](«»*' •»jiJ hi-.uifi ^Kivudf M^muhi n.i i''»rt"«u4

. ' -IS Uf

tOi., .- ... ... .

i,
- .'biup-)

,d«;i'iavjf>[u avbWJ !(,> n?«.' i>;'>?i!fjX':: ^0151 I'-b ^a^b'j^ (:i :iUi,.,

J'«j,«jt ;>*r;ii)>,i5: joi -jyVBie '' •)i

mb in hoJjtJit.: -u. "i'^ .p-'

.

;.:
'!"J

-qixfi.i v-iL' ;'.;. ..j;t:>cj ^sottI?? i^n <f-
f?^

f;,ii,i vjJ ':!..v :;,:f,iu:n i^l?^ ,fii!i!^ — 1;

iiaiJ.ci;^. i!:...i,^— «.*i)^<.i-i o:..i v; .I'Sii-'i-fji n^uoiil) •luijiU'

fiA bi'jiu ihum ^. ,;>.3L ':! '<. bi»ue,
"



78 -*» REC0LLE0TI0N8 OF '

-

liif ;'.»•} Having marched a distance of thirty-Hcvon milftSBinos

the previous evening, we were much fatigued, and hlopt

soundly that night.

. V On the lollowing moruiug we received orders to uiaroh

at 9 o'clock A. M., and as we had no rations to cook, or

,.. v; tents to strike, mechanically got out of our blanketw and

•

i
started at the appointed hour, with uo particular cere-

mony.

.^ ;
. After passing through Mudtowu, we struck off to the

I '.
;; I

left and had an easy march of thirteen mileii, over a leas

J. Ji.,: hilly country than that of the previous day, arriving in

camp at Ozark Springs at half past three o'clock P. M.

, ^.; . Soon after going into camp a cool north wind set in,

,: ; and our tents not yet having overtaken us troui Pea

Ridge, the men at once commenced gathering brush and

heaping it up near their fires in such a manner as to

shield themselves from the cold. Having so arranged

my brush pile as to allow sufficient room to lie down be-

. ^r. ;; tween that and the tire, I drew the cape of my overcoat

around my head, and was soon sleeping soundly. I was

awakened a short time before daybreak by the ravings ol

a private belonging to company K, who was delirious

from fever. On rising I found that a heavy enow-storm

uiwV I* ^-^'^ set in, which had extinguished the fires, and the

snow already covered the ground to the depth of two

inches. iSoou afterwards the whole caiup was atirrinu',

I, and large tires burning—the fuel, as usual, consisting of

rails taken from fences.

Our wagons came up during the day, bringing our
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tents and provisions—the latter much needed, as the ra-

tions we had carried with us were exhausted. The sun

came out warm, and the snow soon disappeared, but left

the ground cold and wet. We found a few sweet pota-

toes in a field near camp, which were well relished

after our long diet on government rations. By means

of " jayhawkiug," a necessary accomplishment, and by

this time well understood in our regiment, we were

also sometimes so fortunate as to have chickens, and

other delicacies on our tables. Apples were abundant,

but having been frozen, they were not much sought

after.

Keports came to us on the 25th that Gen. Herron

had defeated the rebels, capturing six pieces of artil-

lery, a number of prisoners, and a train of salt wagons

on their way to Fayetteville. This report induced me to

make some inquiries as to the object of our late mys-

terious movements, when the following unofficial infor-

mation was obtained

:

Gen. Blunt's command was composed of mounted

Kansas infantry and Indians, with a few cavalry regi-

ments ; being thus enabled to move with greater celerity

than either of the other divisions, he of course always

took the advance, striking the first blow, and if he found

himself unable to cope successfully witli a superior

force of the enemy, simply held him in chock until

the other two divisions could oume to his assistance. Wo

were thus kept almost continually on the move, and

eoaMioually, «a at Mewlouiu, after making a forced m&roli

-a, J .If
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arrived on the ground just in time to see Gen. Blunt

win a victory wliich our arrival secured to him, but for

which we received no credit.

When we left Pea Ridge for Huntsville, Gen. Her-

RON advanced on Gross-Hollows, driving a small rebel

force back to Fayetteville. Gen. liLUNT broke camp .

at Keithsville, and took up his line of march towardy

Fajetteville. After passing Mudtown, however, he sud-

denly wheeled off to the right towards Bentonvillo, thua

placing himself directly between the two rebel forces at

Huntsville and Fayetteville, with the other two divis-.

ions of our own army on either flank.

In the meantime the rebels at Huntsville, unaware of

the changed disposition of the forces under Gens. Blunt

and Herron—doubtless supposing our division the only

one in the vicinity—likewise determined on a '' tlauk
"

movement, by which they would pass our lel't, capture

our trains in the rear, and by uniting with their other

force in the vicinity of Fayetteville, make a combined

attack on HERRorf and defeat him before either of the

other divisions could come to his assistance.

They accordingly left Huntsville simultaneously with-

our arrival, and by making a detour to the left passed us.

But some hesitation in their movements now ensued, and

they bivouacked that night midway between HuntHville

and Bentonville. In the meaatime Hkhuon bad Ina-u

warily observing tho movements of eventtj, and after the

departure of our division towards Huntsville, with a cur-

reapouding advance uf Blunt in the direction of Bea>
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tonville, he determinetl uot to remaiu an idle spectator,

but add another link iu the chain of these already coni-

plicatcd " strategic " luovemeuts. The distance inter-

voniug, however, between him and the lield ol' operatiouB

was sixty miles. The sun had already gone down—the

night wa.s dark, and the roudo, I'rom their ub.scurity, iiii-

praoticable lor artillery. Nothing daimrcJ Ij^ iIi.m-.

obstacles, his resolution was at once iormed. liu.stily

ordering out hia cavalry, he put himselt' at its head with

trusty guides, and dashed off. His knowledge oi the

movements ol Gen. Maumaduke, (commanding the

rebels) obtained trom scouts, proved more accurate than

that possessed by Ulunt, who was now, notwithstanding

his thorough kaowledgo of border warlare—aided by two

regiments ol' Indian scouts—about to have his well laid

plans thwarted by the indomitable energy of this young

Iowa tactician, who perlormed his sixty mile ride in the

short space of eiyhl hours. The first intimation of com-

ing danger in the rebel camp was heralded by the clash

of sabres and pistol shots in their midst. The surprise

was complete, and no resistance made. In the confusion

each man thought alone of his own safety, and many

were so fortunate as to secure horses and escape, leaving

their entire camp efiuippage, artillery and trains, with a

large number of prisoners iu the hands of our cavalry

Maumaduke succeeded iu rallying a small portinu nl

hiy command, with which he retreated towards Jionton

ville. Jiut another disagreeable surprise yet awaited

him, u8 liliUNT'tJ forces lay directly ou Ins rouie (Ju

11
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arriving at Bcutonville, thcrelbro, instead of meeting the

expected aupport of his co-operating torcea, he found

himself suddenly confronted by that officer, who contin-

ued the pursuit to Fayetteville. Gen. Blunt's chagrin

at being thus outwitted, and having a victory almost

within his grasp unexpectedly snatched from liim, was,

no doubt, equal to Marmaduke's surprise. The flight

of the rebels continued beyond lisston Mountains, whitli-

er they were followed by the Indians, who ceased their

pursuit and annoyance only when the Arkansas lliver

placed the panic stricken fugitives beyond their rcacli.

The immediate results growing out of this brief cam-

paign, were of vast importance to the inhabitants in the

region of country lying along the southwestern border of

Missouri, as they were now relieved from the presence of

this formidable body of marauders under command of Gen.

Marmaduke, who had long infested it—and whose

depredations had been a source of continual annoyance.

Having their headquarters at Huntsville, with lines south

to Fort Smith, they were enabled to make frequent in-

cursions into Missouri—penetrating at times almost as

lar north as Springfield. It was the main body of this

Name force under Col. Coffee which wc encountered at

Nowtonia early in October, and who fell back ironi that

place, followed as I'ar as Koithsvillo by (.Jon. Hf.ijnt
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AnOTHKU NKMIT MaUCII—FAYKTTliVII-LK OCCUI'IKD— I)l8-

M'l'OlNTMKNT—" JaYIIAWKINCI " A NKCKSISITY—I'll,KA

<;iNU

—

Inexplicablk Conduct ov ouu CoMMANDiiKs -

riuuDEiN Evacuation ok the Plack—Ouu Sick Ahan-

DONKD, WHO FAI,L INTO THE HANDS Ob" THE UeUELS-

llETUttN TO Misaouiu

—

Keitusville Bukned—Mauch
TO Mauionsviixe.

A deep anxiety prevailed in regard to the movcmenth

oi Generals Blunt and IIeruon who were still iu the

neighborhood of Faycttoville. lluiuorti were current

that the former had mot with a alight roversc and had

been compelled to fall back from Bentonvillc. Conse-

quently when we received orders at 8 o'clock P. M., Oc-

tober 27th, to march immediately, no surprise was Iclt

and wc at once concluded that we were to hasten to his

assistance to take part iu another combination oi " strat-

egical movements " by which, as usual, wc were destined

to perform the labor while the other divisions would reap

the honor. Wo accordingly, after a hasty preparation,

sot out in a southwest direction.

The fall season was well advanced and tho nights were

cold and chilling; but tho o7th Illinois being in the ad-

vance wo were well supplied with fires, a.s lliat rogimcut

were proverbial for frequent rests and a vague idea as to

the utility of leaving fences or other combustible matter

; .Jii-.:

.
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ill theii rear. The country over whicli wc pasHod during

the nij^ht wats much braken, but at the approach oi day

we intersected the direct road from Springfield to

I'^ayottcville, which was bordered by liuc larni.s, the hiud

Icbs rugged but still presenting some of the desolating

effects ol war in the smouldering ruins of mills, dwel-

lings, and deserted farms. At daybreak our march waH

(juickened, the battery was hurried to the front, regi-

ments began closing up, and we were conviuced a crisis

was at hand. Continuing our march without hearing the

report ot artillery we began to hope that the 2ud divis-

ion had out-maucuvered or out-marched the 1st and 3rd,

and if lighting was to be douc, we would have the glory

of participating in it. But, alas, our hopes were again

doomed to disappointment. Wheu within two miles ol

Fayctteville, wc lieard the heavy booming of those twelve

pounders, which so animated us at Newtonia, but wliich

told us plainly enough we were again too late. Halting

when we had arrived nearly in the suburbs of the town,

weary and disappointed, wc flung ourselves down by the

roadside, listening to the sounds of battle as it gradually

died away in the distance towards Boston Mountain.

Remaining here till 2 o'clock P. M., we were marched

through the village, bivouacking in a ravine on the west

side. The first objects of interest that here caught (^r

attention on halting, were a number oi swine, which had

failed to imitate their owners in running away, and as wc

had been disappointed in smelling rebel gunpowder,

were amply compensated in feasting on rebel pork, and
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the rich abundance of vegetables from gardens in the

vicinity, falling upon the inhabitants generally lor

eoutributionn of milk, butter, coru-br-ad, preaorvcs, jel-

lied, *tc., they were promptly furnislied, aw a refusal to

comply would probably have been lollowed by greater

loss. The dainties thus provided through the fears of

our scccsh friends, notwithstanding they were the pro-

ductions of rebel soil, and gathered from rebel cellars

and cupboards, were found well adapted to loyal palates

alter a weary march and long fast. The sumptuous re-

past thus furnished us by the intensely disloyal citizens

of this town, will ever be held in grateful remembrance

by the 20th regiment.

IJy our frcciuent long and hasty marches, our commis-

sary department had become nearly exhausted, and iis

sufficient rations could not be regularly drawn from that

quarter, "jaybawking" had become a part of every

man's duty for his own preservation for the time being,

l^ach man, therefore, provided his own commissariat.

By this course wo were relieved from the necessity of

making " provision returns," and the services of an issu-

iug clerk were entirely dispensed with. We drew from the

inhabitants by their fears— /ram hen-roosts by the tall

—and thus made amends for the (juartermaster's neglect

in not giving us boof.

While some of tho soldiers of the brigade wore thus

engaged in providing for the culinary department, there

were many i thers busily employed in examining into the

affairs of merchants and dealers who had carelessly
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abandoucd their places of buainoas without lockinj^ the

doors. This, some of our men thought, indicated an

unwarrantable recklessness on the part of dry goods and

grocery merchants and they at once proceeded to act as

executors dc aon tort, and I will do them the justice to

say that their work was thoroughly done. In some of

the stores bolts of muslin, silks, ribbons and fancy goods

were lying indiscriminately about the floor, among sliov^

els, pitchforks, nails, and crockery-ware, over which

large numbers of soldiers were constantly passing and

rc-passing in search of articles more useful for camp pur-

poses. In the postoffice, which had been hastily aban-

doned on our approach, many "relic-hunters" were assem-

bled, eagerly examining the letters which had been left

—

and when an epistle from some gushing " moon-struck "

secesh lover to his sympathetic female friend was found

and read aloud to the crowd of eager listeners, shouts of

applause followed, and as the articles were being disposed

of by auction, the letter was bought by the highest bid-

der, who paid for it with " Fayetteville scrip," a local

currency which was found in abundance in all the stores.

A few private dwellings were also entered by men ol

other regiments, and acts of a disgraceful character per-

petrated. The citizens who remained after our entry

into the place, all claimed to be '* good Union men," but

in our jourucyings through the soutli wc never cncouii_

tered one who did not disclaim all sympathy with the

rebellion, but whom his neighbors, in their zeal to prove

their own loyalty, would assure us was a " persecutor of
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Union men." We soon came to the conclusion that all

southern men who were nut in our own or the rebel army

were true to neither, but changed their prolessious in

accordance with circumstancea. This indiscriminate

plundering, therefore, although against tlie strict orders

ol' our commanding general, and deprecated by all the

order-loving men of our own regiment, we never felt any

inclination to check, unless on duty for that purpose.

After enjoying the hospitalities of our kind friends at

Fayetteville until 8 o'clock on the morning of the oOth,

we were suddenly ordered to prepare for marching im-

mediately. Accordingly within an hour from the recep-

tion of the order, after placing several of our men who

were sick in hospital, we hastily departed, and after a

rapid march of eight hours arrived at the camp wc occu-

pied before going to Fayetteville.

Why we moved back in such haste, leaving our sick

to fall into the hands of the rebels, who entered the

town on the south-west while we were leaving it on the

southeast, is still a mystery to me. At the time some

of us supposed it to be a brilliant •' strategical " move 1

but as no corresponding brilliant results were developed

from it, I now believe that it may be classed with other

of somebody's pleasantries—or blunders—which kept

us continually on meaningless hard service.

The position of the other two divisions o( our army ul

the time of our departure was a matter oi wonie sixicula

tiou. Wc learned, however, that in his engagement on

the morning ol our arrival at Fayetteville, (ien. 1>lunt
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had killed thirteen rebcln, and captured a number ol'

prisuncrs, with a loss on hi8 part of one horbo only.

The 2nd and 8rd divisions of the "Army of 1 lie

Frontier," was now placed in position extending on u linu

from Iluntsville to Cross-llollows, and tlie Ist temporarily

at I'rairie Creek, some distance west of JJentonville— wlniro

we awaited future movements oi the enemy.

We remained in camp al Osage Springs until Novem«

bcr 2nd. Nothing occurred during our stay worthy ol

note, except that the monotonous routine of camp duties

was sometimes relieved by startling rumors of bold ex-

ploits by liiiUNT'a command, and great activity on the

part of our indefatigable wide-awake "jayhawkers," to

whoso perseverance our tables bore unmistakable evi-

dence.

In the latter part of October orders were received horn

Oen. Curtis at St. Louis, by which the 2ud and ;h(l

divisions were recalled from Arkansas. Accordingly on

the morning of November 2nd, our regiment broke camp

at Osage Springs at l(i o'clock A. M., and sot out in

the direction of Keithsville. We had an easy

march of thirteen miles, and bivouacked at the junction

of the Fayetteville and Huntsville roads, in an old cot-

ton tield at 4 o'clock in the altertioou—our place of

encampment being called " I'^ord's Farm."

We remained in camp hero until 1 o'clock IV M , uIj

the following day, when our march was resumed on tin;

road leading to Keithsville. After a rapid njarcli of

seventeen uiiles, over a dusty road we arrived at that
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place at 8 o'clock the same evening, where we bivouack-

ed for the night.

Keithsville, since our previous visit, had been the

scene of much commotion, and was now a mass of ruins.

By information received from one of the residents, still

remaining in the locality, we learned that a party of

guerrillas had attacked a mail carrier while passing

through the town a few days previous to our arrival, on

his way from our army to Cassville, severely wounding

him. The carrier, however, succeeded in escaping to

Oassvillc, pursued almost to the picket line at that place

by the guerrillas, where he reported the outrage to Maj.

Montgomery, commanding the post. The Major at

once despatched a squad of the Gth Missouri Cavalry to

punish the offenders, who, not finding the guerrillas, re-

taliated OD the citizens, by reducing the town to ashes.

llesumiug our march from Keithsville at 7 o'clock on

the following morning we found many of the fine farm

houses which we had passed on our previous march from

Oassvillc, now in ashes. The hand of desolating war

had by this time began to press heavily on this region of

country, and its effects were now becoming visible. We
passed Cassville without halting, but did not fail to ob-

serve, however, that the Court House, whose walls iiad

80 often reverberated with the voice of eloquence and the

decrees of justice, and where each oppressive wrong re-

ceived its juat retribution, had now been converted to the

double use of a stable and military prison—being occu-

pied jointly by Conl'ederate prisoners and nmles. A
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distinction had been made in favor of the mulea, who
occupied the ground floor, while a few guerrillas and
desperadoes were closely guarded in the upper roonia.

Strange asaociation, but perhaps not inappropriate.

Leaving this village, wo followed the direct road to

Springfield—wading Silver Creek, which we found
" navigable for boots," seven times in a march of four

miles—and at 8 o'clock in the afternoon bivouacked at

Camp <« Three Widows." This camp is twelve miles

north of Cassville, and derived Us name from its being
located on part of throe farms ucoupied by three widows
of rebel officers. Our men were much fatigued on this

twenty miles march, as the day was warm and few halts

made to rest, yet the cheering anticipations of soon leach-

ing Springfield—the hope of meeting the " payma^,ter"

—and the bright visions of greenbacks, crinoline and
civilization, measurably overcame our fatigue. But the

following morning, shortly after resuming the march,

our course was suddenly changed to the northwest, and

all these bright visions of rest, civilization and money van-

ished into thin air.

We marched on the 5th about twenty miles over a

good road, with many well improved farms on cither side,

and water more abundant—encamping at Mariousvillo at

half past four o'clock i^. M.
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'^ CHAPTER VI. . ' - - .^u*---'-'

MAKIONtiVILLE — ItS CnARACTEllISTICS — IIabDSIIIPB KN-

DUUKD RY A LOYAL FAMILY—A FOUCED MaUCII—BAT-

TLE Ground of Wilson's Cheek— Continue the

Mauch—" Violation of Okdeus" — Men fall ex-

hausted BY THE ROAD8IDE—AiUUVE AT OZARK—WllY

THE Mauch was made.

MarioDsville is a village of humble proportions, com-

posed entirely of log houses, and situated on a hill near

Honey Creek, about twenty-six miles from Springfield.

Being almost entirely hid from view by a heavy growth

of timber, the traveller, if unacquainted with the coun-

try, could not find it except on a close search. The

rough, uncouth, irregular appearance of the whole vil- •- ,.;

luge would almost make one think it had grown up with

the forest and formed part of it. We uuly became

aware of its existence, although camped for two days

within four hundred yards of it, by seeing women ped-

dling corn bread and ginger-cakes in camp. On enquir-

ing where they lived, they answered " in that town over

thar," pointing to the forest beyond the creek, and 1 was > t ).

amply compensated for my vi.sit to the place the same ; ,«, .

evening, by a view, for the first time in my lift, ot an :
'

entire village built ot unhewn logo If any ot our read- ^ -, ,.

ers desire a quiet residence, perfectly secluded from all

the cares or annoyances of civilized society, this place
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has greater claims on their couaidcratiuu tliaa auy we

have ever met. Womeu, children and dogs occupied the

houses prouiiscuously, and their furniture, formed with

an eye to utility und durability, hud been mauulacturcd

alone by the axe and the maul. Honey was furnished

us in abundance from carts made entirely of wood and

drawn not unfrequently by teams consisting of a coio

and mule yoked toijether ! ! The wheels of these carts

were manufactured from a section of a tree sawed eight

inches long, and being uneven in their thickness gave u

peculiar niotion to the vehicle nut unlike that of a small

boat in rough water, and an unmusical screeching most

harrowing to the feelings. A brisk trade was carried on

by the natives with our camp, giving it quite a market

appearance. We have been thus particular in describing

the manners, customs and appearance of this village as

it may serve in a great measure for many other of the

villages through which we passed.

While encamped here I became acquainted witli a

young man named Phillip Allen, a soldier belonging to

the 6th Missouri Cavalry, who gave me the following ac-

count of the hardships suffered by his family since the

breaking out of the war :

The family owned a well improved farm of three hun-

dred acres three miles southeast from Cassvillo, and worn

living in very comfortable circumstances. His father,

on the breaking out of the war, took an active part in

opposition to the rebellion, and his less wealthy neigh-

bors at once made this a pretext for robbing him. A
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FIELD SERVICE. 93

oompany hud beoo organized in the neighborhood foi-

homo service in the Confederate cause, and his liorses

were first seized by them on the plea that they wcro

needed in the service, and the act ju-tifiod by asserting

that he " vcas a d d Yankee sympathizer, and had

no right to stay in the country, any how." On the fol-

lowing day his cattle were taken and sold to the Confed-

erate quartermaster at Springfield, and his elder brothers

notified that unless they enlisted in the Confederate army

they should be hanged. They, however, declined doing

so, and taking their rifles at night fled to the adjoining

county, where they became connected with a small baud

of young men who like themselves had been driven from

their homes, and were compelled in self-defence to adopt

a " bushwhacking " life. As their numbers increased

they were enabled sometimes to assume the ofi"ensivc,

and inflict summary vengeance on their oppressors.

The guerrillas now charged the father with aiding the

Yankees, and ordered him to leave the country in three

days, on penalty of death. On the second day after serving

this notice, they returned and shot him dead while sitting

on the porch in front of his house. They then robbed

the premises, and after setting the house on fire decamp-

ed. By the exertions of the mother and daughters some

of the outbuildings were saved, and also a small portion

of the household goods. On the next day these facts

were communicated to the absent sons, who returned at

once with a number of their comrades, and proceeded

late at night to inflict summary vengeance on the villains
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who had perpctratod the outrage. They auccccded the

the same night in capturing eighteen of the guilty party,

who resided in the neighborhood, and hanged them.

This prompt retaliation had the effect oi' frightening the

remainder into leaving the county, but as they subse-

quently attempted to revisit their families, they were

nearly all either hanged or shot by the brothers and their

friends. But his mother had died from the etTeots of

the shock experienced at the violent death of her hus-

band, and the subsequent hardships and exposures en-

dured by the family. The farm had been stripped of

Btook, fences and farming implements, and with the ex-

ception of one or two small log huts, formerly used as

negro quarters, but now occupied by the family, was des-

titute ol any indications of its former high state ol cul-

tivation and beauty.

This is only one instance among hundreds which might

be enumerated showing the effects of the " reign of ter-

ror " in Missouri, when men seemed to delight in shed-

ding their neighbors' blood on the slightest pretext, and

robbery and murder was of such frequent occurrence as

to create no surprise, or little comment.

Wo received marching orders on the morning of Octo-

ber 10th, and left Marionbvillc to its enterprising ven-

ders of '* corn dodgers " and ginger-bread, at 7 o'clock

A. M., taking the road leading to Sprint^fi.'ld, whiob wc

followed as far as VVilsun'a Creek, over a.s tine praine

land as I had yet seen since leaving Iowa As we near-

ed Springfield high hopes were again excited thai our
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destiuatioa was that place, and a degree of Batislaotioo

waa felt which rendered the march aa far as Wilson's

Creek not only easy but pleasant. We arrived on the

battle ground of Wilson's Creek at noon, where we made

a halt of about an hour. The time waa improved by

some in washing the dust from our faces and filling can-

teens at the creek, and by others in strolling over the

ground made memorable by the death of the brave and

gallant Lyon, and where Iowa valor first became promi-

nent in the war. The objects of particular interest rela-

ting to the battle were pointed out by Captains Altman

and Coulter, and Adjutant C S. Lake, who were

members of the 1st Iowa, and present at the battle.

The ground was much broken by hills, and covered with

a heavy growth of timber, but on ascending a lofty bar-

ren ridge wo obtained a good view of the whole ground.

Below, on the level ground, was the site of the rebel

camp previous to the battle, and beyond was the corn-

field in which was placed the well served battery of Gen.

ToTTEN, which hurled its death-dealing tihot and shell

into the rebel ranks; and a little further to the east the

ground over which the Ist Iowa was led by Gen. Lyon,

and where that brave officer fell. All around was to be

seen the evidences of a hard fought battle. The bleach-

ing bones of horses, and fragments of shell, wore scat-

tered over the ground, and the scarred trunks of trcea

bore evidence to thu efficient manner in which the bat-

tery was served.

At half past one o'clock wo prepared to resume the
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'

march—the opinion that Springfield was our destination

having now become so prevalent that a " disbeliever
"

would have been scouted for any expression of doubt on

the subject. We had proceeded but a few hundred

yards, however, when having entered upon the Spring-

field road, our course was suddenly altered to the south-

east, and with depressed spirits we saw the telegraph

wires, which had called up recollections of home, disap-

pear as we turned ofl' into a more obscure thoroughfare.

The gloom of disappointment was not only seen in the

countenances of the men, but was visible in our motions

—and instead of the former light buoyant step, our

march now assumed a sort of funeral tramp. Every one

was impatient and out of humor, and expression to the

general discontent found vent in various ways. One ol

our men had died in an ambulance, and in order to ac-

commodate others who were sick, the body was placed

on one of the quartermaster's wagons. Orders had been

given that the men should not be permitted to ride on

the wagons, and in passing this one our quartermaster

discovered the foot of the dead man hanging over the

side of the wagon. Dashing up and seizing the foot, he

demanded in an angry tone, " what he was doing there"

—and ordered him, with an oath, to get down and walk

or he would have him placed under arrest lor " violation

of orders." His chagrin on learning that the man was

dead, and therefore no longer amenable to " orders

"

fully atoned for his rudeness—and during the remainder

of this long march his forbearance was so remarkable
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that I noticed some of the wagons well filled by live men.

We had now marched twenty-four miles since morn-

ing, and becoming exceedingly fatigued looked anx-

iously for indications of going into camp. Groups of

men from the advance regiments could be seen sitting

in the corners of fences or lying prostrate on the ground,

unable to proceed. Mr. Clark, our Drum Major, who

had on no former march shown symptoms of fatigue, here

fell exhausted by the wayside. He was sent to the hos-

pital at Springfield where he received his discharge.

Cavalry had been detailed as a rear guard, with in-

structions to arrest any of the men who were found ab-

sent from their regiments, but their prisoners soon

became so numerous that the position of the parties was

reversed, and the stragglers placed the cavalry under

arrest—taking possession of their horses. There were

squads of men bivouacking that night at short intervals

the whole distance from Wilson's Creek to Ozark—twelve

miles.

After nightfall the whole command appeared as if dis-

organized. Regimental distinctions were lost sight of for

the time being, and men marched where and in what-

soever manner was most convenient—cavalry, artillery

and infantry—and all uniting in abuse of Gen. Totten,

who it was asserted had made a bet of live hundred dol-

lars that his infantry would out-march his cavnlry ! This

report becoming widely ciruulated and behoved, the pre-

vious feeling of animosity toward the General was intcn-

siticd, and men belonging to another regiment in our bri-
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gadc made open throata ot assasbiaating him—a few ac-

tually concealing themselves behind trees on the roadside

to await an opportunity to do so as he rode past, lieiug

at the head of the division, however, these would-be as

sassins were spared the commission of a crime so foul.

Marching through heavy timber, over ari obscure road,

but little advantage was derived from the feeble star-light,

and our only guide at times was the rumbling of the ar-

tillery wheels in advance. We were therefore under the

necessity of hurrying forward that this guide might not

be lost, gaining a few moments of rest occasionally when a

caisson became entangled among the timber. At one of

these halts Lieut. — r, commanding Company I, becom-

ing impatient at the delay, declared his belief that the

Army of the Frontier was " played out," and determined

before proceeding further to take a nap. He according-

ly witli his company lay down in tho road and was soon

sleeping soundly. In the meantime the left wing moved

forward, leaving all the companies in rear of " I " waiting

as usual on the advance to move ; but the lieutenant was

now resting calmly from all his fatigues, and perfectJy

oblivious to the angry impatience of Capt. H., who finally

resolved to go forward and ascertain what was detaining

the regiment. Finding Company " I " asleep in the road

and the left wing of the regiment gone forward, his

" wrath was kindled," and after administering to flio tlo-

linciucnt.^ a reproof in such good ViUglish invective as put

further sleeping out ol the «|uestion, he hurried past, and

by " quick " and " double-quick " overtook us before wo
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'^ FIELD aJiUVlOE. - '-N-t of m
rcuohod Ozark. ()u joining the rogiiuout lie prcluircd a wn

loqucat tliat Lt. Col. Leake would put the lieutunaut

and his company under arrest, but the colunel disregard-

ed the suggestion and dismissed the aflair with a reproul -i.

tu the lieutenant.

We reached Ozark late at night, with less than one : ! . iiiy

hundred men, and encamped near the town on the banks -

ui' Finley Creek. After halting Lieut. Col. Leake pass- • f J^u

cd along in front of the regiment to ascertain if there "'-ny 'du

were men enough present to fill a detail for division iu' :;

guard called for by Gen. Totten ; finding the whole .. i;- "*^:

number present too small for the purpose they were • ,* "*

allowed to " break ranks" and go in search of fuel ; our ' 'o ' uf

search resulted as usual in finding a rai7 /ence which M-'.r.i.Hi

was appropriated, and fires were soon blazing, around

which we soon foil asleep—forgetting in olir excessive

fatigue the guawiugs of hunger. Our men who had

been unable to reach camp with the regiment came up

early on the following morning, as also our tents and

camp ciiuippage.

We had made a march of thtrli/-fivG miles in less than

twelve hours—the powers ol endurance of the division

had been taxed to its utmost capacity to meet the require^

mcnts of the case—and now we naturally looked about

us to ascertain the necessity for this most extraordinary

movement. After some inquiry, 1 must confess consid-

erable astonishment at learning it had originated in a

simple rumor to the effect that the post at " Clark's

Mills," on the road leading from Springfield toForsytlie,



.aojvja:** iUiiJ'4

ijiii

ni^^.iiji -.; .iJ^v? i;..:'', J
' -ft" '.'• '''^< ^>>

Hi,-j,t;<i ^rf) ao • ,
v.»..i.u;(

\iiiiA otl*^ Hom uiO ):?;i.wi! Vi •^!i'«)4..;'^ m4* a:J?j-!

yMUlii:: -. 'Ut vUt;J.^v, h yr>] (r,;h-. .-.^ o; .-.:



100 yv,
, RECOLLECTIONS Uf i' I

had been suncudcrod to a Ibrcc of the cueiny, who were

reported to be advancing on Springfield ! Notwitbataud-

ing the merited censure due the perpetrators of thiH out-

rage, no murmurs were heard from our men wlio Lad

patiently endured it, but we felt that while subject to

such ageless service, the subjugation of the South, so far

as our assistance went, lay very far in the future.

On our march to this place the attention of Gen.

ToTTEN was attracted to the fact that many of our men

were without shoes, and as he seldom " did things by

halves," he now issued an order that every man iu the

division should be immediately supplied with two pairs

of shoes ! But as the quartermasters had none to issue

the order was regarded by them as a " pretty good

joke," and no further attention paid to it.

\^^: -vvK/j'
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CHAPTER VI I. >. .'.^:( i

Anotiieu Rumor and Anotiieu March—Go to Finley,

WHEN Another Uumou rhinos iia rack—Bivou\ck in

THE Mud—The Chai'Lain turns "Jayhawker"—
"Guss" GETS Poisoned—March to Camr Lvon—

A

Change of Commanders—Thanksqiving Day—Or-

dered to Arkansas—A Forced ^Iarch op One Hun-

dred AND Twelve Miles in Three Days.

We were eucamped od the north side of the town, our

brigade (the 2nd) occupying grounds near the centre oi'

the division. A large force of Missouri troops were also

assembled here—their camps being situated in rear and

west of the line formed by our division. The Block

House stood on the summit of an abrupt hill, facing us,

on the cast, with the town adjoining it on the south.

The position of our regiment enabled us to have a good

view of all the various objects of interest by which we

were surrounded. The camps, with their long lines of

white tents whose bright frost-covered cones glistened in

the morning sun, stretching away in undulating lines to

the east and west, while the air was vocal with strains of

martial music swelling up from brigade and regimental

bands at reveille—accompanied by the report i'ruiu a

small howitzer at the block house—ushered in our tirst

morning at the post. The only serious drawback on the

scene, and one which invariably accompanied our reveille,
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was the unharmoniouB sounds proccediug iroin the thiuui.-,

oi six hundred hungry mules, who knew by iuHtiud tliut

the hour for feeding was at hand, and deterniiuod that a

negloot on the part of the drivers to attend to their

wants should not arise from an omission on theirs tu

make them known.

The town itself was small—containing perhaps twenty
houses of the smallest dimensions, which were for the

most part occupied by the families of men doing duty at

the block house and post.

As marching orders were daily expected, our sick men
were sent to Springfield, and Lt. Ool. Leake made
another inefiectual effort to procure shoes for those oi

the men who were barefoot. We had now marched
since leaving Rolla, over roads of the worst character,

five hundred and twenty miles, and the only shoos which
had been furnished us were those drawn at Clinton be-

fore leaving Iowa.

On the morning of November 14th, in consequence of

a rumor that Hartsvillo was threatened, we left Ozark—
going in a northwest direction. We bivouacked at 7
o'clock the same evening in a newly cleared field, nine

miles from Ozark, and resumed our march on the follow-

ing morning
; but after arriving at Finley, five miles fur-

ther on, the rumor was found to be without foundation

and wo went into camp. No further alarms occurring to

frighten Gen. JiuowN at Springfield, wc remained in this

camp during the 16th, and were victimized by a rumor
originating among ourselves, to the eflect that we were
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here to pass the winter. We at once set about cou-

structiug " winter quarters," and after a laborious day

spent in carrying stones and building chiuiueys in our

tents—working in the rain to accomplish the work-

were ordered the same night to prepare to march on the

I'ollowing morning;.

We left camp at Pinley and commenced our return

march in a drenching rain—the roads being in the worst

possible condition. Passing through Ozark at half past

3 o'clock P. M,, without halting, we pushed on—splash-

ing through mud and wading innumerable small creeks,

now much swollen from the rain, which fell faster as

night approached. About 9 o'clock at night our pro

gress was suddenly checked by coming upon the wagon

train of the first brigade, which wc found stuck fast in

the mud and blocking our way. As the rain still con-

tinued, with no probability of the \fragous being immedi-

ately extricated, we made preparations to bivouack for

the night. There being rail fences on either side of us,

and several stacks of unthreshed wheat straw close by,

our preparations were soon completed. The straw fur-

nished us excellent bedding, and by expending some lit-

tle '< Yankee " skill the same material provided shelter,

while the rails served to keep up large fires during the

night. We slept soundly until near daybreak, when W(^

arose from our " whcaten couches " and prepared again

to breast the sea of mud which the wagon trains and

rain had left in advance of us. Our rations havintr boon
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consumed during the previous day, Imuger was now ad-

ded to the other disagreeable teature.s of the march.

On the preceding day, being out of rations, the Chap-

lain (Rev. U. EuERiiART,) and Lt. Cavendish determin-

ed to avail themselves of the policy recommended by Gen.

BuRNSlDE, and " subsist off the catniy." The Chaplain

being mounted was enabled to leave the main road and

forage on the inhabitants aomc distance from our line oi

march, but his conscientious scruples had iicretofore been

a great drawback on the business. Starting off on this

occasion, however, early in the morning, with the solemn

declaration that " jayhawking from rebels was preferable

to starvation," that he " believed it would be no siu,"

and " that he intended in the future to show less lenien*

cy to the families of those in arms against our govern-

ment," we expected to sec him return in the evening with

an abundant supply of rations, and in case ho should be

unable to carry it all, we despatched "Guss" to assist

him. After "jayhawking" all day he returned in the

evening with one canteen filled with " buttermilk," for

which he had paid twenty cents, " to an excellent old

sister." We decided to reserve this until next day,

hoping in the meantime some interposition of "good luck"

would provide us bread also. The milk was left in care

ot "Guas," who was charged by the CliMjilain (u he,

"vigilant lest some ot the men should takf it hnm liiii, ,"

but '• Guss " becoming hungry during the night, allow-

ed his appetite, as usual, to overcome his honesty, and he

drank the milk. It proved an unlucky affair lor him, as
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the milk was poisuaed, aud he narrowly escaped death ,^ 'j.m

from its eflects. I never knew " Guss " to steal milk jj.r,,.,,^*

after this occurrence, nor the Chaplain "jayhawk" it vm
from "excellent old sisters" at the rate of twenty cents

j, ^, ,.

yer pint ! .^

'

.., ., _.

llesuming our march we reached " Slippery Bottom
, t,; , ,

Creek" at 8 o'clock A. M.—the most appropriately .j^,. .

j,

named creek I had ever met with. A temporary bridj^e
, ,. , -j .,^

had been constructed by boards laid across, the ends , , .

joining aud resting on large smooth boulder stones ; in /,:,-•

crossing on these, which many attempted to do, they were .^ , ^. ..j.

found better adapted for the purpose of a '' plunge bath" ;,, ,
'

than bridge. Those who waded were no more fortunate, ^y.

as the bottom of the creek was covered with large smooth ..j ; ;. „

stones on which we slipped, and were treated to as good , ,. ,.
j

a bath, but with less plunye. Alter crossing we found
,;t^5^,n;.v..i

the first brigade resting at Robinson's Mill, on the oppo- ,, . ;,, .,,4

site side, from whom Lt, Col, Leake procured a few ,,.,

boxes of army crackers, which were distributed. Wo
_
;^.,,

rested here an hour and then resumed our march, feeling

much refreshed from our frugal repast of tea and crack-

ers. Some of the men remained, however, and after the ^ ,,, ^ .

army had passed set the mill in motion, grinding a ,,,,
i

,. j,3„

quantity of meal, which was brought to camp on the ,,,,.-. vo

following day. ,tf; 1 ..„i,;i
.

We reached " Camp Lyon " at 4 o'clock in tlic ul'ter-

noon, much fatigued, and encamped on the side of a bill (^j,, ,;,;.?,

among heavy timber—the raiu still continuing. 'J'he

wagons containing our rations aud camp equippage were

14
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atill far ia the roar, and entertaining faint hopes of their

reaching us that night, the men immediately dispersed

over the neighborhood in search of provisions, which

were " drawn " in the usual way. An attempt, however,

to procure rails for fuel from a fence in front of our camp,

proved unsuccessful—the men being notified when they

attempted to remove them that " they were reserved for

the use of head-quarters." This, in view of the fact that

our axes were all on the absent wagons, was justly regard-

ed by the men aa an outrage, and they at once adopted

the only alternative left, which was to take them clandes-

tinely. So eliectually was this done, that on the follow-

ing morning there was none of the fence remaining ex-

cept the section beside which the guard was stationed.

Having now performed another fatiguing forced-march,

under circumstances of peculiar hardship, the question

naturally sprung up in our minds—" what had occasioned

it V I must confess to feeling somewhat indignant on

learning that no further cause for it existed than a rumor

to the effect that " cannonading was heard coming from

the direction of Fayetteville " by persons at Cassville, or

Elkhorn, which was supposed to indicate a battle in pro-

gress between Blunt and the enemy. We were conse-

quently on this rumor hurried into a position where we

would again interpose between Springfield and an imagi-

nary danger—this time, however, on the south.

Our camp was situated two miles east of the telegraph

road running south from Springfield, and tweuty-three

miles south of that place, while the third division were
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oucauiped at Wilson's Creek, nine milos north ol' us.

Gen. Blunt in the lueantimc waa still operating south ol'

Cassville, but no reliable iuformatiou as to his movements

had for some time reached us.

Col. I. M. GiFFOiiD arrived in camp on the 20th Nov.

bringing many ot the regiment kind tokens of remem-

branco from home, consisting of articles of clothing and

delicacies for the table, which were received with a thank-

fulness it would be impossible to describe. Messra. A.

P. & D. Kelly, who had received the contract for sup-

plying the army with fresh meat, now also joined us, and

a marked improvement was immediately perceptible in

this department.

Generals Soiiofield and Totten left us on the 22nd

November, and the command of tho army devolved on

Gen. Herron. Col. D. Huston, of the 7th Missouri

Cavalry, being the oldest Colonel in rank, assumed com-

mand of the second division. Col. W. McE. Dye still

retained command of our brigade, (the 2d,) leaving Lieut.

Col. J. 13. Leake also still in command of our regiment.

Our' grounds were immediately cleared off, and the

weather, after a few days, becoming pleasant, we passed

two hours each day in drilling. Many of us were with-

out shoes, and, in fact, in great measure, destitute of

many other articles of clothing—some, however, had re»

sorted to the expedient of cutting up old overcoats, using

the material tor the purpose of manul'iioturiag tho more

necessary article

—

-pantaloons. Others had come in pos-

mA
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sessiou of "butternut" unifoviuB. Home wore wearing

straw hats, aome the " regulation "—some had on tlic old

fashioned " bell-crown/' but a large portion were at; des-

titute of hats of any kind as they were of pantaloons and

shirts. We were fast approaohing a state of complete

nudity^ when on the i;J4th of Noveuiber a partial supply

of clothing was received, and issued to those most in need

of it. The clothing received was of a poor quality, and

the shoes fitted the men so illy that but little advantage

was derived from them.

"Thanksgiving" Day, (Nov. 27th) was fine and

clear, and the luxuries received from home enabled us to

observe it in an appropriate manner—feeling perhaps

more true thankfulness than wc had ever previously felt

under more favorable circumstances.

Many of our men being sick in Springfield, I procured

permission on the 2nd of December to visit them. Set-

ting out early on the morning of that day, I passed the

camps of the 3rd division at 11 o'clock, and observed the

men busily engaged in fitting up winter-quarters. I ar-

rived at Springfield at 2 o'clock P. M., and after seeing

a few of our men in hospital, repaired to a tin-shop for

the purpose of purchasing a stove. While there a citU

zen came in and in an excited manner announced that

HlNDMAN had crossed the Arkansas River with n hirgo

army, had defeated Blunt, and was advancing towards

Springfield. This information broughl my preparations

for " going into winter quarters " suddenly to an end.
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and mounting my horse at once set out for camp in haste.

By hard riding at 5 o'clock I reached the grounds occu-

pied by the camps of the 3rd division a few hours pre-

viously. The place was now desertc il. Pushing on to

the summit of a hill beyond I came in sight of their

rear guard and wagon train moving rapidly south on the

Cassville road. Overtaking the guard, I learned from

them that our whole command was ordered to Gen.

Blunt's support iu Arkansas with the greatest haste.

.1 reached camp about 10 o'clock P. M., and found ac-

tive preparations going forward for moving at i o'clock

on the following morning.

We left Camp Lyon at 2 o'clock on the morning of

the 4th of December, and took the road leading towards

Cassville, marching rapidly until daybreak, .when we

came upon the 3rd division which had bivouacked the

previous night on a beautiful piece of level bottom land,

near the banks of Crane Creek. We halted here, and

gathering some sticks kindled small fires on which we

boiled our coflfee in tin cups. The 8rd division moved

off as wo came upon the ground, and after an hours' rest

wo followed. No other halt was made until we reached

our old camp at " Throe Widows," twelve miles north of

Cassville, where we encamped at dark—having marched

twenty-five miles.

Many of our men who had drawn new shoes, and now

wearing them for the first time, were coujpcllcd, alter

marching a few miles, to take them off, as their feet had
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bucomc badly blistered. Ilaviug been lor some time

previously without shoes, and marchiag iu bare lect,

they now felt uncomlbrtable, and I observed more of

them suspended across rifle barrels, and hanging to the

knapsacks, than were worn.

We resumed the march at 4 o'clock on the Ibllowing

morning, and arrived at Cassville, at 12 o'clock M.—
where we again halted a sufficient length of time to pre-

pare coffee in the usual way. While busily engaged

blowing the fire on which my tin cup was placed, a pri-

vate belonging to the Gth Missouri Cavalry came up and

asked me to give him a cracker, stating that he hud rid-

den from Fayettevillo in such haste that ho had had no

time to get hia rations. I enquired, after supplying his

wants, whether there was any probability of a fight in

that direction, to which he replied, "that Hindman

had surrounded Blunt at Cane Hill, and if your divis-

ions don't get there pretty soon, Blunt's gone up, sure."

He also stated that his squad had brought dispatches

from Blunt to Herron, and that the latter had gone

forward in great haste.

After passing through Cassville, which we did by

" column of companies," a perceptible acceleration was

visible in our movements, and very few halts made lor

rest. The supply of water was limited on the route, and

strict orders given that men should not be permitted to

leave the ranks to search for it at the farm houses.

We bivouacked late in the evening of the 5th at
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" Camp Sigel," three miles south of the former site of

Keithsville, and, notwithstandiug our fatigue utter anoth-

er twenty-five mile march, searched for water until a late

hour, and finding none, finally fell asleep under the com-

bined effects of hunger, thirst and fatigue, and wandered,

in imagination, " through green fields, along the margia

of clear running brooks," and " feasted in palaces."

At the sound of the drums, we arose next morning at

daybreak from our dusty couches and feverish dreams,

and renewed the march. As no tents were now pitched

at night our preparations for moving consisted simply in

waking up and " falling in "— our rations of fat pork

and army crackers requiring no cooking.

We left camp on the morning of the Gth at daybreak,

and after passing over Pea llidge halted at Sugar Creek

about noon, where we remained a sufficient length of time

to boil our coffee, but were again hurried forward before

drinking it. But little doubt now remained in our minds

that au engagoment was imminent, and we therefore call-

ed up our wasted energies and set forward with renew-

ed vigor and a determination to overcome obstacles.

Descending to the camping ground at Cross-IIollows at

twilight, a halt was ordered. Our wagons arriving a few

minutes later, rations of salt pork, crackers and coffee

were procured, when wc availed ourselves of a few hours

sleep. We were awakened at midnight by buglo-notea

and hastily resumed the march, locliug but little rcfrosh-

ed by our brief rest, and little expecting the day would
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close with our first and hardest fought battle. We had

now made an almost continuous march of seventy-six

miles since leaving Camp Lyon two days previously, and

many of the men were sinking exhausted by the wayside,

while others were compelled to fall behind from lame

feet.

We passed through Payetteville at half past 8 o'clock,

A. M., halting one mile beyond, where we prepared to

cook breakfast.
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CoNKir.sioN oif Wmidn Trains—Panic amono thk An- ''

'•'

KANSAS Cavalry—Getting into Position—" FEEiiiNCJ ; ,
i > I

THE Enemy"— BATTLE OF PUAlllIE GROVE—
Disasters on Tiiii Left—Ciiarue ok the 20tii Iowa
— Teriuule Abtillery Firing—Critical Situation
—Arrival of Bi.unt — Night ano Victory — The
Day after the Battle—Rerel Hospitals—Wound-
eu Men eaten iiy Hogs—Burying our Dead.

It will be romembered that when we hastily retired

from Fayetteville ou the morning of October 30th, Gcii

Blunt with his division was left in vicinity of that place.

Our information as to his subsequent movements, up to

November 2Uth, was derived altogether from current re-

ports at the time, and therefore shrouded in too much

obscurity to admit of being accurately traced out. His

forces being composed almost exclusively of cavalry and

mounted infantry, his movements were consecjuently ra-

pid, and in order still further to facilitate them over a

rough mountainous country, he had procured a number

of small howitzers which were drawn by mules, and at-

tached to his Indian brigade. This was known at the

time as the " Mule liattery," and while it inspired confi-

dence with his Indiati allies gave to his recognoisauces

an appearance of strength which sometimes secured ad-

vantages over a greatly superior force of (he enemy.

15
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After the withdrawal of Herron and Totten trom

Fayetteville Blunt also moved back to Prairie Creek

with the main body of his forces, leavinj^, however, a de-

tachment of scouts to observe the movements of the

rebels soutli of Boston Mountains.

Marmaduke was then concentrating his forces at

Fort Smith and Van Buren, on the Arkansas river, to be

in readiness to join Gens. IIindman, Frost and Par-

sons, who, with a portion of the rebel army of the Trans-

Mississippi Department, was preparing in the vicinity oi'

liittle Rock for a gigantic invasion of Missouri. Accu-

rate knowledge of the movements of the rebels at Port

Smith was constantly transmitted to Blunt through his

Indian scouts, who penetrated sometimes as far south as

the Arkansas river. But he seems to have been entirely

ignorant of the movements in progress at Little Hock,

where the more formidable force of rebels was being or-

ganized. On the morning of November 24th a portion

of the rebel army under Gen. Marmaduke crossed the

river at Van Buren. Gen. Blunt received information

of this on the 26th, and at once broke camp at Prairie

Creek, moving south to Fayetteville. After forwarding

information of tlie movements of the rebels to headquar-

ters at St. Louis, he halted at Fayettevillo until the in-

tention of the enemy would become more fully developed

by their movements. 11 is tarry at this i)l!»oo, however,

was brief, as information came in during the afternoon of

the same day of his arrival, that Marmadukk liad left

Van Huren and taken up his line of march on the road
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leailiiig to Cauc Hill. Tlii.y hoiw^ a atrong uatuiul pusi

tiuu, aud a good strategic point I'or aiilituiy upoialioiih,

(Jon. Blunt at once determined to contest its possession.

Accordingly alter sending couriers to IIerron apprising

liiiu of the movements in progress, he immediately broke

camp, and moved rapidly in the direction of Oanc Hill,

writh a portion of his mounted infantry and " mule bat-

tery." On arriving at Cane Hill he found Maiimaduke

with a part of his forces, had preceded him and was

taking up his position. Nothing daunted, however, by

this, Gen. Blunt at once made a furious attack, and by

the advantage derived from his peculiar artillery ar-

rangement, notwithstanding the superior numbers of the

enemy, succeeded in driving him oft and securing the

position, which he at once made dispositions to hold.

Information now reached him of the advance of Hind-

man, who had already arrived at Fort Smith, and was

preparing to cross the river. His situation was becom-

ing critical, but he determined to remain and trust the

same good fortune which had thus far attended his haz-

ardous undertakings, to bring Herron to his assistance.

The probability of this assistauce reaching him in time,

however, was extremely problematical, as the distance

between him and Hindman was only sixty miles, while

Herron was one hundred and cvjhteen milca aioay, and

with only a very small cavalry force to co-opcratc with

his infantry. He immediately sent swift couriers to

Herron, and then forwarded the following despatch
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to Gen. OuariH ut St. liouis, wliioh ih copied lioui a St.

Louia paper :

Oane Hill, Ark., Dec. I, IHG2.

General—My division arrived here on the l^JStli ol

November. Gen. Htndman is advancing with a largo

army. I have sent orders to Gen. IIerron to hurry to

my aasistance. Before this reaches you there will have

taken place the d dest fight or foot race on record.

Blunt.

This was the position of affairs at the time Gen. Her-

RON was apprized of the movement of the rebels from

Little Rock and Van Buren, and danger of Blunt.

The information reached him at Wilson's Creek late iu

the afternoon of December 3rd, when he immediately

broke camp and set out on this unprecedented forced

march—accomplishing the feat of moving his infantry

the distance of one hundred and eighteen miles in three

days, and his cavalry one hundred and thirty-two miles

in two and a half days—his latter forces being sent im-

mediately to Blunt, at Cane Ilill.

Gen. IIiNDMAN, aware of the approacli of Gen. IIer-

ron, after arriving within a short distance of Cane Hill,

halted and formed the determination of whipping tho

Array of the Frontier in detail. He therefore detached

a small portion of his army to engage tho nttontion of

Blunt at Cane Hill, while with the main body ho made

a detour to tho northeast, and took up his position at

Prairie Grove, where he could await Gen, Herron's ar-
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rival, aud, Iroiu liis gieatly superior uuiuborn, uo duubt

anticipated an easy victory.

After passing through Payettcvillc, wc halted and

ttacked our arms near the roadside. < >ur wagons coming

up at the same time, after kindling fires on which to boil

our coffee, wc repaired to our mess-chests on the wagons

for the purpose of procuring rations. The road on which

wo were halted was a branch of the one leading to Van

Buren, but running due south from Fayetteville to Cane

Hill—nineteen miles distant. In front of us on the

east, and some two miles away, was a spur of liostou

Mountains, running nearly north and south— at the base

of which was Illinois Creek. On the summit of the hill

in our front large numbers of cavalry wore seen, quietly

sitting on their horses, who seemed to be observing

us. At the time uo particular attention was paid to

thom, as wc supposed they were men of our own com-

mand ; but subsequently we ascertained they were a de-

tachment from Hindman's army, holding our movements

under observation. No intimations of the approaching

battle had as yet been received. The morning was calm

and beautiful j not a cloud obscured the sun, which had

already risen above the tree-tops, and the day promised

to be one peculiar to this section of the south, where at

that season of the year the weather is a compromise

between winter aud summer.

While in the act of searching our me9s-bo.\ua, wc were

suddenly startled by heavy discharges of artillery appa-

rently but a short distance from us on the Cane Hill road.
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I'or a luuuicut our motioua wore suspended in auiazumcnt,

and men looked in their comrades' faces with blaiili as-

tonishment. This surprise, however, passed ahnost us

soon as felt, and each man throwing down whatever ra-

tions were in his hand, sprang to his rifle. Ordera were

then given to " load at will," " righ,t-l'aco," and I pre-

sume " forward march " followed, as we found ourselves

immediately moving in " quick time " on the road lead-

ing to Cane Hill, and listening intently to the roar of ar-

tillery, mingled with small arms, some distance in ad-

vance. Occasionally, as the sounds increased, our pace

was accelerated to " double-quick." After going some

six miles our progress was somewhat impeded by a con-

fusion of wagon trains, caused by a portion of the tiuiu

belonging to the Arkansas loyal cavalry, which had ch-

caped capture by the enemy, falling back and coming in

contact with that of the 3rd division still advancing.

These trains, owing to the panic of the teamsters, were

so jammed together as to completely block up the road,

and many of the drivers—despairing, perhaps, of extri-

cating them—had abandoned the effort and were flying

toward Fayetteville for safety.

After picking our way through this confused mass of

kicking mules and frightened drivers, we again hurried

forward a short distance when wc met a large nunil)or ol

the cavalry themselves, minus hats and guns, and like-

wise going towards Fayetteville at the utmost speed of

their horses. This exhibition of alarm was ludicrous

in the extreme — exciting among our men much
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laughter, as they passed us—and materially disparaged

the valor of " the man on the horse " iu our estiiuatiou.

Shoucs of *' hold your hat !
" and rude jests were ahow-

erod on them as they passed by, but failed to cheek their

progress, or even gain their attention. They were utter-

ly panic-stricken—honor, glory, shame, duty, were alike

forgotten, and their only thought now seemed centered

in an ignoble desire to save their worthless carcasses.

You might shout "dastard"—"coward"— iu their ears

—

they admitted all and dashed on.

The sounds of the battle increased, but wo seemed no

nearer than when we first heard them. Many of our

men, who had fallen out from sore feet, were constantly

overtaking the regiment and getting into their proper

places—determined to participate in the battle. Not-

withstanding the excitement occasioned by our near ap-

proach to the battle-field, I could not avoid a feeling of

pride that our regiment was made up of such material,

and admiration of the heroism which enabled these brave

boys to disregard the pain occasioned by lacerated and

bleeding feet, and put forth such extraordinary efforts to

join their comrades and share with them the dangers of

the battle. Such an exhibition of idomitable bravery

and determination was well calculated to inspire us with

confidence, and gave ample assurance that such men

were possessed of a spirit which was unconquerable, and

wiiich ''victory or death" alone would satisfy.

After proceeding about nine miles horn Fayeitcvilli!,

we passed a number of ambulances standing near the

.'iptUdiJ
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roadside, to which a tow wounded mcD from the 8rd

division, which had now engaged the enemy, were being

brought. After passing these, we halted in a newly

cleared field on the right of the road, and about half a

mile from Illinois Creek. The battery ol light artillery,

commanded by Captain Muill'iiY, now passed ua, when

we resumed our march in rear of it. Arriving near the

creek, we filed off the road to the right and halted.

The 87th Illinois, which was in our rear, now came up,

and on arriving parallel with our regiment, also halted,

when we all sat down to await further orders. Immedi-

ately in front of us was Illinois Creek—the bank on the

opposite side being high, and completely concealing

objects beyond from view. Capt. MuiiriiY now, by

order of Gen. IIeruon, pushed his battery across the

creek to the summit of the bank beyond, where he

unlimbored and immediately commenced "feeling" the

enemy, who were posted on the hill beyond a corn-field

which here terminated on the creek. After a few shots

had been tired from our battery, the enemy's batteries

seemed all at once inspired with a curiosity to ascertain

the position of affairs in our locality, when they opened

furiously—their shots doing great execution among the

tree top.s on either side of us. While the enemy's atten-

tion was directed to Muri'IIy's battery, Ccn. JIkruon,

having ascertained their position, moved other butt(;rios

to positions on the loft, when MuttPllY's was withdiawn,

and moved further to the right.

After the batteries had all been placed in position wo
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were ordered forward, when we crossed the creek, march- ^^
'

,>jj,

.

ing by the fluok, filed to the right past the battery, and
,;^ ;. j,.,;

found ourselves in a large cornfield which intervened • >!,ii.:,

between the creek and position held by the rebels on the ?;!.'.,]•!,;>,

hill. After crossing tlie creek the remainder of our •,. ,>

brigade turned to the left and formed in line of battle on ^mj.

the right of the 3rd division. We continued our marcli .' nurfat

by the flank through the cornfield—constantly annoyed .hm !.yu

by the rebel skirmishers and sharpshooters, who were ' i.%ih<.

concealed in the weeds and behind fences, until we had

arrived in an open field beyond, where we halted in line n, •• ],

behind a rail fence. In passing through the cornfield .i.;, >, ,;.

one of our men—private S. S. Woods of Company I— '.., ».,f!,i!;.

was shot and fell dead in the ranks. This circumstance, , i: ijtf •,

with the constant whistling of bullets past us, gave un-

mistakable evidence that we were now actually on the bat-

tle-field, and left no fears that our participation in the battle ;,;• ., * -p;

could be frustrated by any strategy on the part of Blunt. ^ ,v i •,i.;

;

This feeling, however, changed a few minutes later, when /•, r ii ,1

the rebel strength became manifest in the discomfiture

on our left, and the knowledge of Blunt's absence

was known. The question now uppermost in our

minds was " will Blunt come in time to help us ?

"

An unobstructed view of the battle-field was now

before us. To the right and left were open fields, and in

front, some quarter of a mile "distant, running nearly oasi

and west, was a high ridge of laud—the space intervon- • i.. jn

ing being stubble-field, crossed by several rail fences.

On the summit of the hill, at intervals of pcrhap.s hall

10
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a mile, were farm houses, and beyoud them a heavy

forest of timber. The rebel army were posted on this

high ground—their advance line occupying positions

behind fences, and in the farm houses and outbuildings

''" ' along the side of the hill. Lieut. Marr, with three

pieces of Battery F, 1st Missouri Light Artillery, was

posted on our left, and tilled the gap between our regiment
"'

and the 37th Illinois. There were no lorces of our own

' " " army posted on our right—and we therefore occupied the

extreme right of the army.

Twenty men of Company A, under Lieut. G. L.

Drake, were thrown out as skirmishers, to protect us

from surprise in the rear, and operate on our right iiank.

"
Opposite the left of our regiment on the hill was a large

farm house—an orchard on the north, with a strong stone

fence intervening between that and the house. The

house itself was occupied by rebel sharpshooters, who kept

up a steady galling fire on us while we remained in our first

position—their bullets striking the rails in our front, and

falling among our men as they lay behind the fence.

Lieut. Marr now advanced his battery, and we were

ordered forward to its support. Our men promptly

arose at the order, climbed the fence, fired a volley into

.«»ks, D
^j^g stubble-field, which icnt the rebel skirmishcr.s hasti-

ly back, and advanced. After moving forward a sliorl

distance the battery was ordered back, and at the same

instant a cavalry force was disoovered furming in ihe

field on our right. 15y order of Col. McK. DvK, the

regiment immediately faced about and changed front to
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meet the expected charge on our right flauk. In exe-

cuting this movoiueut, 1st Lieut. Joiim (i. (J. (Javkn-

uisii, of Company K, a brave and gallant ofiicer, tell

badly wounded. The cavalry proving to bo the advance

of Gen. Blunt's forces, we resumed our former position.

The tiring by the other portion of our brigade, and

the 3rd division was now heavy and continuous, and a

charge by the 19th Iowa and 20th Wisconsin, was made.

They advanced gallantly under a galling tire until the

rebel battery was reached and captured, when the enemy

rallied in overwhelming numbers and drove them back

with heavy loss. The 26th Indiana and 37th Illinois of

our brigade, now moved up and made a desperate attempt

to break the rebel line, but after a sharp and almost hand

to hand fight, were also driven back, followed by the

rebels with deafening yells.

This was the most critical moment of the day. Under

these successive disasters the morale of the troops com-

posing our left wing was weakened, and had HiNDMAN

now availed himself of his overwhelming numbers to fol-"

low up the repulse by advancing his lines to the charge,

our little army would have been pulverized. Nor did ho

seem ignorant of this fact, for, immediately following the

repulse, his officers were seen riding furiously from point

to point, vainly endeavoring to stimulate their men into

fulling on our discomfittcd regiments as they retired.

Our turn now came We had been spectators of the

discomfiture which befell our comrades on the .left, and

perhaps a feeling akin to revenge sprung up in our breasts

itd
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m wo witncHHOcl their dcciuiated ranks lull back broken

and apparently disheartened. l<'oriuiug in line ol' buttle

Lieut. Cul. Leake gave the order, and tlie regiment

moved forward at a charging step. Every man was in

his place — every officer with his men. Uajts made

in the ranks by rebel sharpsheoters were promptly closed

without confusion, and in silence. Col. Leake and Ma^

jor Thompson sat upon their horses as cool and self-

possessed as on ordinary batallion drill. Our fire was re-

served until we had almost gained the foot of the hill on

which the enemy were awaiting us, when wc were de-

ployed as skirmishers, and opened on them as rapidly as

the men were able to load and fire—at the same time

leaping the fence and charging up the hill. We now

found ourselves confronted by a heavy force of rebels

who had previously been concealed from view by the

timber in rear of the house, who promptly came forward

to meet us. Their charge on our left was prefaced as

usual by a yell, but as this was our first fight we had not

yet learned to fear demonstrations so harmless, and

therefore coolly met it with a close well directed fire

which not only spoiled the " yell " but lUsoryanked the

charge, when it was changed from a forward to hackioard

movement. Companies H, E, G and K, being somewhat

separated from the right wing by a ravine, were now

compelled to give their attention to a ];ugc .s(|uad oi

rebels who had taken up tiieir position in the liuu,se, and

were doing much damage by firing on our flank, which

was seperatcd from them but a short distance. After a few
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minutes sharp fighting, however, wc gained the house,

driving the rebels back with heavy loss. Just at this

moment a regiment of rebels were seen moving down

from the right, at doublc-quiok, followed by the 1st

Indian regiment of Gen. Blunt's command. They

were doubtless ignorant of our presence on the hill, and

came on, marching by the flank, along the road which

passed immediately in front of the house, and only a few

yards distant. When we discovered their approach our

men reserved their tire in order that when they arrived

opposite the house we might bo better enabled to deliver

it with eflect. But unfortunately Lt. Col. Leake re-

ceived notice at the same moment of the approach of

Gen. Blunt's command, and as the greater number of

this rebel regiment wore blue uniforms, inferred that

they were our own men, and gave orders that we should

not fire on them. We felt much mortilied, therefore, in

seeing this force pass by within a few yards of us, when

so good an opportunity was offered to commit havoc

among them. However, the mistake was partly atoned

for before they had entirely passed, by one of the rebels

turning and firing at us, when our boys' impatience could

no longer be restrained, and tliey at once poured into

them a close well directed fire at short range, which did

terrible execution. In his official report, Lt. Col. Leake,

in speaking of this affair, makes the following cxplaiia-

t'ton :
" The left wing being more severely engaged, the

right had passed further in advance when some of the

Indians came running back through the woods to the
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right gesticulating viulcutly, and pointing in the direc-

tion whence tliey came. At the same' moment an ulhcer

shouted to me that we were firing on our I'riends. See-

ing some men with the U. S. overcoat on, I gave the

order to cease firing, and rode towards the left. Fearing

that the troops on our left wing had ascended the hill

and advanced to our front, 1 saw directly in front a mass

of troops moving down upon us. At almost the same

instant they fired a volley under which the left wing re

coiled nearly to the orchard fence, where they promptly

rallied at my command and renewed the firing with great

rapidity, and, I think, elFect."

Our attention being occupied with operations immedi-

ately about us on the left, wo had for some minutes failed

to observe the movements on our right, when we sudden-

ly heard Lt. Col. Leake give the order to fall back, and

saw the right wing some distance away, forming in front

of one of Gen. Blunt's batteries. When our isolated

position became apparent, gloomy forebodings for a mo-

ment took possession of our minds. Was our army de-

feated 'i Had we so long and well contested the ground

against fearful odds—successfully driving the enemy

from their first and strongest position—and already, as

we believed, ou the eve of winning a victory—now to

relinquish our hard won advantage, and fly from the

field y But our position was too critical to admit of

delay. Firing a volley, wo dashed down the hill, just ts

Blunt's batteries opened, throwing their shots over our

heads and among the rebels in our roar. The fire from
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the battery enabled us to rejoin the regiment with very „ 'uMw^

little further loss, when it was re-formed and moved to

the ground occupied at the commencement of the buttle. _,;^^ ,!,,

The main body of Gen. Blunt's forces had now ar-

rived and were forming on our right, where he had •] nv

already opened with twenty-four pieces of artillery. On
; if|

the left Gen. Herron had twenty-six pieces in full ope-
j,^ ,, ^, h';

ration—making a total of fifty pieces. , From this terri- ; ;, ,^-,.

ble artillery fire the rebels recoiled along their whole . .,!.

line, taking up positions further back in the timber. •,, ,;;.

We now again moved forward, but meeting with no
,.

,
; .

>

opposition returned, and as night had closed in, lay j , i
- ;;

down on our arms, with orders to be prepared to renew , .y %,

the battle at daybreak on the following morning.

Our sentinels occupied the field in front, and there

was no kind of alarm during the night—but great com-

motion was observed among the rebels, whose ambulances

could be seen constantly moving from point to point |

among the timber on the hill. No re-organization of our , ,. />

army or change of position was made, but each regiment,
;

r J^

in silence, lay down on their arms and endeavored to

gain such rest as would enable them to meet the fatigues

of battle on the morrow. . The night was clear, and the

air frosty. Our clothing was wet from perspiration, and

and our haversacks and canteens empty. IJut notwith- v; (,• ,

standing our cold and fatigue, hunger and thirst, we fell '
„

asleep almost immediately on lying down, and awoke at ;>,. ju

5 o'clock next morning refreshed—ready Ibr the day's

work. We immediately formed in line of battle, and

ttr,
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distributed ammunition. Many of the men after filling

their exhausted cartridge-boxes, added sixti/ rounds in

their pockets—declaring they intended to " give the

rebels h 1 to-day."

We remained in line until 10 o'clock, awaiting orders,

when Lt. Col. Leake rode over to Gen. Herron's head-

quarters, soon returning with information that the rebels

had retreated during the preceding night. This an-

nouncement was greeted with three cheers, when we broke

ranks. Soon afterwards a i'ow of our wagons came up,

bringing a small amount of rations and two barrels of

whisky, both of which were issued and disposed ol "in

the usual way "—but in an unu&ualhj short time. We
then proceeded to ascertain our loss during the battle,

which was found to be as follows

:

Major Wm. G. Thompson, severely wounded. '

i,

Company A—Daniel W. Robbius, killed. . hi

Company B—Corp. George C. Miller, wounded.

Company C— 1st Lieut. Harrison Oliver, killed ; 2nd

Jiieut. 11. M. Lytle, Corp. Wm, Murray and J. F. Ja-

cobs, wounded.

Company D—David Ross, Alexander A. Watson,

James Forber, Wm. A. Akely, and W. J. Leigh Hunt,

wounded.

Company E—Daniel M. Sullivan and John IMcnJjc,

killed; 1st Lieut. J. G. G. (Juvcndish, Corp. Joliii Kess-

lei, Henry Gertz, Webster Spcmcer and Martin Hhom-

berg, wounded
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Company F—J. 0. Parker, Milton L. Elliott, Walter

L. Lewis and E. J. Reynolds, wounded.

Company G—Scrgt. Thomas JJ. Miles and Corp. Rich-

ard Carnes, killed ; 1st Lieut. F. E. Stark, Sergts. Rub^

ert Speer and J. M, Matthews, Corp. John C. Murphy,

and privates Joseph Fattison, Joseph Speer, William F.

Culbertson, Samuel McFate, Ilarvey J. Rrown and Wm
A. Jamieson, wounded.

Company H—Lurandus McCurdy, wounded.

Company I—Stephen S. Wood, killed; Ceo. W. Dan-

iels, wounded.

Company K—Sergt. F. M. Steele, killed; Corp. L. \4

Whitney, Rufus Fisk, M. C. Knapp, James McKaue

and William CriswcU, wounded.

Making a total of eight killed and thirty-six wounded

on the field, out of two hundred and seventy engaged.

Orders were sent to our trains, whicli had fallen back

to Fayetteville, to move up immediately, and tliey arrived

the same evening, bringing us the first provisions wo

had eaten for thirty-lour hours.

On the morning of the 9th we proceeded to perform

the melancholy task of burying our dead comrades. A
beautiful spot had been selected adjoining the road Icad^

ing to Cane Hill, and as we mournfully deposited the

bodies of these martyred heroes in tlieir final resting

place, amid the mullled roll of the drums and .•solemn

funeral bcrvices, our minds wandered to their lur away

homes and relatives, whore the sad tidings had not yet

reached. We could picture in imagination the anguish

17 l .wr
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'

of the mother and the i'ather—of the sister and the broth-

cr—when the aad intelligence reached theui, and our

tears of sympathy flowed unrestrained.

During the afternoon of the same day we visited the

battle-field, which was still strewn with rebel dead and

wounded. Long trenches were being dug by our men

into which the dead were thrown with but little

ceremony, and covered with dirt. The fact that our own

dead and wounded had been stripped of their clothing

by the rebels had much to do with this rough manner of

tlieir disposal.

The houses in the vicinity had been taken possession

of by Gen. Hindman, and converted into hospitals, and

were still filled with his wounded ; numbers of the

slightly wounded, however, had attempted to follow him

on his retreat, but after proceeding some distance be-

came exhausted and secreted themselves in the woods,

where they perished. They were partly eaten by hogs

when thoir remains were found by us.

In a large farm house standing about one mile south

from the battle-field, when we visited it, the floors were

strewn with wounded, and the large yard surrounding it

was also covered by them. They were lying in the hot

sun, moaning piteously, while at a large table in the

principal room the surgeons were busily engaged dressing

wounds and amputating limbs. After ampul atiim the

limbs were thrown out at the back duur, and 1 observed

a number of hogs feeding on them. The sight was so

disgusting that I hastened away, feeling a still deeper
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dogico ut hatred i'or tlioao villains wiio hud been tho in- ; ' > •

stigatora ot a rebellion which had placed thewe pour

wretches in a position whereby they had become Ibod

I'or hoga—resolving in my mind that I would uae still

greater efforts to put it down and punish those who

had been insLrumental in originating it.

Large numbers of deserters came in daily and took the

oath of allegiance, declaring that they had been forced

into the rebel army against their will, and wished now to

return to their homes in Missouri. They also stated that

the largest portion of Hindman'8 army were conscripts

from Missouri and Arkansas, who would leave him on

the first favorable opportunity.

Our wounded wore immediately removed to Fayotte-

villo, where quarters had been provided for them in a

large building formerly occupied as a Seminary. The

less severely wounded, however, obtained accommodations ,v ;,?: fho

in the houses of citizens, where they received such at-

tentions as hastened their recovery.

On tho I8th we changed camp, moving to the summit

of the hill, and on the ground occupied by the centre of

the rebel army on the day of the battle, which wo imme-

diately cleared off, and found to be the finest camping

ground we had yet seen since coming into the field.

Where every officer and man of our regiment had so

nobly done his duty, individual instances of bravery can-

not be mentioned without a seeming partiality, and 1

therefore omit many acts of daring which came under

my own observation.
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'....^... .. 'I'lio (ollowiufj; uooount of tho battle was luiui.shccl for

publication by a corrcspoudcut of the Missouri Democrat:
'* Thoro has just been anotlier great battle in North-

western Arkansaa, exccedinii; in fierceness the lauious con-

test at Pea llidge, as was remarked by some of the vete-

rans who were present at both of the occuBious alluded

. ,c ^ i"
*^- fbe details are as follows :

H(U(-t/f-*' }
" Clen. Blunt had advanced some twenty miles south oi

'j: V ,,)- Fayettoville, Arkansas, with his forces, and there drawn

,

, J
the attack of llindman, who advanced upon him rajyidly

from Van Buren with about thirty thousand troops and

twenty-two pieces of artillery. Blunt, with his little

band often thousand men, at Cane Hill, would have

been but a mouthful for such an immense army of well

disciplined soldiery as this. Ho knew his danger and

sent hurried messages to Gen. Ilerron, who has the com-

',* mand of the 2nd and 3rd divisions of the Army of the

l*'»'ontier, and was at that time at Wilson's Creek, four-

teen miles south of Springfield, Mo. The moment Gen

Mcrron received intelligence of Gen. Blunt's danger he

set his army in motion and made forced marches, accom-

Oi'ii: I'f plishing the feat of pushing his infantry one hundred

and twelve miles in three days, and his cavalry one hun-

dred and thirty-two miles in two days and a half. On

the morning of the 7th inst., as the advance guard con-

sisting of the 1st Arkansas cavalry and a portion of the

6th and 7th Missouri cavalry were entering a wood upon

the south bank of Illinois Creek, ten miles south of Fay-

ettevillc, they were fired upon from an ambush and
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tliiowu iuto a panic that resulted iu a rout aud the losa

of tlieir baggage train of twenty four wagoua. They

went flying back two or three miles, until they met the

main body, when they were rallied once more. Major

Hubbard, of Pea llidge fame, with u portion of two

companies of the 1st Missouri cavalry, tried to stem the

tide of rebels, but without success. Their superior

numbers bore down everything before them, and amongst

others of this little band, Major Hubbard himself and two

of his Lieutenants were captured, and the remainder

forced to retreat at double-quick. Our infantry were

soon brought forward, and a few pieces of artillery

brought into position that sent the bold scoundrels back

as rapidly as they came. Gen. Herron followed up his

advantage as quickly as possible aud soon lound himaoll

in contact with the main rebel forces.

*' This splendid army, contrary to our expectations,

was well clothed, well armed, and well fed, and better

drilled than our own soldiery. It consisted of a corps of

twenty-six thousand men, commanded by Gen. Hindmau,

and was in four divisions commanded respectively by

Gens. Parsons, Marmaduko, Rains and Frost, and was

supported by a park of artillery of twenty-two guns.

iJosides this they had a groat advantage in position.

The battle-field was a magnificent stretch of open ground,

skirted on the south by an abrupt hill, covered by thick

woods. On this bluff, concealed by the forest, were po.st-

cd the rebels in full force. Our forces only numbered

three thousand five hundred or four thousand, and con-

i <..''• i\ ft
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Misted ui the I'ollowiug iulantiy: The 91th and a7th

IHinoia, 19th aud 20th Iowa, 26th Indiana, and 20th

Wisconsin. In addition to these were six companies ol'

cavalry, and some lour companies of artillery, who work-

ed twenty-tour guns. Our men were worn down by a

long and continuous forced march, and some of them

had nothing to oat for twenty-four hours. However,

when the ball opened they deployed into the field with

loud huzzas, and went at the work in hand with great

bravery. It took some little time to get into positions

and place the batteries in the most commandin"- locali-

ties, aud it was fully 10 o'clock A. M. betore the artillery

duet was in full voice. As may be imagined, forty or

fifty cannon, well manned and discharged as rapidly as

possible, made a tremendous racket. This was kept up

until dark, when by that time green troops who had

never seen a cannon before, laid down within a yard of a

gun and slept, undisturbed by the firing. We did not

lose a single man throughout the whole day by artillery,

though a score or two of horses were killed. Our gun-,

ners were much more skilled and precise in their aim

than the rebels, which was shown by the result. Upon

the blutf or ridge occupied by the rebels were many fine

farm houses, which had been erected upon (ho elevation

to escape the damps and vapors of the plain below.

From the rear of two of these houses was kcjit up a well

directed fire from some eight or ten guns. Uou. llorrou

ordered the whole of our artillery to be directed upon

the nearest to us and silenced it in ten minutes. The
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different rebel batteries wore silenced one by one, until m .'j h^

the booming of the oannon had nearly ceased. . :,

The enemy perceived that nothing could be accom- <,;,

plished at long range, so they masaed thcmselvea upon

our front and both flanks and commenced moving forward .. ;,

to capture our batteries. Immense hordes came out of ' a . j

the woods on our left and spread themselves upon the in -> i.-

prairie, looking from a distance like a nest of ants. Our ,,. „>.tj»i-

infantry seemed a mere handful in comparison to this ,;, . ivi

multitude, but they held them in check while Cole's bat- if . , >»!

tory ran up and stuck their guns under their very noses .. .j: r,)t«

and fired canister into them with such deadly effect as to -r,-
.s ij

cause them to pause in their career, then lie down, and , i •t'ijy

fiually hastily to retreat. Again they made their ap- ; v , .i ,.

pearanoe still further on the left, in a number ecjual, ap- -.i '^u.

parently, to our entire force. Their batteries agaiu upon- s .^ t!!,;t

ed tire briskly, and for a time the fortunes of the battiu : .j,;-

seemed against us. Their immense and overwhelming -)veiii<i,flf

odds enabled them to harrass and approach us in three

directions. The greatest discouraging circumstance,

however, was in the fact that a new battery had opened

a heavy fire on our extreme right nearly two miles from

our center. This was at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. A
good portion of our infantry was fearfully cut up and ' is tt.;

nearly disheartened. ,
. ;f:<,

" Everything, nearly, pointed to a defeat of our forces. ^
i r

Murphy's Battery, a portion of Haekoft's and the Peoria '.:t.iLv'

Battery kept pouring a galling fire into the opposing '

.i,,

forces. The men were again rallied, and at luill past .4
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three, tlio flippity-whiz of the shells, the booming of the
cannon, and the continuous roll of musketry, told us that
our boys were determined to hold the field if possible

till dark.

'' The rebels fought desperately, and secmod no more
to regard a shower of bullets or u storm of grape than if

it had been a summer wind. No sooner had a solid shot
ploughed its way through their columns or a shell open-
ed a gap in their lines, than the vacancies were filled by
others. They advanced steadily once more upon our
left, and there wo knew would be the hottest tug of the
day. " 'Tis darkest just before dawn," some one has said.

T'was 80 in our case. By a bold movement the rebels

were once more checked, and just then the word came
that the firing upon our extreme right was that ol Gen.
Blunt, who had arrived with u strong battery and about

three thousand men. This intelligence added new cour-

age to our men, and sent a vigor into every movement
that meant victory or death.

" Gen. Blunt ranged his twenty-four pieces in a lino

and opened a galling fire upon the left wing of the rebel

army, and drew a portion of their attention towards his

forces. They advanced upon him from the woods, at

double-quick, in eight rank.^, seemingly half u mile long.

They went down at u gentle, smooth pace, willi m : :i ij

prey apparently in view. When they had got to a cor-

tam point, within canister range, he opened his entire

fire on them, " fairly lifting them from the ground," as

he afterwards described it. 'I his checked their impetu-
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osity and put terror into their hearts, but still they went

on. Another and another volley was given to them un-

til they broke and lied, and when the remnant of the

storming party had left the field, tho ground was strewn

and piled with rebel slain. In the meantime our boys

had not been idle—they pressed the enemy hotly at

every point, and as the sun went down they were falling

back in every . direction. Before it had become fully

dark the only sounds of firing heard were those of our

own musketry and cannon. The field was won, and the

victory gained.

" At y o'clock of the same evening the enemy were in

full retreat towards Van liuren, and at daylight this

morning they were twelve miles away. A more complete

and glorious victory was never obtained. As soon as the

pall of night had descended upon their motions, a per-

fect stampede took place. Everything this morning de-

notes a hasty flight and great fear lest we should pursue

them. Although their force was large enough to crush

us—in fact to annihilate us—and they were well equip-

ped and handled, our little army of oomj)aratively inex-

perienced troops effected a brilliant repulse, and won an

unquestionable victory. This morning all the contested

ground and every inch of the battle-field are in our po.s-

scssion, and the only rebels in view are the piles of dead,

and the ambulances carrying away the wounded,

" Long before daylight this morning Gen. Marmaduke

and two of his staff" came into our lines with a flag of

truce, and remained over two hours, evidently with th(!

18
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view of creating a delay, as tlie purport of their mission

was frivolous in the extreme. He had no sooner reported

back to his command than another message came request-

ing an interview with Generals Blunt and llerron. This

consumed three hours more, and by that time their army

was at a safe distance This is only a specimen of the

tricky cunning ol Gen. Hindman.

"The ruse was perfectly transparent, yet the game

had progressed too far to be stopped without transgress-

ing the ettiquette of war, before their intention was fully

divined.

" The weather of the 7th was delightful. The sun

shone clearly in a cloudless sky, and the air was balmy

and quiet as on a June morning. It was remarked by

many old soldiers that if the continent had been search-

ed, it would have been impossible to have selected a

more beautiful field of battle than that of Prairie Grove.

Gen. Ilerron's forces entered it from the northern ex-

tremity, and those of Gen. Blunt from the southern.

The rebels were posted upon the hills in the woods for

four miles along the eastern side of the field, while our

batteries occupied the elevations upon the western side,

a little more than a mile from the rebel lines. The in-

tervening space was firm sward, plowed fields, stubble

laud, standing corn, and a narrow Hfrip of brushwood,

which skirted a little brook niinnn^' thvouLcli tlic middle

of the valley. This open country was held by our in-

fantry, and there they went through their luauouvers in

full view of Gen. Ilerrou, who, for a good portion of the
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Uuio, occjupicd a little hill nciir Murphy'a battery, ou the
ir's-iji

wostoru side of the Held. There could be witnessed the
,., , ,^,

whole of this intensely exciting strife, not a movement of
.^ .

which escaped the (juick attention of our young com-
j^

,, ,^^

mander. The swarraa upon swarms of the rebels that

eame trooping out of the wood, in numbers sufficient to i^;,.,;^ ,.

appal a heart less strong than his, were as openly seen

with their gleaming muskets and flaunting banners, as if

it had been a holiday parade, instead of the hottest bat-
. ;, ,

tie that has ever taken place on this side of the Missis-
, ,,^

sippi. As an imposing spectacle, it was one of the most ,,i,

terrific, and, at the same time, magnificent sights imagin-

able.

Our loss is roughly estimated at 800 killed and wound- ; ,., i^^,

" The rebel losses, as nearly as can bo ascertained, arc

three to our one. Their officers and their deserters all
.^ j^ ,,^^,.

admit that they have lost in killed and wounded over .^^^ ^^., ,

'J,000. Very few prisoners were taken on either side,

and all of them were paroled chis morning.*********
" All of the regiments engaged upon our side deserve

a more particular mention than I can give in this limited

space, for they all displayed most remarkable courage

and gallantry."

It will be observed that this writer was with (Jen.

IIerron, on the extreme left, and his knowledge of events ,;.

transpiring on the right was limited. In fact the right

wing of our army had no immediate commander, aside
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irom (.'ol. Wm RKtlO. Dv,- uudl Gon. Ki,.N.'. u.nval
and could have had no better, a« he never Ibr a z.o.ue.U
]08t h.. eooh^oss aud selflpo.sse.s«ion. The steady eooh.c.s
:"id bravery displayed by U. Col. J. B. I.kakk aud
Major W. G. Tiiomi'son was also conspicuous.

In his dispositions for the battle, if Qen. IIini.man
liad not entertained the most perfect confidence of being
able to defeat Gen. Heriion with but a lew hours tigh^
'ng, it was a terrible blunder to thus throw hiuisclt into
u position where he was liable to be attacked in front and
rear at the same time, because Gen. Blvht was only
nine miles distant, and would, of course, on hearing the
artillery at Prairie Grove, understand the ruse which had
been practiced upon him, and at once close up on his
rear—thus placing him between our two commands. If
successful in his attack on General IIerron, however,
this movement would have placed Gen. Blunt in a posi-
tion from which he could not have escaped except by a
retreat into the Indian territory.

This would have laid Missouri again open to the rebel
army, as there were not sutlicient forces in the State to

resist their advance when our army was disposed of, and
on the issue of the battle, therefore, depended the fate

of that State for some time to come.

The rebels outnumbered us four to one—had seloofod

their own ground—planted their batteries—and coolly

waited for us to march up and fall an easy prey into

their hands. But this was our first battle, and we did
not pause to consider, if we had known, the great odds
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aguiust US. Eaeli luuD t'ouj^lit uh tliuugli iho rcaull de-

pended ou Ilia uwu iudividual exertions—never aliuwiu^

the possibility oi' delcut lor a moment to enter into his

ealculations. Instead, therefore, of ov rwhulming us by

numbers, the rebels were themselvca overwhelmed by

our impetuosity, which drove them back Irom their lirbt

and atrongcbt position, where they were in turn assailed in

the rear by Blunt, who Icll upon them like a thunder

bolt. Once routed the day was lost, and this splendid

army, on which the rebels had depended for great things,

became a disorganized mass of fugitives which it was im-

possible to rally.

The following brief report of the battle was made by

(jleneral Blunt to headquarters at St. Louis:

Headquarters Army of the Frontier,

Battlefield near Fayetteville, Dec. 8.

To Major Gen. Curtis :

This place on yesterday, was the scene of a hard

fought and bloody field, resulting in a complete victory

of the Army of the Frontier.

The rebel forces under Generals Hindman, Marma-

duke, Parsons, and Frost, numbered twenty-five thou-

sand. I had been holding the enemy on the Boston

Mountains for two days, skirmishing with their advance,

holding them in chock until (Jcueral licrron could eonic

up with reinforcements.

On the (Jth they drove in my outposts and got poiiscs-

sion of a road, by which they commeneed a flank move-

ment on ray left during the night, while they made a
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heavy Ibiut iu liout. Their object wan to eut oti cum-
muuicatious between myself and General llerron, who
wad to be at Fayettovillo at daylight.

They attacked General Ilerron at about 10 o'clock A.
M., who, by gallant and desperate fighting, held theui in
check for three hours, until I came and attacked them
in the rear. The fighting was desperate on both sides
and continued until it was terminated by the darkness of
the night.

My command bivouacked on their arms, ready to re-
new the conflict at daylight in the morning, but the
enemy had availed themselves of the night to retreat
across Boston Mountains. The loss on both sides has
been heavy. My loss in killed is small in proportion to

the number wounded. The enemy's loss compared with
ours was at least four to one. My artillery made terrible

destruction in their ranks. They had greatly the advan-
tage in numbers and position, yet Generals Hindman and
Marmaduke acknowledged to mo in an interview under a
flag of truce, that they had been well whipped.

Among the enemy's killed is Colonel Stein, formerly
Brigadier General of the Missouri State Guard.
The 19th and 20th Iowa, 87th Illinois, and 26th In-

diana regiments, of General Hcrron's division, suflcred se-

verely. Gcn.Herrou deserves grcatcredit for the prompt-
ness with which he reinforced me, by forced n^arclKs
irom near Springfield, and also tor his gallantry upon the
field. Very respectfully,

Jas. G. Blunt, Brigadier General.
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OPIAPTEIl IX.

j

Pursue the Enemy Across Boston Mountains-C^p-

j

TURK OF 8TKAMC0AT8 AND KuITLIES-VaN liuKEN-

I

I ].OPERTY DeSTROTED-AuiuvaL OK Gkn. SciluKIELl,
-Return Marcii-Witiidrawal krom Arkan«vs--

I

On Kecruitinu Service-Journey Homeward-IJ vv

I

TLE ok Sl'RINOPIELD-PiCESKNTATlON OP A NEW Fl AG
i

,

«v THE Ladies of Davenport-Kejoin the Kecu-

j

MENT at St. LoUiS-I'jtOMOTJUNS AND OlIANOES.

We tarried in camp at Prairio Grove until the morn-

I

ing of December 27th, when in compliance with previous

I

orders the Army of the Frontier suddenly broke camp

I

and set out in light marching order on an expedition

!

against Van Euren and Fort Smith, where IIindman
had halted and was endeavoring to reorganize his army
after its defeat on the 7th.

Providing ourselves nominanj/ with six days' rations
-(in reality with two)-we set out at daybreak, march,
itig rapidly all day and until the moon went down at 2
o'clock on the following morning, when we made a tem-
porary halt at the .southern slope of Boston Mountains-
a distance of Ihirty-two miles, our road lying over the
roughest country wo had yet passed throuc^h-up (ho
steepest ascents and down almost perpendicular declivi-
ties. Gen. Blunt, as usual, led the way.

Soon after resuming our march on the morning uf the
28th the booming of artillery was heard in advance, and
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we hurried forward, as we had heard the enemy wore

from 20,000 to 30,000 stronj^—(which waa coufinuod by

the inhabitauta aloug the road) and hot work was autiei-

pated. The 1st Iowa cavalry were pushed to the i'ront,

and when within tea miles of Van Buren, they came

j

suddenly upon a rebel regiment drawn up in line of bat-

I tie, on whom they immediately charged, dispersing them

and capturing a few prisoners.

j

Gen. Blunt reached Van Buren with the advance at

I

12 o'clock same day, but Hindman declined battle, and

threw his forces across the river with such haste that all

his supplies were 'abandoned and fell into our hands.

After taking possession of Van Buren the main body ol

the army encamped on the heights overlooking the city,

while some of our batteries moved within range of Fort

Smith, which was vigorously shelled during the evening.

Ou the morning of the 29th we marched down from

our camps and passed through the town. The morning

was beautiful, and as regiment after regiment, with bright

bayonets gleaming in the sunlight, and the national flags

waving in the breeze, wound down round the base of the

hill and debouched on the level plain near the city, the

spectacle was grand beyond description. This was the

first occasion since the breaking out of the war that a

federal army had visited tlie locality, and the Hpcc-uiulc

was certainly one well calculated to cause tlie hearts of

traitors to quail as they beheld this host of patriot sol-

diers, exulting in the prestige of success, advance into

their midst, and doubtless the question arose in their
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guilty consciences—" What punishment will now be

meted out to ua for our treason 't
" To another class,

however, our advent was the harbinger of better times

—those who, by maintaining their loyalty, had been lor

two years subjects of persecution. To this class, our

coming was truly a source of joy, and they welcomed us

with tears of thankfulness.

As we marched along the principal streets with our

colors displayed—the bands playing '' Yankee Doodle
"

and the boys singing " John iJrowu," the colored people

seemed to enjoy it hugely. In passing the public square

the Confederate flag was hauled down and the *' Stars

and Stripes " took its place, the regiments as they passed

cheering heartily. A largo concourse of people had as-

sembled, and as they witnessed the discomfiture of tiieir

rebel colors and heard the vocal concert by our men their

faces assumed a scowling expression. Whether this was

occasioned by our want of musical skill, or the senti-

ment of the song, we' had no means of knowing—but 1

presume it was the latter, as no staunch supporter of the

'' chivalry " would sanction the proposition contained in

one of the verses, to

"Hang Jeff. Davis on a sour apple tree,"

which I thought the boys emphasized more strongly stnd

repeated oftcner than necessary to produce har»nony

Our captures consisted of 100 prisoners, a new l).i(U'ry

of three guns, five steamboats loaded with supplies, iiOO

mules and horses, 120 barrels of whisky, a large amount
19
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ot commissary stores, a train of 100 wagons, and 12,000

bushels of corn.

Notwithstanding the efiorts of our commanding gene-

rals, the town was much pillaged, but no acta of personal

violence committed. Private Wisner of our regiment,

who was proverbially hard on rebels, especially in pecu-

niary matters, acquired on this expedition, a hearse—the

only one in the city—which he loaded with an assort-

ment of goods consisting of ladies' bonnets, parasols,

umbrellas, straw hats, calico and sugar, and confiscated a

tull-blood donkey to draw the load.

The army remained until 6 o'clock P. M., December

29th, when the return march was commenced, alter de-

stroying the steamboats, and such other property as

could not be taken away. It is to be regretted, how-

ever, that Gen. Blunt found it necessary to commit the

greater portion of the city to the flames after we evacu-

ated it. It was a place of wealth and fashion, beauti-

fully located, and containing many handsome residences.

The value of the property destroyed would not fall far

short of $300,000, and the loss to the citizens in slaves,

who followed us away, was also heavy.

A secesh lady of Van Buren, belonging evidently to

the wealthy class, while endeavoring to convince one of

our men of the impossibility of the South over being

conquered " by fair means," gave it as a reason why

they lost the battle of Pea Ridge, " that the Yankee

Gun-Boati gave Gen. Curtis the advantage." The ig-

norance displayed in this as.sertion may be understood
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from tho I'act that' there is not sufficient wator in any j,',. ..^^

creek witiiin ten miles of Pea Ridge to aBbrd good
,^^ ^>

swimming accommodations for a duck. v^

The regiment returned to Prairie^. Grove on the 1st of . jji

,

January, after an absence of tour and a half days, during .,'. ,.

which time we had marched a distance of one hundred r. u

and twenty miles; and as one day of the time was spout
, <:';,,

at Van Burcu, had averaged thirty-four miles each day. '

\.,.
; j;,

Gen. SciiOFiELU joined the army while on its return
,

!
i

•

from Van ISuren, having been absent since November.

The rebel army under Gen. Hindman became thor- v,,.^ ,-,.

oughly dispersed by this prompt action on the part of
. ly.

Gens. Blunt and Herron in following up our splendid
, } ^,4}

victory at Prairie Grove with a pursuit which lef^ him * _],.;

no opportunity to reorganize his forces, who were pushed ',( \

across the Arkansas river in detachments and hurried h <

towards Arkadelphia, leaving about sixty of his wound-

ed behind with instructions "to take care of themselves !"

Two Missouri regiments refused to follow Hindman bo- iv . vv

yond the Arkansas—stacked their arms and dispersed
;

another soon after left him, taking their arms with them. S >oV ;iu

Two regiments of Texans also stacked their arms and i,

started for their homes, when a cavalry regiment was o.

despatched with instructions to arrest and bring them -tsv- .aI

back, but instead of arresting they joined the fugitives.

Simultaneously with our arrival at Van IJurcu, Col. , / >i

Phillips, under orders from Gen. IJIunt, advanced into

the Indian Territory with liiOO men, and drove the rebel *,

forces of Cols. Coffee and Sturwort across the Ar- :,'..;[ >:,
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,

kansas at Fort Gibson, and destroyed 'their lortifioations,

barracks and commissary buildings at l<'ort Davis. Col.

v,j MolNTOiiii, Confederate commander of the Creeks and

Choctaws, thereupon communicated to Gen. Blunt, the

determination of those tribes to abandon the rebel cause,

, and asked ior a treaty of peace with our Government.

' This defection on the part of the Indians, and absence

ia ,, ,^.
J

'ol any considerable force of rebels, virtually closed the

j

war in that region of country, and left our army free to

turn its attention to other fields.

j

On the afternoon of January 1st, 1863, marching or-

i

,, .^ . ders wore received for 7 o'clock on the following moru-

i X'^'i a i'^g- ^t th*^ ^loiir named the tents were struck and

wagons loaded, but owing to the bad condition of the

roads—which were nearly impassable from the heavy

I ..idi'-f; : rains of the past few days—after a delay of some hours,

the order for moving was countermanded, and wc again

pitched tents. During the day, Messrs. James W.

„,,.,• Means and E. A. Oliver, of Davenport, arrived in

,, y ; ', camp.

,
v i^ The rain having abated wo left camp at 7 o'clock on

the morning of January 2nd, and after a fatiguing march

of seven hours, bivouacked in a field half a mile south

of Fayettcville, where the regiment remained several

days.

,„ uT'i Gen. Herron had issued orders sometime previously

that two couiiuissioncd and ten nou-commisHioued officers

should be designated from each regiment to go home on

recruiting service, and accordingly on the morning ol
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the 4 th the persons uamcd act out ou horwobaok ou the '>• i .rsi

journey homeward. We were joined soon after leaving <ii'jii'.'

Fayetteville, by Messrs. D. KELLy, Carman, E. .liyv.i

A. Oliver and J. W. Means. rtw.iiiaj

Wo proceeded slowly and bivouacked about dark at .':k:.i'.

Mudtown, on the ground occupied the previous night by ' »"..^

a party of two hundred '* bushwhackers." Each of us '.1 ««.

in turn performed the duty of " picket " during the >"t'' ; .;•.

night, but no disturbance occurred except from an at- -' '"n-n

tempt on the part of Mr. Means to " jayhawk" a piece i- ^ v

of bacon from a house near by, in which attempt he was

detected, and fell back to camp hotly pursued by a small

boy and a number of dogs—losing in the aflfair his pen- r- i-'Lv

knife and tobacco. The alarm aroused us, and we hasti- •' !>'.(}

ly seized our revolvers and prepared for a fight, but ou '"- • :•

learning the facts, we proceeded to cook breakfast,

and resumed our journey at daybreak.

We pushed on rapidly, arriving at Cassville about 8 ':
.'*'.'

o'clock at night, where we bivouacked with a large

wagon train just north of the town. Hero Messrs.

Kelly, Means and Oliver left us, and hurried on to-

wards Springfield.

We left Cassville at daybreak on the morning of Jan- . '•!

uary 6th, and reached the camping ground at Crane

Creek after nightfall, where wc bivouacked with a party

of emigrants. All along our route from i*^ayettevillo, w© > ' i

had heard accounts from citizens, of the great scureily i^iCfi

of salt, and one of these emigrants, who was from Ar- n v..',

kansas, informed me that the article could not be procur-
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ed anywliorc in the country through which he had trav-

eled. At Elkhorn Tavern, where we atopped for dinner

on the second day alter leaving Fayetteville, we observed

a large crowd of people gathered about a wagon standing

in front of post headquarters. On inquiry we learned

that the wagon contained two barrels of salt, which some

enterprising speculator had brought from Holla, and was

retailing to citizens at the modest price of forty cents per

half pint. But previous to selling, his customer was

under the necessity of procuring a certificate of his loy-

alty from the post commander, after taking the oath of

allegiance. Some of the persons had travelled thirty

and others fifty miles, and after receiving their half pint

in a tin cup, or small sack, seemed much elated with their

good luck. In Arkansas, many of the farmers had re-

sorted to the expedient of digging up the surface of the

ground in their old smoke-houses, which was put into

water, and after standing a day or two, this water was

boiled, from which a small quantity of salt was procured.

Soon after resuming our journey on the morning of

the 7th, wo passed a small post held by a detachment of

Missouri State Militia, and the Lieutenant in command

told us that a " bushwhacker" had been killed the night

previous a short distance beyond, on the road. But one

of his men afterwards informed us that the man was a

resident of the neighborhood, who had bc<!n absent in

IIindman's army, and was one of thoao who deserted

from the rebel army after the battle of Prairie Grove

He was on his way home, and being recognized while
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i
passing the post, one of the men followed'and shot him.

i As we passed the place where the murder was committed

the spot was marked by a small pool of blood, aud au old

hat lying beside a newly made grave on the roadside.

We arrived in Springfield on the evening of the 7tli

much fatigued by our long ride, and retired to bed early

—hoping to resume our journey toward Rolla on the

next day. Sometime during the night we were aroused

by the rapid movement of wagons in the street, aud

great confusion in the tavern where we were stopping.

Jumping out of bed we hastened down stairs, where we

found the household goods being hastily removed in

wagons, and were informed that a large rebel force under

Gen. Marmaduke had captured Ozark, and were rapid-

ly advancing on Springfield. After a short deliberation

we came to the conclusion that it was another " Militia

Scare," and walked out on the street to observe the hurry

and bustle going on among shop-keepers and sutlers, who

were busily engaged moving their goods to " Fort No

1 " for safety. Soon after daybreak, we repaired to the

office of Col. Crabbe, of the 19th Iowa, post command-

er, and requested permission to proceed on our way to

Rolla. He informed us that Gen. Brown had given

orders that no person should be allowed to leave the

lines, and he also stated, that the report of Marma-

duke's advance was true, as the pickotrf had all been

driven in from the direction of Ozark, and that place

captured and burned the night previou.sj however, he

advised us to see Gen. Brown about the matter. On
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leaving Col. Crabije's office, seeing Gen. Brown and

staff rido into the public square, wo crossed over to speak

to him. While doing so, and expressing our belief that

Marmaduke would probably not venture to attack

Springlicld, our argument was suddenly disproved by the

report of artillery close by the outskirts of the town, and

the striking of a twelve pound shot near us iu the square,

which ricochetting, passed over our heads and went

crashing through the Chambers House, on the opposite

side of the square. The General then remarked :
" You

see, gentlemen, the ball has already opened j the Adju-

tant General will assign you to duty. Please, report to

him at once," and then rode off. Returning to our

rooms at the tavern we secured our revolvers and swords,

when we were ordered by the Adjutant General to report

for duty at Fort No. 1, where the Government property

had been removed for safety. On arriving we found tlie

18th Iowa on duty in the fort, which was well filled with

all descriptions of property—public and private—but by

far the greater portion consisting of sutlers' goods. A
great many families from town were also in the fort, with

their household goods, and carts loaded with similar

property were constantly arriving. The defenses con-

sisted simply of a breastwork some eight foot high, with

a twelve foot ditch, two brass l2-pounders, and a garriM{)n

of 389 men. After reporting for duty, we were ordered

to organize the sutlers, citizens, and oommi.ssary clerks

into a company, and issue arms to them, which we proceed-

ed to do at once and found ourselves in command ol as
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disorderly a aet of scamps as could well be collected to-

gether. Afterwards we had leisure to observe the pro-

gress of the fight, which by this time had become very

animated in the neighborhood of the military prison and

Port No. 4, where a charge made by the rebels had driv-

en the State Militia back nearly through the town ; but

they were met here by a detachment ot convalescents

near a tobacco warehouse, which had been fitted up

hastily as a hospital—(Dr. KiSTiNE of the 20th Iowa

acting as surgeon in charge,)—and in turn driven back

beyond the military prison. Again they rallied, and re-

newed the attempt to get possession of the town—fight-

ing desperately from house to house—sometimes, advan-

cing half way through the place, but each time repulsed

by the convalescent detachment and forced to retire, af-

ter losing heavily. Every loyal citizen having been arm-

ed, they were enabled to render great assistance by tiring

from the windows and doors of their dwelling houses.

Late in the afternoon one company of the 18th Iowa

loft the fort, taking with them one of our two 12-pound^

ers. They proceeded beyond the military prison with-

out meeting resistance, but in attempting to get their

gun in position near a clump of timber just east of Fort

No. 4, were suddenly assailed by a force of the enemy

concealed in the bushes near by, and compelled to re-

treat, leaving the gun behind, after their artillery horses

had been all killed, which, however, the enemy were una-

ble to take away at once on account of the vigorous tiring

by the convalescents, who pressed forward at once when the

20
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disaster was seen. Tlic company lost the Captaiu in

coiiimand, who was killed, aud several men badly wound-
ed, when they returned to the fort.

Gen. liKuwN was treacherously «hot from the window
of a hou.e in town, early in the tight, and bu.lly wound-
ed. The command then devolved on (Jol. GKAiUiE, who
uoquitted himseli well in conducting the defence ot the
place.

After nightfall the rebel general scut in a Hug of truce

with a request that " the town be surrendered and there-

by spare the further effusion of blood;" and staling

also that his forces were ample to take it by .storm

on the following day. Col. Ckabbe, however, disregard-

ed Gen. IJRoWN'a wish to comply with this demand, and
returned a positive refusal. Had the demand bo(;n made
early in the day, before the attack commenred and Gcu.
JJuowN was wounded, there is little doubt the rebels

would have taken quiet possession of the place without
lighting.

The expedition was fitted out on purpose to capture

Springfield, with its large depots of army supplies, by
Lien. Makmaduke, who advanced with great rapidity

from the Arkansas river with a force of 5,000 mounted
inlaatry, and two pieces of artillery drawn by ton horses

each—marching a distance of over filiy ,niles in the

twcnty-iour hours preceding their arrival at Spiing-

lield, skirmishing with our pickets and scouting parties

nearly the entire distance. The rebels dismount-^J at

daybreak two miles from Springheld, where they lelt
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their horses, uud, iil'ter some delay in tomiiug Hue ul -^ ,,;

' battle, advauced to the attack on foot in two columns. •/,-;,

,

The Ibroes defending the place consisted of the iJrd
, ,,

I IVlissouri Cavalry, counmanded by (Jol. VV. King; 45;}
. . .,

men of the 4th Missouri Cavalry, Missouri State Militia,

commanded by Col. Ceo. H. Hall; 389 men of the 18th ,.,„.- ,

I

Iowa, Commanded by Lieut. Col. Z. T. Cook ; 378 men of

I

the 2nd battalion of the 14th Cavalry, Missouri State . -'-.jj

;
Militia, commanded by Lt. (]ol. John II. Pound; 223 .*

iv

men of the enrolled State Militia, under command ol' , ^^,,,.

Capt. P111LLIP.S ; uud 5GU convalescents, stragglers and

citizens—making a total force of about 2,000. There

were also, in addition to the two guns at Fort No. 1, two

1 old howitzers, and one 6-poundor—the latter mounted on .. ,

wagon wheels. , -,,;>;

' The fight lasted thirteen hours, when the enemy re-
, ,

., ^ ,^,

treated in the direction of jjebanou, but no force wan

sent in pursuit.

All the movements of the rebel general were charao-
ic,\;..

terized by doubt, hesitation, and an apparent want of r?-,. >

coulidence in his men. KvQvy day's march from the j,p,...j,

Arkansas River was stimulated by bulletins in which his

army were promised complete success in the capture ol'
f,,,.|..

Spriugticld, and a permanent re-establishment of Confod- ;,; ,, , ,

crate authority in Missouri. Frantic appeals to the
, ,,, ..(4

•' down-LruJJou " " oppressed" citizens ot the State to '; ,;,,(, ,
.:<

" rise in the majesty of their wrongs and drive the accurs- j , ,

ed vandal invaders from their soil 1" was made—but the

'^ oppressed " people not responding with sufficient aluc- ,; ^ .,
^i
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rity he adopted the more sure mode of conscription to se-

cure their support. Neither old age nor youth was ex-
empt

;
boys oftwelve years, and decrepid old men of

seventy, were seized upon and hurried from their homes,
without arms or previous preparation.

The feeble resistance encountered from detachments
of State Militia at the posts on his route of march, was
dwelt upon by the rebel general as an indication of Weak-
ness on the part of the government forces, and served to

inspire confidence among his men of the ultimate suc-
cess of the enterprise.

The hesitation on the part of the rebels in making the
attack, was the means of their own defeat and salvation
of Springfield; for, had they immediately advanced to

the charge on horseback without allowing time to com-
plete preparations for the defence of the place, no con-
siderable opposition would have been encountered from
the militia; but the delay gave ample time to arm and
equip the convalescents in the various hospitals in town,
who, with the 18th Iowa, constituted the principal Union
forces present for defence, and by whom the rebels were
repulsed and defeated.

A large number of recruiting officers from other regi-

ments arriving on the day following the battle, we con-
solidated the various detachments into a company, which
numbered sixty-two men, and were furnished arms and
horses, when permission was granted us to proceed on
our journey to St. Louis.

We accordingly Iftft Springfield early on Hi.i ...mmn- of
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the 10th, following close in the rear of Marmauuke's

army, which was moving in the direction of Rolla.

Maj. Thompson, Dr. Ristine, and Lieut. Starck ac-

companied us. We proceeded cautiously, with videttes

thrown out in advance, expecting au attack hourly. The

telegraph posts had been cut down, and the wires were

lying in the road, but we saw no enemy until near sunset,

when a couple of Confederate soldiers were discovered by

our videttes, who immediately gave chase. They escap-

ed, however, by concealing themselves in the woods, after

abandoning their horses.

On reaching Sand Springs, we found the block house

burned, and saw the sky lighted up off to the right in

the direction of Hartsville, by burning buildings, mark-

ing the route of the rebel army. Discharges of artillery

were also heard occasionally in that direction, denoting

that they had encountered the Ibrces of (jen. Warren,

and a light was in progress. Soon after dark we found

the roads so bad as not to admit of our proceeding fur-

ther that night, and bivouacked at a farm house at the

junction of the Rolla and Hartsville roads. Our pickets

on the Hartsville road were particularly cautioned to be

vigilant, and tire promptly on any one who advanced on

that road. About 2 o'clock next morning we wcro

aroused by a shot from our picket in that direction, when

we seized our arms and prepared for defence. After wait-

ing a few moments, and no enemy making his appear-

ance, the oflicer of the guard went out and wnn inform-

•id by the piektjt that he had tired at some one. coaeonleil
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in tlic bu»hc.s, who liud icluacd to uboy liib urdcr (u liult.

Wc were more culightcncd, liowovcr, next nioriiiii>^',

wlicu the owner of the farm requested paymo.ul lor a

cow which had been shot the nij^ht previous by our

picket.

We found the people all along the road towards Holla

much excited in view of the probable march of Mauma-

DUKE toward that place, and the certainty of a great de-

struction of property if his progress was not stopped.

Wc arrived at Holla on the ll^th, and embarked next

morning on the cars for JSt. Louis, where we arrived the

same night.

We were paid off here on the 14th, and arrived in

Iowa on the 18th, where recruiting offices wore

opened in Davenport and Cedar Kapids.

On the evening of April 17th a beautiful flag was

presented to the regiment, by Miss Lizzie IIaimuo, ol

Davenport. The ceremonies took place at Metropolitan

Hall—Judge J. F. Dillon delivering the presentation

address on behalf of the young lady, which was respond

ed to by Lt. Col. J. 13. Leake. The Hag had been

purchased by a subscription taken up for the purpose by

the fair donor. This was a very opportune present, as

we had been without the National colors since the battlo

ol Prairie Grove—the Hag originally received from Ihr

(jovernmeut having been eaten by our nniles at a time

when forage was scarce.

Wo found recruiting parties from almost every Iowa

regiment in the ticld, hard at work on our arrival, and
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as the prospect of success in this line seemed somewhat

discouraging, we soon became impalieut to return to the

field. We therefore applied to be relieved, and rejoined

the regiment at St. Louis, alter an absence of four months.

On rejoining the command we found the following

changes and promotions hail occurred during our absence :

Capt. KuFUH II. LucoRE, of Company H, resigned

on the 19th of December, and was succeeded by ISer-

goant Major George II. Gray, who had been promoted

from 1st Sergeant of the same company.

Capt. CiiAS. E Cook, of Company I, resigned on the

22nd of December, and 2iid Lieut. J. C. McClelland,

of (yompany A, was commissioned as Captain of Com-

pany I. 1st Lieut. Stei'jien L. Dows, of Company I

also resigned on the 5th of January following, and 2nd

Lieut. James W. (;ARVER, ol the same company was

promoted to fill the vacancy. W.M. K. Earl, also of the

same company, succeeded fiicut. Carver as 2nd Lieu-

tenant—being promoted from 1st Sergeant.

Capt. Sylvanus B. Byram, of (Jompauy K, resigned

DU the 2!)th of December, and 2nd Sergt. Henry H.

Doolittle, of Company C, 2nd Iowa Infantry, was pro-

moted to be Captain of Company K. 2ud Lieut. Eljah

Taylor, of Company K, who had died at Cassville on

the 25th of October, was succeeded by 1st Sergt. Will-

iam J. Steel, of the same company.

1st Lieutenants Alpiionzo II. Brooks, (Company D,

Geo. 11. Bennett, Company G, and Elijah StoniC;
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Company K, had tendered their resignations and were

absent from the regiment.

First Lieut. Joun G. G. Cavendish, of Company E,

not having recovered from his wound received in the

battle of Prairie Grove, was also absent.

Dr. K. S. Marlin, our 2nd Assistant Surgeon, joined

the regiment in December.

Brigadier Gen. F. J. IIerron was now in command

of the Army of the Frontier, having been promoted to

the rank of Major General.
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CIIAPTEll X.

Movements of tiik Reqiment uuuing the months ok

Januauv, Fkbuuaky, Makcii and Apish,—Aiuuvai. jn

St. Louis—The Akmy Reviewed iiy Gen. Cukti8—
Remove to Pilot Knou—Duaw SuKi/rEu Tents— , .

-' ^ .

•

Dissatisfaction with them—Maucu to St. Gene-

vieve— Embauk fou VicKsiJuiui — Condition of

Tfioops on boaud a Tuanspokt—Voyage down the
Riveu and akkival at Youno's Point.

On January 5th, 1863, Brig. Gen. J. M.Sciiofield, -'^c-
'-''^

having resumed command, the army was reviewed by

him at Fayctteville, and the large amount of transporta- '
'

tion allowed us by Gen. Totten was reduced one half.

This action on the part of the General, in view of the

opinion then current that an active campaign was about -^ '•^'^

being inaugurated, was received by the command with

murmurs of discontent, from the fact that the rainy sea-

son had set in, rendering the roads exceedingly disagree-

able tor marching, and by being deprived of a large por-

tion of our wagons the men would now be under the

necessity of carrying their knapsacks, instead of having

them hauled. But the order was curried out, and on the

morning of the Gth the men lound thcnisolvos nfi dio

march over a muddy road, encumbcrod with heavy knap-

sacks, going in the direction ot Richland, at which place

we bivouacked at 8 o'clock on the same evening in an

21
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open field. The march was rt'sumcd ou the following

morning, but after going five milea we halted at " Camp

lloseerana," where we tarried until tlie iOth, and then

resumed the march, going into camp on the evening of

the same day at Huntsville.

The division remained here until January 18th, the

troops suffering under a more than ordinary complication

of all the discomforts and ills incident to a winter cam-

paign. Sometimes on half rations—occasionally on quar-

ter rations, and frequently with no rations at all—har-

rassed with orders to move each morning, which were as

often countermanded in the evening after remaining all

day exposed to the rain without shelter, with our wagons

loaded ready to move. The rain which had been falling

incessantly for several days was now succeeded by a snow

storm, which, added to the great scarcity of rations, in-

creased the discomfort to such an extent that men grew

indignant at the tender-footed policy of the General in

regard to " respecting private property," and commenced

pillaging from the inhabitants in ordertoprevent starvation

among themselves. This state of affairs culminated on

the IGth in some bold and successful attempts at robbery

in the town, which induced Gen. Schofield to order

anotlier move, notwithstanding the almost impassable

condition of the roads. Aco(jrdingly our bri<^;ulo \v,{\

Huntsville on the morning ol the iMth, but alter a short

march again halted—the 20th Iowa going into camp on

the same ground wo occupied the preceding (jetubcr

when, it will be remembered, we made a forced uiaich
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buok to Osage Springs. Simultaneously wit li our arrival :: ;?,

in camp orders were received to resume the march on

the following morning. IJut tho rain still continuing, • r; u

a delay was occasioned in order to send out a party oi' ,!i.^tt" :

observation, who retmfced in the evening reporting the ::' It >

roads impassable for our wagon trains, when we again .!,

pitched tents. A detail was then made to go in search (mi .

of forage. The men were mounted on mules and set out rj,=

with orders to "search for foraye" but no means of i ir.i'

bringing it to camp was provided in case the search ..;.:,;,,

proved successful. They returned after a few hours ab- :
t .;:

sonoe, bringing the intelligence that none could bo found, ,f ;..-

and the rain having somewhat abated we broke camp on (.»• ; a.,

tho morning of the 22nd and set out in the direction of .V) , 'a,

Bcntonville. The roads were found in such bad condi« -.1' -. i

tion, however, that after proceeding a short distance our ;v: < ,.»

starving mules proved unable to draw the wagons through ,": i •;

the mud, and by the delay occasioned from frequent

halts, and incessant efforts required in extricating the

wagons, the command became wearied, and parties com-

menced straggling oil' on the different roads and by-ways

which promised the best walking until night set in, when

the various detachments bivouacked wherever they hap-

pened to be at the time. (.ol. Dye, with portions of our ,;„ ^'

own and the oTth lllinoia regiments, rested on the War :: i

Magic, eight miles distant from tho correct route lif ' '

march. The greater portion of the wagons having been

left sticking fast in the mud, on tho route of the previ-
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ous day'a march, the 23rd was occupied in extricating

and getting them into camp.

The march was resumed at daylight on the morning of

the 24th, and brought the regiment within half a mile

of Gross Hollows, where we bivdtacked for the night.

As the rations were now almost entirely exhausted, much

anxiety was felt to reach the post at " Elkhorn " with

as little delay as possible, and accordingly on the morn-

ing of the 25th the march was renewed at an early hour.

The road being now over higher ground, the regiment,

after a rapid march of eighteen miles, arrived at Elk-

horn at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, where rations were

drawn, and issued immediately after going into camp

The march was resumed at 9 o'clock A. M., ou the

26th, and we bivouacked the same evening about five

milcB north of Cassville. The weather had now become

quite cold, and materially augmented the hardships en-

dured on the march.

The brigade remained in camp here until the 29th,

when the march was resumed, and continued on the fol-

lowing day, bringing us to " Camp Schofield," where we

rested until February 14th, when we again moved a short

distance, going into camp on a very pleasant site culled

"Camp IJliss." We tarried here until March 1st, when

after another fatiguing march over a muddy road, we nr-

rived at Ozark late in the evening, where we bivouacked

for the night, and started again early on the following

morning, marching eighteen miles to " White Oak

Springs," where we rested for the night, and moved
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agaiu next morning, arriving at '^ Ilazlcwood," (Gen.

Totten's headquarters) about noon, where a temporary

halt was made. After resting two hours orders were re-

ceived to move on five miles further, to '• Camp liloom-

ington," where we arrived late in the evening. The

regiment was here paid for three months' service, on the

13th of March, the first pay we had received since going

into the field, and rested until the 14th, when a further

march of two days brought us to Elk Greek, where wo

remained until April 3rd. On the morning of the ord

the march was resumed, and continued each day, until

tho 6th when we halted at " Camp Totten," within nine

miles of Rolla, where we rested until the 23rd, and then

moved hurriedly by rail to St, Louis, whore wo arrived

on the 24th and were assigned to duty guarding the

north wall of the Arsenal ground and Iron Mountain

Railroad track.

We were never able to ascertain correctly the reason

of our division being so hastily called to St. Louis, but

rumor, as usual, supplied the absence of more satisfactory

information. By this wo learned that a formidable expedi-

tion, under command of Gen. Price and other Confederate

leaders, was again advancing from Arkansas for the pur-

pose of attempting the capture of St. Louis, with its

immense stores of supplies. Tho rumor seemed to gain

credence from tho fact that part of our brigade were

hurried on board steamers and left for some point below

on the river, immediately on our arrival in the city, and

'^V^-:
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a low dayH subsoqucntly information came back that a

battle had been Ibught, resulting in favor of the rebels.

Our regiment were nearly all in excellent health, at

this time, and the weather being delightful, wo took ad-

vantage oi this .short relaxation, and endeavored to enjoy

the good fortudc which had unexpectedly thrown us

again into St. Louis to its fullest extent. Orders, al-

though attempted to be enforced by a strong camp guard,

were insufficient to confine men within camp, nud at

times there were scarcely men and officers enough present

to fill the small details called for on guard duty each

morning. It would be no exaggeration to say that two-

thirds of our division could be found at any time during

the day, and up to a late hour at night, strolling through

the streets of the city, with no proper authority for

being absent from camp. And in this, the men were

merely imitating the example of their officers.

On the 11th of May we were ordered out to partici-

pate in the annual celebration given in honor of an early

triumph of loyalty in Missouri, on the spot whore organ-

ized treason met its first rebuke in the city—" Camp

Jackson." The ceremonies were preceded by a review

in front of Maj. Gen. Curtis' headquarters, after which

we were joined by the various militia organizations and

societies of citizens, when the procession moved to ilio

ground on which the celebration was to take phae. The

spot selected was one around which clustered in the

memories of those who were residents of St. Louis in

the early spring of 'Gl, recollections of the opening
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struggle
J
where the notorious rebel Governor, Claib.

Jackson, with his host oi' sympathizing traitors had es-

tablished a camp and raised the standard of secession, but

met prompt rebuke at the hands of the heroic Lyon.

After stacking arms we dispersed over the grounds to

witness the ceremonies. Addresses were delivered by a

number of talented gentlemen, but owing to the noise

and confusion unavoidable in such a vast assemblage ol

people, very few of their remarks could be heard except

by those who had been so fortunate as to secure positions

near the platform.

When this portion of the exercises was concluded, our

attention was attracted to the disturbances which had aris-

en about the numerous refreshment stands, around

which large numbers of soldiers had assembled. Alter

a short contemplation of the tempting delicacies offered

for sale, the men having no money to purchase

—

(fuc

simile being less current here than in the rural distiiuts

of the interior)—proceeded to take forcible possession

—

ejecting the owners from the premises by tumbling them

over the fence headlong. All other efforts to restore or-

der having failed, the long-roll was beat, and the com-

mand marched back to camp at double-quick.

These .slight disturbances, however, might be reasona-

bly expected, when wo consider that an army such as

ours, after many weary months of fatiguing marches

—

exposed to all the hardships iucidcut to a eoutinunus

campaign during the inclement winter scanon— is .sudden-

ly disencumbered in great measure of military restraint,



-H'j f,i:..i aiOjfiiJ gi,

<>• 'v.,!-, .'jJiii:

b-iliO'Ut j'.biu',-/.' ^lU/ftiu.Jv! ''ly y;!0'i^;aDfl Oii- •lir.iff.Q nO

H>:.i-i-iKii} ircvT Milt fii iUj/i.S C;',
,.' ,j; vwn - .' -./y-'u ;;'i<

'.'.'>;

((
^ {

•3-13 '.uo't) si^nwo x.n ynJloaj^M

'10 diuJadi o>> altoVlj) -i^ai > ilA ^jooltoMii yau'«J oiij Tt»vo

.i(oiir})-«)ic!jo'.' t« qoiiiu oJ ao*id -jfc.liii^.iu b^auj

iiu'-Wm.. .'•
1 "'.riij'i'. ij-'iU'ii |ftVL,''i!:i. .' Oil. ^.^! Jwl/ n;j!4:(;;iJii;i

..'iur-iU.y! \;'/hUiH lu fvisi^oia J siv. tii i>->idola«;jituo!iil> >()



168 RECOLLECTIONS OF ^'"V

and thrown amid a vast throng of civilians. We had no

money with which to purchase the luxuries thus tempt-

ingly spread before us by men who exercised little cau-

tion to conceal their sympathies with those whose treason

had called us from home to endure the hardships of war,

aud we therefore drew thon—not perhaps in strict accor-

iluncc with <' llcgulatious," but in a liberal construction

of General Burnside's rccommeudation to " subsist off

the enemy." This proceeding was doubtless in its ten-

dency subversive of good order and military discipline,

but the boys satisfactorily explained away all objections

by showing that the " exigencies of the service required

it!"

The number of people on the ground during the day-

was estimated at 75,U0U.

On the evening of May 14th we received marching or-

ders for the following morning, which was the signal for

a general stampede of officers and men to the city, aud

during the night the camps were deserted by nearly all

except a small portion of the camp-guards. However,

morning found them all back, and prepared for the march.

Wo left camp at 8 o'clock and marched to the depot

of the St. Louis aud Iron Mountain Railroad, where we

embarked on board a train of upon cars, and were soon

on our way to Pilot Knob, where wc arrived after a ploiin-

ant ride of six hours. Disembarking wc marched about

one mile south of the town and encamped. A small por-

tion of the regiment which had been left in cliargc of the

regimental property at Holla when the movement to 8t.
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Louis was made, rejoined us here—having marched across

the country horn Holla.

Our stay at Pilot Knob lasted until June yd, the time

being passed in daily company and battalion drills. Wo

also received four months' additional pay, and exchanged

our old " French " for new " Shelter " tents—the latter,

although at tirst much disliked by the men, were, alter

we became accustomed to them, preferred to the old ones.

On the morning of June 3d, orders were received to

march within an hour, and our preparations were so has-

tily made, and transportation so limited, that much com-

pany property and surplus rations were abandoned lor

want of room on the wagons to transport them to St.

Genevieve—whither we were going.

Passing through the little village of Ironton, near Pi-

lot Knob, we saw a large number of " Pontoons," which

called to recollection the stirring but unappreciated en-

terprize of Gen. J. C. PiiEMONT. These relics of the

unfortunate General's military career were here collected

and thrown carelessly aside to decay. In looking at them

we could not avoid the reflection that their own and the

military career of their illustrious projector were alike

brief, and had shared a similar fate—both had been un-

appreciated and cast aside. Speculations also arose in

our minds as to whether the time was I'ar distant when

these much needed and useful appendages ot an army—

(Pontoon bridges)—would receive the attention and ap-

proval they deserved. It is scarcely necessary to add

that, while the "Pontoons " very soon afterwards came
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into favor and general udc, the popularity of the General

wlio introduced tlieui into Missouri continued to " grow

HUialler by degrees, and beautifully less."

Alter a liitiguiug march of sixteen miles we halted

late in the evening near the little town of Fariuiagloii,

where wc rested for the night, and resumed the maioli

belbrc daybreak next morning. Soon after starting vie

came upon a plank-road, and the day being pleasant were

enabled to march rapidly—reaehiu^ the village ol' Valley

Forge at sunset, where we again rested, being uuw but

seven miles distant from St. Genevieve.

Many of the men during the past two days' march,

threw away their "shelter tents," averring that they

were useless, and also declaring it an "outrage to com-

pel them to receive an article so worthless, and also car-

ry it on the march." However, but a short time elapsed

until the general aversion to " shelter"—(or, as they

were more generally called, " Boy tents
"—wore off, and

the men who had thrown them away became solicitous

to have them replaced by others.

Wc resumed the march on the morning of the 5th,

and after passing through St. Genevieve, halted about

two miles above the town, on the banks of the river,

where our division were already embarking on board

steamers. The boat on which wo wore to cuilcuk not

yet having arrived from St. Louis, a camp guard wa.s

detailed and strenuous ellorts made by our regimental

commander to prevent straggling on the part of our ex-

hausted men. ^ n n<v
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Our caoipaigiia in Missouri here ceaHod. Wo luui

niai'ched ou loot since louviug RoUa on the 16th ol' Sep

tembcr, 18(32, eleven hundred and tioenty-seven miles!—
most of our marches being made during the winter sea-

won, exposed to the rains, and over roads at times almost

impassable on account of the mud. Much of the time wc

iiad been on half-rations, and with inadequate supplies ol"

clothing. The hardships endured on these marches hud

thinned our ranks more than would as many hard fought

battles. And now, even after the lapse of time, and sub-

sequent more stirring scenes of sieges and battles in which

wc took part, our memories still retain vivid recollections

of the lonely wayside graves where we deposited the bo-

dies of our comrades along the route of these unparallel-

ed marches. They fell—not in battle—but by disease

icontracted while in the performance of duties boyoud

their strength, and under circumstances of peculiar liurd-

ship. We shall never cease to honor their memories

for the heroism which enabled many of them at times,

even while suffering under disease, to still continue in

the discharge of their duties.

For the information of such of ray readers as have not

been in the army, I will give some of the customs on a

march, and also the order of embarkation by troops (tn

board a transport—our embarkation at this time differ

ing but little I'rora that of any other regiment or army

under similar circumstances.

Oar wagons on leaving camp were attended by the

company cookSj (usually four in number,) who each ac-
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companied the wagon containing tlicir own yonipany prop-

erty, in order partly to guard against the loss ol' cooking

utensils on the route, and also be prepared to commence

preparations for cooking immediately on arriving in camp.

In addition to the cooks all the stragglers of a regiment

made the wagons a place of general rendezvous, as they

were thereby enabled to secure more plunder during the

march by the facilities afforded for secreting it on the

wagons and having it hauled to camp. The convales-

cents also accompanied the wagons, on which they were

permitted at times to ride. It will thus bo seen that at

the termination of a hard day's march no inconsiderable

portion of an army is found with the trains. Immedi-

ately on arriving at the landing the property belonging

to each company was unloaded under the superintendence

of the quartermaster, when it was the duty of the cooks

to guard against its being stolen by stragglers from other

regiments. When ready to embark, an officer was detail-

ed with a fatigue-party, to put the property on board the

vessel. This duty finished, the regiment then marched

to the boat, where the Adjutant assigned quarters to

the respective companies as they arrived on board. The

first company were marched to the hurricane-roof—as

near the stern as they could be got—and placed directly

across the boat ; each euocossive company as it arrived

were placed parallel with the first, until the top o( the

boat was filled ; the remainder were then allowed to oc-

cupy the forecastle, the space between the cabin and

guards, and, if room was still wanting—as was the case
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with US—some of the companies were under the neceusi-

ty of sharing quarters witli the mules and horses on the

lower deck—sleeping on the coal-pile and in close prox-

imity to the engine and boilers.

The condition of troops on board a transport is miser-

able in the extreme. Huddled together like hogs in

a pen—^jostled and jammed from side to side—compelled

to cat and sleep on the filthy decks—without exercise

during the day, and trampled upon at night while en^

deavoring to sleep—with rations of half cooked meat and

tasteless pilot-bread, and constantly inhaling the iuipure

atmosphere engendered by the dense crowd on board,

and arising from mules and horses on the lower deck.

But notwithstanding the total absence of every com-

fort, I heard no complaints uttered by the men. They

met this hardship as they had others, with a spirit ol

resignation which deprived it of much of its discomfort.

The officers, however, occupied the cabin—with guards

stationed at the entrances to prevent intrusion from the

soldiers—passing their time in reading, writing letters,

and games of cards—("Whisky Poker," "California

Jack," and " Old Sledge," alternating with " Poker,"

"Muggins" and " Euchre,") A portion of the cabin

was assigned to the Surgeons and occupied by our sick

men, who were made as comfortable as circumstancc^s

would permit. No facilities were afforded for cooking

on board, and wo were under the necessity of landing for

that purpose.

.r'^.



-zm^ oi?oif) "i Ibnf f>iiq -l.-!:)!! arh u'.> «^^»-:j ..fl»» --;':L>t>b taw^.J

at ^-rjoi) 3i'' 'oift^jj^oJ f>of(;L«li . (.^.?l)':y -. J,; a} ^M.k

'»!I'^J)X•J +;joffJiv/—eiln^b v.iyiii » i: ru: q- .;,' v:-vJj.;ju]

-
1 i>;'.iuij'i 'lJ!isl {•; -uOiV-i'r dii-A' c^y-^f: .. -;^)r ,.>' >:

vOiil" t^JUJl -JiJf V,' !??)'!• "!^ ;i..,:; -fi: ,ij:> ^!;« '.liV.JC !, ,i"i.;i

i!Jr.t:y)/ Jnw--/; i:-. .. t>jL :' '(.jrKi:: (IJV.WO:' ,'-.C-':.j,!i-i ..ill

^n'i:jJ^'>i -'(ui'-'^v ,;:5.ia.;,a-» Jii ^uWi -UiJ^!: ;.ui;.:i'i>. v L-j/iiLi-

".:.;.'i'i • .i.:W •i.iiJi.iiiOJi*: ^ijijLuif.. »-iu' ' ^v.jl "^Jr-uTi



174 IlEOOLLEOXrONS OP '

Our cliieF consolation under t'lcae untoward circum-

stancea was in the hope wc felt that our long marclics in

Missouri were now over, and wc were entering upon a

new field, where wc could do more efficient service in

assisting to crush the rebellion, with less marching.

Yet some fears were entertained that our destination

might be the Tennessee river, in which case wc should

be disappointed in our wishes to join Gcu. Grant.

However, this question would be settled on our arrival

at Cairo.

The following remarks by a cotemporary writer (Lt.

S. D. Thompson, of the Third Iowa,) arc particularly

appropriate, as showing the sense of injustice entertained

by the men in reference to the distinctive difference be-

tween their own and the condition of the officers, while

on board a transport:

" With our officers, however, the case was different.

They ate at the cabin table and had good fare. They

slept in staterooms. They had the ladies' cabin to them-

selves, and guards were stationed to keep the soldiers out

ol' it. 'This was just. They had a right to what they

paid for. But such a contrast of comfort and misery

looked decidedly bad, especially among men who at home

were equals, and whom mutual hardship and peril should

have made friends. To us, the soldiers, it was a con-

viiiciug proof that our officers were selfish and cared

little for us. We could not see where they had merited

BO much more than wc Had they been braver in battle,

or had they exposed themselves to greater danger ? They
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were superior to us in rank and emolumeuts -, but this

superiority we had conferred with our votes. Was this

sharing the hardships of war as they had promised to do

while we were yet citizens r' Moreover rank aud emolu-

uicut do not always answer the question ol' merit. Al-

lowing that they had always done their duty in the

places assigned them, had they done it better than wo !

Had they been more exemplary in morals, or more atten-

tive to duty, or more patient under suffering 'f Had they

beeu so diligent in the acquisition ol military knowledge

as to be worthy of exemption from hardship 'I We
could not see it. There was nothing peculiarly hard in

their duties which should create this disparity. They

did no fatigue duty. They did not carry a gun, a car-

tridge box, or a knapsack, on the march. They did not

have to walk the sentinel's beat in storm. The surgeon

did not abuse them when they were sick. When they

said they were not able to do duty they were believed.

But the Government had conferred on them these privi-

leges. We had no right to complain."

Additional transports arrived about nine o'clock in the

evening, and our regimental property was immediately

shipped on board the J. D. Perry. The regiment

marched on board about 11 o'clock P. M. Soon after-

wards the boat was cast loose and commenced her voy-

age down the river. Little doubt now reiuuiucd as to

our destination, and grout satislaoliun was expressed at tlie

prospect of joining Gen. Grant's forces, and participating

in the capture of VicksbMrg.
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We landed a short distance below the town oi Com^

merce, ou the Illinuia shore, where rations were cooked

and the boat put through a cleaning process, which was

rendered necessary by her filthy condition.

Wo arrived at Cairo at 6 o'clock, same evening, (June

Gth) where the boat landed I'or the purpose of coaling.

Many gun-boats were at anchor near by, and we were

much interested in examining these dark gloomy looking

crafts, as they silently lay at anchor out in the stream,

with the black muzzles of their guns protruding from

the port-holes at the bow and on either side—and no one

visible on the decks except the sentinels, who were slow-

ly pacing their beats. Transports loaded with troops,

similar to our own, were constantly arriving and depart-

ing—some up the Ohio river, and others down the Mis"

sissippi. The stillness was occasionally relieved by the

cheers of a regiment on one boat as it recognized one on

another with whom they had perhaps served in some

past campaign or battle. At night, as these transports

came hurrying past, with their dense mass of human

freight, and volumes of black smoke rolling up from the

chimneys—blazing at the bow from huge fires in the

furnaces—lit up in front by two fiery eyes gleaming out

in the darkness—one red, the other grocn—suspended

Irom the tops of the chimneys—one mi^ht iniagiiio tlicm

some huge monsters bent on an errand oi' destruction.

The object of our lauding at Oairo having been ucoom-

plished, our fleet cast loose at o o'clock on the morning

of June 7lh, turning it.s course down the Mississippi,
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with the entire Army of the Frontier ou board. As the

boat swung around with her bow down stream, our satia-

factiou at the realization of our wishes to go to Vicks-

burg, found vent in deafening cheers, which were repeat-

ed by the troops on the other transports which accom-

panied us, and echoed by the gloomy forest along the

river bank.

Gen. Vandever, commanding our division, came on

board the boat at Cairo, and some of our officers were

compelled to vacate their staterooms to accommodate his

staff", which they did with ill-concealed reluctance.

Gen. Herron, we learned, had passed down the river a

few days previoulsy. We lauded a short time at Colum-

bus, Ky., and soon after resuming our journey passed

Island No. 10, which at that time contained a large gar-

rison, and was the rendezvous of contrabands, who were

here in largo numbers working on the fortifications.

We arrived at New Madrid at 11 o'clock A. M., where

we again kuded, and the 38th Iowa, who had been on

duty at this place for some months, were added to our

division, and put on board one of the transports—

a

negro regiment relieving them at that post.

No other landing was made until we reached Mem-

phis, where we arrived early on the morning of the 8th,

without interruption from the guerrillas, who had lierc-

tofore seldom allowed a transport to pass without firing

into her.

We left Memphis at 4 o'clock A. M., next day, under

convoy of two gun-boats— a precaution deemed necessary

23
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on account of the numerous bauds of guerrillas who

infested the river banks on either side, and, unless over-

awed by the presence of a gun-boat, fired into all trans-

ports which passed either up or down stream. We
stopped in the stream frequently during the day, while

one of the gun-boats ran to some point in advance and

shelled the woods vigorously for a short time.

We arrived at Helena at 2 o'clock 1*. M., same day,

where we landed, and the regiment marched ashore, for

the purpose of again having the boat cleaned. We re-

embarked and continued our voyage at half past 3 P.

M., but as it was deemed unsafe to run alter dark, wo

again landed late in the evening, and one company from

each boat were sent on shore as pickets. Company K,

of our regiment, was sent off on this duty. We iiad

beautiful moonlight until near 12 o'clock, when a most

terrific rain storm set in accompanied by blinding flashes

of lightning and peals of thunder which shook the

ground on which we were standing. The wind, also

blew almost a hurricane ; during the storm the boats

were blown from their anchors, and dispersed in all

directions. However, tlie storm ceased about 'd o'clock

iu the morning, and as none of the boats were materially

damaged, the pickets were taken on board, when the

fleet got under way at daybreak.

Wc pu.ssed " Milliken's ]>cnd " at J 1 o'clock A M.,

Juno 11th, and alter a temporary stop at Vuuug's Point,

proceeded up the Yazoo Uiver about twelve miles to a

lauding below Chickasaw IMuHs, whore we again landed,
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aud made preparations to disembark. The heavy boum-

iiitj; of artillery at Vieksburg eould now bo distinctly

heard, aud evidences of the hard struggle which had

been for some time going on in this vicinity, was seen in

the badly damaged boats constantly plying on the Yazoo

between Haines' Bluff and Young's Point—the cabins

of some of them being almost torn off by shells. After

remaining here nearly an hour, the fleet again cast loose

and steamed down the Yazoo, landing a few miles below

Young's l^oint on the Louisiana side of the river, where

we disembarked a short distance above a mortar boat

which lay close in under the bank, and was throwing

shells at the enemy's water-batteries across the river at

Vieksburg.

The great stronghold of rebellion on the Mississippi

—

the point to which public attention for many weary months

had been directed with alternating hopes and fears—was

now in plain view. VicKSBURG, with its deserted land-

ing which was t)nce the busy mart of trade, thronged

with merchandise aud hurrying steamers, now desolate

and bare ; its once crowded streets now marred with bar-

ricades, aud void of any appearance of animated life ; its

bold bluffs, once the favorite resort of the pleasure seek-

er, now crowned with batteries vomiting forth defiance

and death at those who had ever before been its friends

:

its palatial residences whose tin-covered roofs l)lazc(l

in the setting sun, showing many openings through

which had passed the descending shot and shell ; and

even as we looked at it flashes from bursting shells lit up
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the air above, or solid shot wcut crashing throuj^h the

already hall dcmoliahod buildings. Wc looked anxious-

ly, but in vain, lor any appearance of a human being

within its precincts ; no indications of its being inhabit-

ed could be seen aside from the smoke and thunder of

its batteries which crowned every hill top and occupied

every elevated position in the city. In looking at its

cordon of redoubts, rifle-pits and solid breastworks, we

felt sure of what we had never doubted—that this was

the "Gibraltar" of secession, and that it could never

be carried by storm if properly defended. Wc were also

strongly impressed with the belief that those grumblers

at home at Gen. Grant's slow progress ought to form

an opinion after occupying a position in the front rank of

one of the storming parties.
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CIIAPTIUI XI.

Ol'EKATIONS I'UEVIOUS TO OlIIl AltlUVAL

—

CkOSS THK lUV-

ICU AT WaUHKNTON—TAKE OUH I'OSITIDN AYITH TllK

Besi]suin<j Foucks—On uutv in tiik Rifi.e-Pits -

UnsuocEiSspul Assault by the Seventkentu Coki's

—Oai'itulation of the Gaiuuson- Terms ok Suu-

llENUEU

—

EnTEKINCI TJiE WOKKS—Al'l'EAlCANCE OF

THE City—Mule Meat—Fouutii of July Celebka-

TioN— Hunting A Camp. ^; „ ,.;j.jfj,,,;-a, . ,.,,,,,„

Immediately on assuming command in person of the

Army of the Department of the Tennessee, then opera-

ting against Vicksburg, Gen. Grant was convinced that

this place could only be approached successfully on the

south side, and he accordingly prosecuted the work on

the canal projected by Brig. Gen. Williams across the

peninsula on the Louisiana side of the river, hoping

thereby to secure a channel by which transports could

pass the enemy's batteries, with supplies for his new base

of operations. The task proved more difficult than was

anticipated, on account of the incessant rain which fell

during the whole time this work was in progress. The

rapid rise of the river, also, added to the difficultios of

the undertaking—requiring an immense expenditure ol

labor to prevent crevasses in the levee—by the occur-

rence of which his camps would have been inundated

—

and also to keep the water out of the unfinished canal.
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Notwithstanding hia cfl'orts, however, on the 8th of

March the pressure of water against the dam protecting

the canal, caused it to give way, when the water ruslicd

in torrents through the low lands, completely seperating

his camps on the north and south shores of the peninsula.

After some inetfcetual eiforts to repair damages, this

mode of getting transports past the batteries was aban-

doned, and Capt. F. E. Prime, Chief Engineer, and

Col. G. G. Prii>e, of Gen. Grant's staff, prospected

another route through the bayous which run from near

Millikeu's Bend through Roundaway Bayou into the

Tansas Iliver. By the assistanoe of three dredge boats

this route was soon opened, and a small steamer with

several barges were taken through at once, but the river

falling rapidly about the 15th of April, and the roads

becoming passably good for marching from Milliken's

Bend to New Carthago, water communication was ren-

dered unnecessary, and the route abandoned Other

channels bad in the meantime been cut by Gen. Grant;

one from the Mississippi river into Lake Providence

;

another from the Mississippi into Coldwator by way of

Yazoo Pass ; and another prospected by way of jjake

Providence through Bayou Baxter and Bayou Macon,

by which he hoped to reach the Mississippi below by

passing through the Tansas, Waohita, and Red Rivor.M

This route if it had been successful would have enabled

him to reach and co-operate with Gen. Banks against

Port Hudson. While Gen. Grant's forces were busily

engaged opening one end of the Yazoo Pass, the enemy,
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he says, " were diligently at work closing the other," by

which they gained time to strongly fortify Greenwood,

below the confluence of the Tallahatchie and Yullo-

busha, strengthen Fort Pcmbertonaud completely check-

mate his operations in this quarter. Gen, Grant then

doterminod to adopt the base of operations previously ,;^^^-

contemplated, and move his army by land, thereby secur-

ing a position at New Carthage, a point on the river

nearly opposite Warrenton. Accordingly the army under

Gen. QuiMKY, which was still operating against Fort

Pemberton on the Yazoo, near Greenwood, was ordered i-,, ir,'^! J

to report at Millikeu's Bend, where all the forces were

concentrated on the 25th of March.

On the 29th the I3th Army Corps, under Gen. Mo- ,,, -y /,,,-

Clebnand, took up its line of march, followed soon after

by the 15th and 17th. On arriving at Smith's Planta- I'i^j

tiou, two miles in rear of New Carthage, the water being

at a high stage was found to have broken the levee in

several places, thus leaving the latter place an island,

which could not be reached without vessels. Much

time was consumed in collecting such small boats as

could be found in the different bayous in the vicinity for

the purpose of crossing the troops, but the process was

found too tedious, and after several days spent in the un-

dertaking, a new route was determined upon, l)y which a

further march of twelve miles around Vidal, to Perkins'

Plantation, became necessary.

At the time the move to New Carthage was com-

menced, it was determined to make an attempt to run
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the transporta past the Vicksburg batteriea, accompanied

by Admiral Pouter'b gunboat fleet. Accordingly on

the night of April 16th the transports Silver Wave,

Forest Queen, and Henry Clay, accompanied by the gun-

boats, ran past the batteries, but were all badly damaged

—one, the Henry Clay, being lost. This success in pass-

ing the batteries induced Gen. Grant to make another

attempt, and on the night of the 22nd the transports Ti-

gress, Anglo Saxon, Cheesemau, Empire City, Horizonia,

and Moderator, were despatched. Only live of them,

however, succeeded in going by. The Tigress received

a shot in her hull after passing the last battery and sunk

on the Louisiana side of the river. The crews of nearly

all the transports were composed of volunteers from the

army.

The 13th Army Corps was then put on board the

transports, and moved down the river on the 29th of

April, landing a short distance above Grand Gulf. After

an unsuccessful attempt by the gunboat fleet to silence

the enemy's batteries at that point, the army was again

put in motion, marching to a point opposite Bruiusburg,

sixteen miles below—where they crossed the river on

such of the transports as had in the meantime succeeded

iu running past the enemy's batteries at Grand Gulf.

After crossing the river, the 13th, followed soon after-

wards by all the other army corps, advanced iu the direc-

tion of Port Gibson. Then followed in rapid succession

the battles of Port Gibson, Raymond, Jackson, Champion

Hills, Black lliver Bridge, and Warrenton, iu all of
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which the enemy were defeated, and the army on the

18th of May had commenced the investment of Vicks-

burg in the rear—with lines extending from Haiuca'

Bluff, (which was held by Gen. Sherman,) on the north,

to the first line of bluffs above Warrenton on the south

—a distance of fourteen miles. Approaches on the

enemy's works were immediately commenced by con-

structing lines of rifle pits. An unsuccessful attempt to

capture the works by storming was made conjointly by

the three army corps on the 22nd of May. After this

failure, which resulted in great loss, Gen. Grant decid-

ed upon a regular siege, which was in progress at the

time of our arrival on the 11th of June.

After this contest the rebel general Pemberton, owing

to previous imputations against his loyalty to the Confed-

erate cause, issued the following address to his garrison :

" You have heard that I was incompetent and a trai-

tor, and that it was my intention to sell Vioksburg.

Follow me, and you will see the cost at which I will sell

Vicksburg. When the last pound of beef, bacon and

flour, the last grain of corn, the last cow and hog, horse

and dog, shall have been consumed, and the last man

shall have perished in the trenches, then, and not till

then, will I sell ViQksburg."

After disembarking at Young's Point, our division

marched back of the levee, and bivouacked in an old

cotton field some half mile distant from the river. We

remained here until 2 o'clock P. M. on the following

day, when we marched some four miles through a dense

21
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forcat, and camo again on the river bank, five miles below

Viokaburg, opposite Warrenton, where we again halted.

From this position we first caught a glimpse ol" Gen.

Grant's forces in the rear of the city, whose movoments

however, owing to the timber on the opposite bank, could

not be seen at this distance. There were two large iron

clad gunboats lying opposite us in the river, which were

engaging a rebel battery situated on a commanding emi-

nence below the city. Close by the battery stood a re-

markably tall tree, which, from its extreme height, at-

tracted our attention, and we gave the rebel works near

it the name of the " Lone Tree Battery." This " Lone

Tree Battery " occupied the left of the rebel forts, and

was one of their very strongest positions, as we after-

wards learned by experience. It was garrisoned by a

division of Georgia troops.

We remained here until the following day, June L'Uh,

when we crossed the river on the Empire City at 12

o'clock, and landed at Warrenton, six miles below the

city.

After disembarking at Warrenton, wo marched a short

distance north of the town and bivouacked in a beautiful

shady grove beside the Vicksburg road, where wc slept

BOunt|ly notwithstanding the incessant thunders of artil-

lery, and consciousness that on tlie morrow wc too .should

probably join in the desperate strife then raginj^' so near

us.

The next morning (June 14th) being Sunday, our usu-

al company inspection was attended to and ammunition
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distributed^ when wo moved some two uiilea ia a south-

west direction—lialtiug in a ravine, where we rested be-

neath the shade of a magnificent grove of Magnolias, then

in full bloom, and enjoyed a rich repast on blackberries

which grow in great abundance in the vicinity. After

the lapse of an hour we resumed the march—passing a

few fine plantations, which now, however, bore the im-

press of desolating war. Our route lay through a suc-

cession of ravines and bold hills, and we passed a great

number of deserted rifle pits and redoubts from which

the enemy had been driven on the approach of General

Grant's army. After marching four miles in a direc-

tion east from Warrenton, we again halted—this time

in H cotton-field, at the base of a range of hills running

nearly east and west, and which intervened between us

and the rebel line of works on the north. There were a

number of deep ravines which opened in front of us to-

ward Vicksburg, through which we caught glimpses of the

rebel fortifications. We here pitched our tents and again

slept under the discordant music of musketry and roar of

artillery.

Our division had now arrived in rear of the ground we

were to occupy during the siege—being on the extreme

left of the besieging army. On our right was Gen. Lau-

man's division which' connected on the oast with the

17th army corps under Gen. McPherson, who com-

manded the centre of the besieging forces j the ground

east of the 17th corps to the Yazoo River was held by

a portion Gen. Sherman's corps—the 15th. The left
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fck. wing of Gen. Heuron's Army rested on the high blufl

^
overlooking the Missisaippi, and our operations were di-

rected against the rebel works hero defended exclusively

i> by Georgia troops, to whose stubborn resistance we can

I'L bear witness. The ground intervening between the blufl

«i- and river being low and marshy was not occupied by our

'"
' picket line—the position of the gunboats lyingat anchor

'' opposite our left being perhaps deemed a sufficient pro-

tection at this point
j
yet these grounds were constantly

patrolled by parties sent out from our division for that

purpose.

We were up early on the following morning, and after

eating breakfast marched up towards the front through a

ravine, halting on the summit of a hill from which a plain

view of the rebel lines was obtained. Our advent on tho

-^ = hill was probably the first intimation the enemy had of

tho presence of troops in that vicinity, and they at once

opened firo upon us from a number of small howitzers,

followed by a shot from a larger gun, which went hissing

and roaring through the air tar overhead, exploding some

distance in the rear. This was the first occasion on which

one of these immense shells had greeted us, and we in-

voluntarily shrunk from the supposed track of the howl-

ing monster—lying down behind the crest of the hill.

This shell came from a very largo gun mounted at thn

upper water-batteries, and known as " Whistling J)ick."

We soon became familiar with the peculiar sound accom-

panying shots from this gun however, but could never
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entirely overcome our iaclination to kunt a safe place

when wo heard one of them coming.

While the attention of the rebel gunners was directed

to our regiment several lield-pieces weri; Ijiought up and

put into position on the right and Iclt, and earthworks

hastily thrown up to protect them. This work was com-

pleted without molestation from the rebel batteries, and

the regiment, with the exception of Companies JO and 1,

returned to camp. These two companies remained a

short time longer to support the guns which had been

mounted, and then being relieved by a picket line sent

out from our division, they also returned to camp. At

the moment they withdrew from their position, the rebels

seemed to become aware of the presence of the guns

which had been placed in position, and immediately

opened on them with great fury—shots flying thick and

fast about us through all parts of the timber, but very

few of them striking near our batteries. Wo succeeded,

however, in reaching camp without meeting with any

casualties.

Companies G and Q- were sent out the same evening to

occupy the rifle-pits—being the first companies from our

regiment which performed this duty.

Our time during the progress of the siege was spent

cither on fatigue duty digging rifle pits or building earth-

works for the protection of siege guns; supporting batte-

ries ; on picket duty, and occupying rifle pita. These va-

rious duties were constant ; immediately on being reliev-

ed from one we were called upon to perform another.

*1, ..;

hi. k-
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Sometimes after spending twenty-four hours in the rifle

pits on reporting back at camp, were at onco sent oft to

work all night strengthening redoubts. But notwith-

standing these incessant labors, added to exposure in tlio

hotfiuu, scarcity of wholesome rations, and bad quality of

the water, sickness increased but little.

Our rifle pits were constructed by making an excava-

tion in the earth from three to five feet deep, three feet

wide, and usually of a length sufiicient to accommodate

two hundred men. They were placed on such grounds

as afforded the best security against the enemy's sharp-

shooters, and the most commanding view of the pita oc-

cupied by the rebels. The loose dirt obtained in dig-

ging the pits was thrown up on the side facing the ene-

my, through which the men cut small embrasures out of

which they were enabled to fire without exposing them-

selves. Owing to the vigilance of the enemy, and

necessary exposure of our bodies in entering the pits, we

usually went into them after nightfall and remained there

until the following night.

The weather being exceedingly warm, we saft'ored

very much while in the pits from a want of water, which

it was impossible to procure during the day. Each man

filled his canteen therefore previous to entering the pit,

but the water after being exposed to the liot rays ol tlm

sun a few hours became too hot for use. Very little

water, aside from what was procured from surface springs,

could be obtained in the vicinity, and we were frequently

without it for the space of twenty-four hours, lilaek-
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berries, however, being abundant, furnished a good sub-

stitute, and were better relished than the brackish water

obtained from the surface springs.

Happening to be oflF duty on the 16th, in company

with our chaplain, we took a stroll along the picket line.

While walking across a wide plateau of level ground

which intervened between our rifle pits aud battery in

the rear, and which had formerly been the site of a rebel

camp, we observed Generals Lauman, MoPherhon,

Logan, Herron, Vandever, aud other officers, walk-

ing leisurely towards the battery, conversing earnestly,

and occasionally stopping to look towards the rebel

redoubts near the " Lone Tree." During one of these

pauses a howitzer was fired from the rebel works. The

shot struck about thirty yards in rear of the group and,

richochetting, passed immediately over their heads.

Some of the party, with a greater display of prudence

than dignity, made an unceremonious dash for the em-

bankment in front of the battery, behind which thuy

took refuge. Gens. Lauman aud IIerron, however,

coolly turned about, and after looking at the spot where

the shot struck, leisurely pursued their walk and con-

versation. The indiflerence manifested by these two

officers, checked a strong disposition ou our part to imi-

tate the example of the more prudent party behind the

battery—but failed to deter us from getting out ot the

vicinity us quickly as poaaible.

On the afternoon of June 25th, " li'ort IJcauregard,"

in front of McPiiERbON'H Corps, having been previously

•.i
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mined, was blown up, and a heavy assault made by the

troops in that vicinity. But the enemy having previ-

ously become aware that mining was in progress, had

taken the precaution to countermine, and also throw up

other defences inside their outer line of works ; they

had also massed a heavy force of troops at this point,

and were in position to offer more resistance than was

anticipated. The assault therefore terminated disas-.

trously to our troops, who were repulsed after losing

heavily. During the contest at this point a brisk firing

was kept up along our lines of rifle pits, and late in the

afternoon the 9-lth Illinois, of our division, made a

charge on the rebel pits in their front, which they cap-

tured, with a few prisoners j but were in turn driven

back a few minutes later. After the repulse of the

94th a heavy force of rebels came outside their works

and threatened the pits held by the 20th Iowa and 2Gth

Indiana regiments, but after a few minutes sharp firing,

they again withdrew until a late hour at night, when

they again came out and charged up to within a short

distance of us. A heavy reserve force, however, had

been sent out early in the evening from our division, to

support the picket line, and by their assistance the rebels

were repulsed after a few minutes sharp fighting.

Some anxiety was felt at this time by reason of a lar<^e

force of rebels, under Gen. Joe Johnston, threatcuing

our rear at Black llivcr, which stream they crossed in

some force about the 23rd of June. The forces refjuir-

cd to operate against Johnston were one division each
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from the 13th, 15th and 17th Army Corps, and Lau-

man's Division—the whole under eommaud of Major

Gen. W. T. Sherman. A heavy attack being antici-

pated in this quarter about the 25th, the 20th Iowa,

with other regiments, were ordered on the evening oi' the

22nd to hold themselves in readiness to march at any

moment to the assistance of Sherman. Johnston not at-

tacking, however. Gen. Grant made dispositions for a

general assault on the works at Vicksburg, which was to

take place at daybreak on the morning of July 6th, and

at the same time ordered Sherman to be prepared in case

the assault proved successful, to make an immediate at-

tack on Johnston. We remained idle during the 23rd,

awaiting orders to move, but the order was countermand-

ed in the evening, when we re-occupied the rifle pits.

On the following day Company 13 of our regiment was

sent out on a foraging expedition, and succeeded in

bringing in a number of cattle, which supplied us with a

small amount of rations of fresh meat—the first we had

received since leaving Missouri.

The afternoon of June 27th was characterized by a

desperate attempt on the part of the rebels to demolish

the batteries of our division—using all the guns they

had in the vicinity for the purpose. Some of our gun

carriages were struck several times, and much injury

done to the earthworks and casemates around them.

But the damage was all repaired during the succeeding

night. During the cannonading in this attack many

25
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large shells and solid shot passed through our camp,

compelling us to move our tents further to the rear.

At 11 o'clock A. M., July 3rd, our picket line was

notified that a cessation of firing was ordered until 5

o'clock in the afternoon, and this information was soon

followed by a general mingling of our own and the rebel

pickets, who indulged in friendly conversation. A rumor

had been circulated since the cessation of firing, that

negotiations between Gens. Grant and Pembcrton for

the surrender of the city was pending, but the rebel sol-

diers indignantly denied that any such intention was

meditated by them, and declared their intention to hold

the works •' as long as mule meat or pea flour lasted "

—

and at any rate " there should be no d d Yankee

Fourth of July celebration in Vicksburg that year."

In reply, our boys assured them that they had no partic-

ular desire that the city should be surrendered for a few

days longer, as " preparations for a grand celebration

had already been made, and that among the various

pyrotechnic entertainments on the occasion was to be a

fine display of red hot shot, from the effects of which a

magnificent conflagration was to be gotten up by firing

the entire city, thus smoking them (the rebs) out of

their badger holes—or, what would be equally as enter-

taining, roasting them inside." Precisely at 5 o'clook

this singular interview was termiiiated by orders on both

sides to re-occupy the rifle pits.

On the following morning an official announcement

was made from Gen, IlERRON'b headcjuarters that terms



jff!8> -iito lisihnii h&Hti>/i Jodfj i>(ius bait allorin st?-«b!

~ '
' ' 'dJ i i yx>io'o

I'i uo/rrdmfl'i boa TiiA>fv.' »iriB^» m^ffic' »io.JJ.fi.j '300

• ' i>c . _ /..a B.I jj.:o( ?,-">
''

iii'i'-^ 'i" -.H}

ii:iiiq C'C ixjd {t^d^- ].-:'!> aioilt t-:.-rn-»',o5 ?:/.M -/ac ,?i«'i:!>"! rM

iii.'c* till :j;M;f^:(.n tiu iJix-v- ;a;iw .•;')-- otsio-l i^^lui -iiaJj

i;.'- n.dj rf':j.J;i;>;i t.i;'!!! ti'i^cfliii-j TJ .iwli} nursl ;>ij«UI »iL'it/



FIELD SERVICE. 195

of capitulation had been agreed upon und that our divia-

iou was selected as cue of the three to march in and oc-

cupy the works at 10 o'clock A. M., same day. Some

of the regiments composing our division manifested a de-

sire to receive the announcement with cheers, which was

promptly suppressed by their officers, aud all such dem-

onstrations forbidden.

The following correspondence had passed between Gens,

Grant and Peraberton on the previous afternoon

— the first communication from the rebel general being

brought outside their lines by Maj. Gen. J. B. IJowen, of

the Confederate army :

Headquarters, Viokbuurq, July 3, 1863.

General—I have the honor to propose to you an ar-

mistice for hours, with a view to arranging terms

for the capitulation of Vicksburg. To this end, if

agreeable to you, I will appoint three oommissioners to

meet a like number named by yourself at such place and

hour to-day as you may find convenient. I make this

proposition to save the further effusion of blood, which

must otherwise be shed to a frightful extent, feeling my-

self fully able to maintain my position for a yet indefi-

nite period.

This communication will be handed you under flag of

truce, by Major General J. li. Bowen.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. 0. Pemberton, Lieut. GcJneral.

To Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, com'd'g U. S. forces, &c.
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To which Gou. Grant returned the lollowiug reply :

Headquarters, Department of the Tennessee,

In field near Vicksburg, Miss., July 8, 1S(53.

General—Your note of this date is just received,

proposing an armistice for several hours for the purpose

of arranging terms of capitulation through commisaion-

ers to be appointed, &c.

, The useless effusion of blood you propose stopping by

this course can be ended at any time you may choose, by

an unconditional surrender of the city and garrison.

Men who have shown so much endurance and courage as

those now in Vicksburg, will always challenge the respect

of an adversary, and I can assure you, will bo treated

with all the respect due to prisoners of war.

I do not favor the proposition of appointing commis-

sioners to arrange terms of capitulation, because I havQ

no terms other than those indicated above.

I am, General, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

U. S. Grant, Maj. General.

To Lt. Gen. J. C. Pemberton, oomd'g Conf. forces, &c.

During the early part of the night Gen. Grant drew

up and transmitted to the rebel general the following

proposition :

Headquarters, Department of the Tennerskf,,

Near Vicksburg, July 3, IHOa.

General—In conformity with agreement of this af-

ternoon, I will submit the following proposition for the

surrender of the city of Vicksburg, public stores, etc.
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On your accepting the terms proposed, I will march one

division as a guard, and take possession at 8 A. M. to-

morrow. As soon as rolls can be made out, and paroles

signed by officers and men, you will be allowed to march

out of our lines, the officers taking with them their side

arms and clotliing, and the field, staflF and cavalry offi-

cers one horse each; the rank and file will be allowed all

their clothing, but no other property. If- these condi-

tions are accepted, any amount of rations you may deem

necessary can be taken from the stores you now have,-

and also the necessary cooking utensild for preparing

them. Thirty wagons, also, two two horse or mule

teams as one, will be allowed to transport such articles as

cannot be carried along.

The same conditions will be allowed to all sick and

wounded officers and soldiers as fast as they become able

to travel. The paroles for these latter must be signed,

however, whilst officers are present authorized to sign

the roll of prisoners.

I am, General, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

U. S. Grant, Maj. General.

To Lt. Gen. J. C. Pemberton, comd'g Conf. forces, &c.

GcB. Pemberberton after consultation with his officers

soon afterwards returned the following answer, partially

acceding to the terms proposed :

Headquarters, Vicksburg, July 3.

General—I have the honor to acknowledge the re-
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ceipt of your communication of this date, propoaing

terms of capitulation lor this garrison and post.

In the main your terms are accepted; but in ju.sticc

both to the honor and spirit of my troops manifested iu

the defense of Vicksburg, I have to submit the follow-

ing amendments, which, if acceded to by you, will per-

fect the agreement between us :

At 10 o'clock A. M., I propose to evacuate the works

in and around Vicksburg, and to surrender the city and

garrison under my command by marching out with my

colors and arms, stacking them in front of my present

lines, after which you will take possession.

Officers to retain their side arms and personal proper-

ty, and the rights and property of citizens to be respected.

I am, General, very respectfully.

Your obedient servant,

J. 0. Pemberton, Lieut. General.

To Maj. Gen. U. 8. Grant, comd'g U. S. forces, &c.

Gen. GiiANT replied promptly, rejecting a part of the

Confederate general's stipulations, and intimating that

the conference was becoming irksome. The following

communication, therefore, closed negotiations on his part

:

Headquarters, Department of the Tennessee,

Before Vicksburg, July 4, 1808,

General—I have the honor to acknowledge the re-

ceipt of your communication of 3rd July. The auiciid-

meut propose/i by you cannot be aoccded to in full. It

will be necessary to "furnish every officer and man with a

parole signed by himself, which, after the completion of
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the roll of prisoners, will necessarily take some time.

Again, I can make no stipulations with regard to the

treatment of citizens and their private property. While

I do not propose to cause them any undue annoyance or

loss, I cannot consent to leave myself under any restraint

by stipulation. The property which officers will be al-

lowed to take with them will be as stated in my proposi-

tion last evening, that is, officers will be allowed their

private baggage and side arms, and mounted officers one

horse each.

If you mean by your proposition for each brigade to

march to the front of the lines now uccupied by it and

stack arms at 10 o'clock A. M., and then return to the

inside and there remain as prisoners until properly pa-

roled, I will make no objection to it.

Should no notification be received of your acceptance

of my terms by 9 o'clock A. M., 1 shall regard them as

having been rejected, and shall act accordingly.

Should these terms be accepted white flags should be

displayed along your lines to prevent such of my troops

as may not have been notified, from firing on your men.

I am, General, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

U. S. Grant, Maj. General.

To Lt. Gen. J. C. Pombertou, comd'g Conf. forces, ko.

Only a few minutes elapsed after receipt of this until

Gen. Pemberton signified his acceptance of the terms

proposed, as follows :

>o Ij;
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Headquarters, Vicksburg, July 4, 18G3.

General—I have the honor to acknowledge the re-

ceipt of your oomnaunication of this day, and in reply to

say that the terms proposed by you are accepted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. C. Pemberton, Lieut. General.

To Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant, comd'g U. S. forces.

At 10 o'clock, accordingly, on the morning of July

4th, our division was formed and advanced to the first

line of works on the left, where we halted while the gar--

rison marched out and stacked their arms in front of

their earthworks, which duty they performed with much

apparent reluctance. After stacking arms they faced

about and re-eutered the works, and the flag of the 20th

Iowa was immediately hoisted on the breastworks. Our

bands then struck up national airs, and we proceeded to

enter the works. As we passed through the first line of

defences and arrived on the inside, we encountered large

numbers of rebel soldiers, who ranged themselves along

on either side of the road, gazing on us as we marched

past with no very friendly expression of countenance.

On our side, I confess, we were much surprised at the

wretched appearance of these men, whose clothing was

not only filthy with dirt, but hanging in ragged festoons

from their bodies—their feet bare, or wrapped about wit)!

rags, and their whole appearance denoting the sufferings

which had been endured by them from an insullicient

supply of rations. ' They made no concealment of the

laot that nude meat had been issued to them, but on the
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contrary complaioed that this was furnished in insuffi- ,• >,) , ,r.

cient quantities. There appeared to be a feud existing j, />ri..

between the Mississippi and Georgia troops—the former > ^ ^ . <

charging the latter with injustice on account of over- ji-< A

charges tor mules, while the latter retorted by charging

the former with a want of patriotism, and also with cow- •,<. . ;

ardioe. It appeared from complaints made by the Mis- .'.;, r

sissippians that the Georgia troops had a large number ••?

of mules, and when rations became scarce in the city, > •,;,;! .•

instead of sharing with their less fortunate comrades, ;,, -

had opened a meat market, where the highest prices were

exacted from such customers as were able to indulge in .-o -.

'

the luxury of muh meat—" steaks," " sirloins," "chops," :, ^i '
' <-

or the more delicate "stew"—prices ranging in this ,,_, (,

-4ss-inine market from forty to sixty cents per pound. ii,v> -,v

Advancing further into the city wo observed those in- nv- j* *>
,

numerable oasemated hiding places of which we had :,

previously heard. They were dug in the sides and at ,: .

the base of the hills, and served as protection against .;.
;

fragments from bursting shells. The hillsides were per- ._"

fectly honey-combed by these excavations, whose com- ;.' , , r.j'r

partments aflfordod shelter alike to soldiers, citizens, '

women and children. The entrance to them was small, !v7»

but still sufficiently large to require but a slight stoop in ,;

entering. The inside was in shape of the letter L, and u"- 1, -

contained room sufficient to accommodate the parties who , ,,^ ,

had constructed it—whether a large family or single in- in-

dividual. - ;!

26 .. t V,.,:,..: ;<:^
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The following extracts from letters written b^f persons

who were in the city and occupying these caves during

the continuance of the siege may servo to show tUe state

of alarm and suflFering endured by the citizens. A

lady writer says

:

" Sitting in my cave one evening, I heard the most

heartrending shrieks and groans, and upon making in-

quiry learned that a mother had taken her child into a

cave about a hundred yards from us, and having laid it

on its bed, as the poor woman thought, in safety, she

took her seat near the entrance. A mortar shell came

rushing through the air and fell upon the cave, and

bursting in the ground entered the cave ; a fragment of

the shell crushed the head of the infant, leaving the

mother to pierce the heavens with her cries of agony."

A' gentleman who was also in the city, speaking of the

terror inspired by the fierce bombardment among the

women and children, says : " The terror of the women

and children, their constant screams and wailings over

the dead bodies of their friends, mingled as they were

with the shrieks of bursting shell, and the pitiful groans

of the dying, was enough to appal the stoutest heart."

The following is perhaps a fair specimen of cave life

experienced by noQ-combattants during the siege :

'< I was sitting near the entrance of my cave about

o'clock in the afternoou, when the bombardment com-

menced more furiously than usual, the shells falling

thickly around us, causing vast columns ol earth to fly

upward, mingled with smoke. As usual, I was uncertain
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whether to remain within, or to run out. As the rock- L

iug and trembling of the earth was distinctly felt, and ||'

the explosions alarmingly near, I stood within the mouth '•

of the cave ready to make my escape should one chance

to fall above our domicile. In my anxiety I was startled

by the shouts of the servants, and a most tearful jar and

rocking of the earth, followed by a deafening explosion,

such as I had never heard before. The cave filled in-

stantly with dust and smoke, I stood there, with a tick-

ling, prickling sensation in my head, hands and feet, and

with confused brain. Yet alive ! was the first glad

thought that came to me—child, servants, all here, and

saved ! I stepped out and found a group of persons be-

fore my cave, looking anxiously for me, and lying all

around were freshly torn rose bushes, arborvitoe trees,

large clods of earth, splinters and pieces of plank. A

mortar shell had struck the corner of the cave, fortun-

ately so near the brow of the hill that it had gone

obliquely into the earth, exploding as it went, breaking

large masses from the side of the hill—tearing away the

fence, the shrubbery and the flowers—sweeping all like

an avalanche down near the entrance of my cave. At

another time, I sat reading in safety, as I imagined,

when the unmistakable whizzing of parrott shells told us

that the battery we so much dreaded had opened from

the entrenchments. I ran to the entrance to call the

servants in.. Immediately after they entered a shell

struck the earth a few feet ^ from the entrance, burying

itself without exploding. A man came in much fright-
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ened and asked permission to remain until the danger

was over. He had been there but a short time when a

parrott shell came whistling in at the entrance and fell

in the centre of the cave before us, and lay there—the

fuse still smoking. Our eyes were fastened upon that

terrible missile of death as by the fascination ot a ser-

pent, while we expected every moment that the terrific

explosion would take place. I pressed my child closer

to my heart and drew nearer to the wall. Our fate

seemed certain—our doom sealed. Just at this dreadful

moment, George, a negro boy, rushed forward, seized the

shell, and threw it into the street, then ran swiftly in the

opposite direction. Fortunately the fuse became extin-

guished, and the shell fell harmless to the ground, and

is still looked upon as a monument of terror."

The city, in every part, bore unmistakable evidence to

the long continued and tierce bombardment to which it

had been subjected by our forces. But few houses could

be seen which had not been perforated by cannon balls

—

and many of them entirely demolished. The streets were

barricaded and also ditched across for rifle pits. Many

of the houses were pierced for rifles, and no doubt in-

tended to be used by sharpshooters in case the place was

entered by assault.

The greater number of the citizens hailed our advent

into the place with demonstration of fl&tiafaction, not per-

haps from motives of loyalty to the federal government,

but because it enabled them to remove their families out

of the caves, and again walk in the clear sunlight, breath-
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ing the pure air, unrestrained by apprchensious trom

bursting shells aad whistling bullets.

During the afternoon our customary celebration of the

National Anniversary took place. It consisted of a very

line display of fireworks, and salutes tired from all the

land batteries and gunboats.

The universal anxiety of the public mind in regard to

the movements of Gen. Grant against Vicksburg—on

the successful result of which depended the fate of a

stupendous campaign, in which was involved a vast

amount of war material as well as the flower of the great

northwestern array—was shared equally at the Capital.

The announcement of his success, therefore, was hailed

with enthusiastic demonstrations of joy by the loyal peo-

ple all over the land, and was the occasion of the follow-

ing autograph letter from the President

:

Executive Mansion, Wasiiinqton,

July 13th, 1863.

To Maj. Gen. Grant:

My Dear General—I do not remember that you

and I ever met personally. I write this now as a grate-

ful acknowledgement for the almost inestimable service

you have done the country. I wish to say a word fur-

ther. When you first reached the vicinity of Vicksburg

I thought you should do what you finully did—march

the troops across the neck, run the batteries witli the

transports, and thus go below; and I never had any

faith, except a general hope that you knew better than I,
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that tho Yazoo Pass expedition and the like could suu-

cced. When you got below and took Port liiljHon,

Grand Gulf and vicinity, I thought you should go down

the river and join Banks j and when you turned north-

ward, east of the Big Black, I feared it was a mistake.

;: t., I now wish to make a personal acknowledgement that

you were right and I was wrong.

Yours very truly, A. Lincoln.

Upon entering the works our regiment, instead of ma-

king a halt at some convenient point, continued its march

"' ' " —sometimes in one direction, then another. At one time

a bold move was made towards the centre of the city, but

before reaching tho streets we were intercepted by a ra-

vine and our course turned to the right, when wo follow-

ed the ravine until our further progress on this route was

''"

suddenly terminated by an impassable ditch, which we

flanked by a dexterous move to the right, and then

'^''^
charged past a rebel camp, through a slaughter yard,

' '" ' ''

scrambling up a precipitous hillside near the outer works,

" "^ ""
where we halted on the narrow crest of a hill near the

* ' '
'

spot of our first entry into the works. Tho ground here

had been arranged as an abattis, being covered by fallen

timber. Having now thoroughly explored the vicinity

' " without finding a place for encamping, ('ol. Dye estab-

lished regimental headquarters temporarily on a large

stump, whore we awaited further orders Irom Gen. Van-

DEVER which would enable us to find an encampment or

direct us in the route of our further wanderings. Alter
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remaining here until near sunset, our impatience was re-

lieved by the appearance of this officer who rode up to '.'
''

Col. Dye and propounded a question which we had been

all the afternoon endeavoring to solve— viz : " Why the .

*^
'

"

"

\

d—1 don't this regiment get into camp if" After a few
'•''';

minutes spent in angry altercation the general left, "

• i,

dropping hints of " court-martial," " want of respect to .

'

superior officers," &c. An orderly soon returned, how-

ever, with the necessary instructions, and after another '
\

march of two miles we encamped on another hilltop two
3

miles northeast of the city, where there was less brush j

and logs, but this deticieucy in discomfort was more than

counterbalanced by dust.

In concluding his official report. Gen. Grant made
,

the following allusion to our own and other troops who '

had participated in the siege :
li!

" For the brilliant achievments recounted in this re-

port, the Army of the Tennessee, their comrades of the I'

9th Corps, ITerron's Division of the Army of the Fran-
V

tier, and the Navy co-operating with them, deserve the
[-^

highest honors their country can award."

The advantages secured by the capture of Vioksburg,

aside from the bearing it had on the general aspects of

the war in the southwest by opening navigation on the

Mississippi, was a loss to the enemy oi' one ol their

very strongest works ; all its immense stores of army sup-

plies, and munitions of war; 37,000 prisoners—among

whom were fifteen general officers—and 10,000 killed and
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wounded. Among the killed were Gens. Traey, Til^h-
man, and Green.

°

The success, however, had eost us a heavy loss. Since
the opening of the campaign we had lost, in killed 1 2 1'j •

7,095 wounded, and 545 missing; making a to'tal of'
o,o4o.

,
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CHAPTER XII. |,

Embark on board TuANSPORTa for Pout Hudson—Ordeu
CUANGFJD, AND WE GO ON AN EXPEDITION TO YaZOO ClTY

j,

—Cai'tuhe of that place—Loss OP THE Gunboat !;

De Kalb—Ordered to co-operate with Sherman
AUAiNST Jackson—March to Black River and Canton '

—Gen. Sher.\ian's movements auainst Johnston, and V •
''".

CAPTuiiE OF Jackson—Return to Yazoo City, and ^',!i,'.. ;

}

Voyage to Vicksburg—A great haul ok Contra- H^, ,'-^:

bands and Cotton. . !^

On the 10th of July, Gen. Hereon received orders •' '-'^

to embark our Division on board transports, and proceed wf ,.
|,

to Port Hudson to reinforce Gen. Banks, who was still ' '-•i - \'

besieging that place. Accordingly on the morning of the i^ -v-,,^

11th we embarked, leaving our tents standing in camp. i

Such of the men, also, as were not fully able for field t. .'a;-! ..

duty as well as much of our camp and garrison equipapge ''
'iJi'

!

were left behind—the campaign being one requiring i

great despatch.

The Division was all on board, and the fleet just ready

to move off, when a gunboat arrived with the intelligence

that Port Hudson had capitulated immediately on learn- " j' '"•

ing of the surrender of Vicksburg. This iatelligence v''-

rendering our movement in that direction useless, Gen. ' *i '

Hereon was then ordered to proceed on an expedition

against Yazoo City, and co-operate on the left flank of

27 '''
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Gen. Sherman's forces who were at that time besieging

Jackson.

This change of orders rendered a change of boats

also necessary, as those on which we had first embarked

were not calculated for the Yazoo River—being altogeth-

er too large to navigate it with safety.

Much time was consumed in changing boats, and we

did not leave Vicksburg until 11 o'clock on the day fol-

lowing—July 12th. Our fleet was convoyed by the

iron-clad gunboat De Kalb, commanded by Captain

Walker, and two tin-clads. We arrived at Ilaiues'

BluflF about 3 o'clock, P. M. on the same day, where we

landed and took on board twenty-five men of the 2d

Wisconsin cavalry, commanded by Lieut. Myers, which

comprised all the cavalry force accompanying the expe-

dition. After getting them on board, with their horses,

the fleet again proceeded on its way.

Much of the country, on either side of the river, was

low and marshy, and consequently uninhabited. Num-

erous large alligators were seen lying along on the banks,

basking their rough slimy bodies in the sunshine, and

feeding on the insects which swarmed in myriads about

them. Their manner of catching flies is at once simple,

convenient and natural, and attended with the least pos-

sible expenditure of exertion or genius. While lying

on shore in the sun, enjoying a nap, the upper jaw and

snout are thrown jback, leaving the inside of the mouth

and the throat bare. The saliva on these attract the

insects, which continue to settle on them until the mouth
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is well filled, when the alligator suddenly olosea his " fly-

trap," and secures the game.

After passing the Little Sunflower, which empties

into the Yazoo above the " Mounds," the land was more

elevated, and beautiful residences, surrounded by large

plantations under good cultivation, lined either bank of

the river. The only inhabitants to be seen, however,

were negroes, who came out on the bank and looked with

astonishment at our fleet as we passed—occasionally wav-

ing handkerchiefs in welcome.

We arrived at a point about two miles below Yazoo

City, at 1 o'clock P. M., on the 13th, where our fleet

stopped, and lay against the east bank of the river—the

side on which the city was located. Gen. Herron then

despatched the gunboats towards the city to engage the

enemy's batteries, and ascertain their strength and posi-

tion, At the same time our small cavalry force was

landed on the opposite (or west) side of the river, with

orders to proceed to a point opposite the city, and prevent

the escape of the steamers reported to be there. A few

of the regiments also disembarked, and formed line of

battle, to support the gunboats. The ground on which

we had landed was covered by a heavy growth of cypress

timber and thick weeds, through which it was impossibe

to obtain a view of any object even at a short distance

in advance of u.s. The regiments which had discm-.

barked moved up in line of battle parallel with the gun-

boats, until their progress was checked by a bayou which

they were unable to cross—the rebels having destroyed



Its vxoxyjsjii aaiii

-\& " aid iMMoio xiof>bme Hnn^siUa wh noiyr ^kmii& (low «(

ijadi »o;fii«U ,ni©r) .fcaj.--fH>: '-s'fi v/\o -.J} rfuiuv/ a-v oV"'.,

liSili ulrtJT?* :?*« hut ,.'='.Miri'i^.-:-l r;'Y:i:'r5i-:.)

"10 V-'Oi? £ iiijBicJo vi

ifoiif '/ uo\tiii « '^.1 b!.if-?J.7 urn »5«t'Si50i(j II. .



212 REOOLLEOTIONS OF

the bridge. Here they halted to await further instruc-

tions.

The gunboat De Kalb, in the meantime, proceeded on

her course until she arrived within half a mile of the city,

when she opened fire with two of her guns—which,

owing to the narrowness of the stream, was all she was

able to work. Her fire was immediately responded to by

the rebel fort, which it was discovered was situated on

the south side of the city, a short distance east of the

shipyard. After firing about thirty rounds, and ascer-

taining this battery was the only obstruction between us

and the city, the gunboats withdrew. In the meantime,

while the artillery duett was going on, the infantry re-

paired the broken bridge and crossed the bayou, when it

was discovered the enemy had evacuated their earth-

works, and were in retreat. Gen. Herron immediately

ordered the 20th Wisconsin, which had been the first to

cross the bayou, in pursuit, which was continued for

about ten miles in the direction of Canton, and resulted

in the capture of a large number of prisoners beside

a great many wagons and gun-carriages, which the ene-

my abandoned in their retreat on the roadside.

The Be Kalb, in the meantime, with Gen, Herron

and staff on board, again started toward the city, but

when nearly opposite the shipyard the boat ran upon a

torpedo, which exploded, tearing away about two luet of

her port bow, and sinking her almost instantly, in fifteen

feet of water. No one on board was injured, however,

by the explosion. Captain Walker afterwards raised
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and brought away all the heavy guns and many of her

small arms.

While these events were progressing on the east side

of the river, our small cavalry force hal arrived opposite

the town on the wesc side in time to prevent one of the

steamers, (the St. Marys), from escaping, which was cap-

tured. They also pursued the remainder so closely, that

the enemy were compelled to burn five of them—the

Magenta, Prince of Wales, J. F. Fargo, Peytonia, and

Magnolia—to prevent their falling into our hands. The

Mary Keene, Arcadia, E. J. Gay, and Kennett, escaped.

The boat which fell into our hands had been previously

used as a gunboat by the rebels, but her guns had been

removed and mounted in the works at Yazoo City a

short time previously.

Gen. Orme was placed in command of the place with

three regiments of infantry, and, notwithstanding his

efforts to prevent pillage and destructiou of private prop-

erty, during the first night after our arrival some dis-

graceful robberies were committed by a Lieutenant of

the 94th Illinois, who had been sent out with a patrol

guard for the especial purpose of preventing such acts.

The city had been garrisoned by the 29th North Caro-

lina infantry, with a battery of light artillery, all being

under the command of Colonel Christman, of North Caro-

lina.

Wo found in the works, one 8-inoh columbiad, four

30-pounder Parrotts, and one 12-pouDd howitzer, with
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200 rounds of ammunition. The total number of pria-

oners captured was 300, with eight commissioned officers.

A great portion of the property pillaged by our men
consisted of clothing, which was taken from various

stores in the city, but being of a style not " according

to regulations " was destroyed. Fine broadcloth coats

were peddled about by the men and sold at prices rang-

ing from ten cents down to nothing, and satin vests,

cloth pantaloons, and fur hats went at proportionately

low rates—the hats being converted into foot-balls.

Some of the men found a large silver-mounted family

carriage at one of the residences in the city, which, with

a span of fine spirited horses and silver-mounted harness,

they confiscated, and proceeded to establish, with this

splendid turnout, what they termed a <' Lightning Om-
nibus Accommodation Line," to run between our trans-

ports and the city—charging 25 cents fare. The "Line"

however, only made two trips when Gen. Vandever
discovered and coveted the prize, which he seized at

once—thus breaking down the enterprize, and occasion-

ing much regret among line officers and soldiers as well

as the enterprizing projectors. The printing office was

also taken possession of by printers in our Division, and

a small newspaper is.sued, entitled '< The Yankee,"

under the superintendence of Walter S. Kendall, of

Company E, 20th Iowa.

All these pleasant pastimes, however, were brought

suddenly to a close' on the morning of July lUth, when
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orders were issued to prepare for an immediate march -wil •!

into the interior toward Jackson. ;-;i r

As no wagons had been brought with us, parties were j.
'

sent out and all the carts, wagons, buggies, horses, mules '(! '.''

and oxen in the vicinity were pressed into service to

haul our rooking utensils and rations; the train thus • . ? •'

formed, when ready to move, presented a ludicrous

appearance, as no regard was paid to classification of •
,'.

teams—some of the light buggies being hauled by two .
'•

yoke of oxen, while a span of small sized mules were . --i i

toiling along with a heavily loaded wagon. i- i

The march was commenced at 12 o'clock, M., of the

same day, our forces consisting of seven regiments of ;•*'
'

infantry and one battery of light artillery Owing to •
;

the excessive heat, dust and scarcity of water, this proved h., \ t.

the hardest march we had yet endured. Pools of stag- Uj ,:

nant water found in the beds of dried up bayous, were • :v'i

eagerly drank from, although the water was not only ' * ...'

warm, but covered with a green scum. There was

abundance of fruit hanging from the boughs of trees

temptingly overhead, at many of the plantations we .- i.yc

passed, but orders that men who partook of it should be .^ ,<,

arrested and shot, deterred many from taking it. Some,

however, disregarded this outrageous order, remarking itl

as they pulled the fruit, that "Gen. Vandevkr might ,> ?.

shoot and be d d, as that mode of death was prefera-

ble to perishing from a want of water." , .,• ..

The inhabitants along our route of march being most ,. v j,-

intenaely disloyal, and making no attempt to conceal the .
( i,,.j
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fact, gave to this extraordinary tenderness on the part of

our brigade commander that no loss should result to them

from our presence, au appearance of leniency uncalled

for and positively absurd ; there was not a man in the

army who did not so regard it.

The country, as we approached Black River, began to

show the eflfeots of the war. Most of the plantations

were occupied by negroes, who seemed to have arrived

at the conclusion that since their masters had absconded

they were now the rightful owners. They were accord-

ingly making dispositions for securing the fine crops just

ripening, and getting them to market.

Immense quantities of cotton were stored throughout

the country, and had our commanding officers been pro-

vided with transportation, over 50,000 bales could have

been collected. The greater portion of this was the

property of the Confederate government, and was subse-

quently burned to prevent its falling into the hands of

our government. However, on our return march we

secured 2,000 bales, taking it with us to Vicksburg

where it was turned over to the proper authorities— but

probably stolen by army contractors, as usual, soon after-

wards.

After passing through the town of Benton, we arrived

at Black lliver on the evening of the 16th, where wo

halted. On the following morning the march was resum-

ed, and a portion of the army reached Canton at 3

o'clock, P. M., the remainder arriving late in the eve-

ning, where we bivouacked. On the next day, (the
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18th,) Gen. Hereon received a dispatch from Col.

BussEY, stating than Gen. Sherman's forces had entered

and taken possession of Jackson, and that he, (Col. B.)

was occupying Canton. The latter information was

received with some surprise, as the bearer of the

colonel's message was the first and only force, be-

side our own which we had yet seen. However, other

troops arrived soon after, and we started on our return

march the same evening, reaching Yazoo City on the

next day at noon.

The following is a summary of operations following the

capture of Vicksburg up to the time of our reaching

Canton

:

On the evening of the 4th following the surrender of

Vicksburg the remainder of the 9th, 13th, 15th and

17th army corps were despatched to aid Gen. Sher-

man in his meditated attack on Johnston. These troops

reached him at Big Black on the evening of the 5th,

where bridges were at once constructed. Gen. Ord

crossed with the 15th corps on the evening of the 6th

by a floating bridge, found uninjured, at the railroad

crossing, while Gen. Steele with the 15th, and Gen.

Pakke with the 9th crossed the bridges which had been

constructed by themselves—one at Messenger's and the

other at Birdsong's. Ou the 7th all marched by sepa-

rate roads to Bolton, and on the following day to Clin-

ton, The weather was intensely hot, but the army

pushed on, hourly expecting to encounter tho enemy who

were in four divisions, cemposod of Loring'.i, Walker's
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and Breckinridge's infantry, and Jackson'a division of

cavalry, with a large artillery force. They were slowly

falling back, however, towards Jackson, and Gen. Sher-

man moved cautiously, expecting the enemy to make a

stand at the hill in front of Jackson where the engage-

ment between MoPherson's corps and the enemy took

place in May. Ord was on the right, Steele in the

centre, and Parke on the loft. The head of Steele's

column reached the enemy's line on the Clinton road,

when a heavy 6-inoh shot warned them to prepare for

serious work. Steele at once halted in order to allow

Parke and Ord to move up to their positions on the

right and loft, to do which they were under the necessity

of moving across open fields—skirmishing all the way

with the enemy's advance lines. Johnston was found

strongly entrenched in Jackson, where he had made

preparations to withstand a siege.

When Gen. Sherman became convinced that John-

ston had taken refuge in Jackson for the purpose of

battle, he determined in part to damage his means of

leaving it by destroying the Great Central llailroad north

and south. Gen. Ord then extended his lines to the

right so as to cross the railroad and threaten Pearl River,

and Gen. Parke his left so as to cnibraeo the railroad

north of Jackson, and approach Pearl lliver in fhat

direction. By the morning of July 18th the enemy

was completely invested in Jackson, and Gen. Suehman

was in complete possession of all the roads leading to the

place ou the West bank of the Pearl liiver, and his
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artillery within easy range of every part of the city.

On the 13th he threw into the city 3,000 12 and 20-

pounder shots, which did great execution.

The siege continued until the night of July 16th,

when the enemy evacuated the place, retreating across

Pearl River to the Ohio aud Mobile Railroad, sixty miles

distant, whither Sherman did not deem it advisable to

follow him. This closed the campaign in that quarter,

and rendered our further co-operatiou unnecessary.

Our men on the return march from Canton left little

fruit behind them, or auy other useful article which

could be carried away or destroyed. One of the men on

being rebuked for destroying private property, remarked

that " he intended to give the secesh in thai locality no

Qj)portunity to deny that the Army of the Frontier had

marched through it." My own impression is that

another such march would have been sufficient to devas-

tate the entire country.

The immediate advantages secured to our arms by this

expedition, was the capture and destruction of the ene~

niy's fortifications at Yazoo City 3 300 prisoners, inclu-

ding 13 commissioned officers ; one steamer captured aud

five burned ; six pieces of heavy ordnance, with a large

amount of ordnance stores ; 250 stand of small arms

;

2,000 bales of cotton ; 2,000 head of horses and mules
;

hospital bedding sufficient for 500 patients, and a gener-

al destruction by the men of private rebel property, on

our route of march, too extensive to be enumerated.

The 20th of July was occupied in destroying the rebel
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works, which were mined and blown up, and securing

such property aa had been confiscated, which was put on

board the transports. Capt. Walker had been diligent-

ly at work removing the guns from his sunken vessel, and

completed the task during the evening.

All night bands of our men were roaming over the

city, searching houses for small articles such as would be

useful for camp purposes, but committing no acts of outrage

or violence on the persons of the inhabitants. The ex-

amination of articles of personal property in the city on

this occasion was so thorough, that I may venture to as-

sert but few, however small, escaped the attention of those

engaged in the search. All were on board at daybreak

on the morning of the 21st, when we commenced our re-

turn voyage to Vicksburg.

The first surprise of the negroes occasioned by our sud-

den appearance among them having passed, they now

crowded the banks of the river, making frantic appeals

to be taken away with us. Two of our boats were set

apart for this purpose, on which the ebony throng rush-

ed in continuous streams, until the vessels presented the

appearance of being one solid mass of human beings.

They were so closely wedged together that when one

changed hia position there was a perceptible agitation of

the entire mass. The children were screaming, and the

men and women singing, shouting and praying—wild with

delight at thus suddenly finding themselves set free. It

would be impossible to give an adequate description of

the scene. Maddened with joy, the dense throng howled
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and surged in insane efforts to give vent to the new lound

happiness which was overflowing their hearts. Many of

them expressed great desire to know which boat '' Massa

Liucoln" was on, and as the stream was narrow and the

boats all running close together, it sometimes happened

that they would catch eight of some officer in uniform

who happened to be conspicuous in a group, and at once

concluding he was the groat liberator, their shouts of

thanks and demonstrations of joy were deafening and lu-

dicrous. Several of these men and women, with a few

children, were unfortunately crowded overboard and

drowned on the passage.

We arrived at Vicksburg the same evening, and pro-

ceeded to our previous camp. During our absence sick-

ness had increased to such an extent, owing to the ex-

treme heat and bad quality of the water, that a very large

portion of the regiment were now prostrated.

Orders were received on the following day to prepare

for another move, and our time and attention was occu-

pied in getting our sick men into hospitals hastily titted

up for the purpose, and storing their arms, etc., by or-

der of Brig. Gen. Vandever, "in a building adjoining,"

where we left them, with faint hopes of ever again meet-

ing our comrades alive as there appeared little probabil-

ity that they would receive such attentions as their ne-

cessities required, and with no expectations whatever of

recovering the arms which were, agreeably to orders,

" stored in a huildiny adjoinlny !"
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CHAPTER XIII. .,„ .^

Remove to Port Hudson -Incubase op Sickness— Ap-

pearance Ol'^ THE FOUTXFICATIONS— TjIE 19x11 AkMY
Coitrs AND THE Neuuoes—Voyage to Cakrollton
—Beset by I'Edj)lers, and what we djd auout it—
New Orleans—Salutary efkhcts of Gen. Butler's

' rule in the city—How HE administered Martial
Law—Incident of the Slave JilABUET

—

Major Gen-

eral N. P. Banks—The Labor System and the
Negroes— Exi'edition to Morqanzia—Captdre of

Lieutenant-Colonel J. B. Leake and iiis command
by the Rebels—Return of the Division to New
Orleans. .,

TuE army under Geu. Grant having now aocoinplish-

ed its mission by the capture of all the enemy's strong-

holds on the Mississippi, and the successive defeats of

their armies at all points within the region of country

bordering on that stream, was broken up and distributed

in other Departments. The gloom which had been rest-

ing upon the loyal mind in consequence of previous dis-

asters at other points, was now being dispelled by a series

of brilliant victories; already, since the beginning of Ju-

ly, throe important contests had transpired—Vicksltuig,

Gettysburg, and Helena—in all of which the rebel armies

had met with crushing defeats. In common with our loy-

al fellow-citizens at home, we therefore now felt more
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hopeful of the future—believing the day of final success

was foreshadowed in these triumphs to our arms.

The IBth army corps, to which the Army of the Fron-

tier had been assigned, was transferred to the Depart-

ment of the Gulf, and ordered to report to Major-Gener-

al N. P. Banks, at Port Hudson. This change, as it

necessarily separated us from our comrades of the Army

of the Tennessee, and instead of moving northward would

render necessary a further advance into a country teem-

ing with sickness, at a season of the year when fevers

were most fatal, we looked upon as particularly unfortu-

nate. Already, since our arrival at Vicksburg, and du-

ring our more recent campaign among the swamps and

bayous of the Yazoo, sickness had spread to an alarming

extent, and fears of a general prostration were being se-

riously entertained.

We embarked on board the steamer latan at sunset,

July 24th, and moved down to Warrenton, where the

boat landed to await the arrival of the remaining portion

of the corps, who had not yet left Vicksburg. Early on

the following morning, however, they arrived, when the

vessels composing the fleet all moved off simultaneously.

The fleet consisted of thirteen large steamers, under con-

voy of three gunboats. Gen. Herron having previously

gone to New Orleans, our division was now under com-

mand of Gen. Vandever—Major-General E. 0. 0. Ord

commanding the Corps. Wo passed Natchez at o o'clock

P. M. of the same day, reaching Port Hudson at half past
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3 o'clock next morning—being a distance of 250 miles

below Vicksburg.

We remained on board the transports at the landing

until July 31st, when we disembarked and moved into

camp about one and a half miles from the river, on the

site of an abandoned sugar plantation.

In addition to the gloomy circumstances attending the

universal sickness and misery surrounding us, we were

still further annoyed by a total absence of facilities for

giving proper care to the burial of our dead. It was bad

enough, we thought, to see our comrades die far from

home, with no tender attentions from relatives to smooth

their hours of pain and suffering while sinking under the

effects of burning fevers, but to be compelled to see them

buried without coffins— as many in other regiments were

—was an outrage on the part of our commanding gener-

als which yet demands explanation or apology. The fol-

lowing incident may serve as an illustration.

Stephen Thompson, of company E, 20th Iowa, died

suddenly of typhoid fever on the 27th of August, 18G3.

His comrades made diligent efforts to procure lumber suf-

ficient to build a oofhn, but without success. None could

be found either on shore or any of the transports, except

one, and this the commander of the vessel refused to lot

them take for the purpose. Determined that a rami of

uur regiment should not be buried cofflnlcss, we repaired

to the headquarters of Brig. Gen, Orme, temporarily iu

command of the division, and after explaining the mat-

ter received the following carte blanche order :
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Headquarters Orme's Brigade,

Steamer DesArc, July 28, 1863.

The bearer, Capt. C. Barney, of the 20th Iowa Vola.

is hereby given permission to take such lumber and ma-

terial as he may need, wherever it may be found, for the

purpose of building a coffin for a deceased soldier. , >

By order of

H. Burr, A. A. 6. Brio. Gen. Orme.

Returning to the boat on which the lumber was stored

with a squad of men competent if need be to secure

by force what the ungentlemanly commander had previ-

ously refused, we exhibited the order and informed him

that if the lumber was not immediately produced we

should proceed to tear up his cabin floor. We almost re-

gretted his prompt compliance, as it defeated a strong de-

sire we felt to demolish the boat in consequence of his

previous refusal.

Our sick list continued to increase daily, until there

was not a sufficient number of men able for duty to fill

details for guard aud hold our usual dress-parades.

Company and battalion drills were likewise partially sus-

pended. Other regiments of our division were equally

as unfortunate in this respect, and scores of men were

now buried daily.

Wo were much annoyed by insects, whose stings and

bites inflamed our flesh, and materially added to our dis-

comfort
J
several of our men were bitten while lying in

their tents by a large species of black spider, (very

similar in appearance to the Tarantula of Mexico),

29
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which was so poisonous as to produce delirium, and

required the immediate attention of a surgeon to prevent

death ; its effects usually lasted several days. Our con-

stant annoyance, however, was the musquitoes, which

swarmed about us in myriads, and gave us no rest day or

night, some of them so largo, it was asserted, that '' they

could stand flat-footed and drink out of a tin-cup."

The locality also abounded with poisonous reptiles

—

rattle-snakes, copperhead snakes, moccasin snakes, scor-

pions and lizzards—which found their way into our teuta

during the night, and sometimes, on rising in the morn-

ing, were discovered secreted among our bedding. On

the west side of the camp, also, and near by, was a bayou

filled with stagnant water, in which was discovered large

numbers of alligators, and our men passed much of their

time in killing them.

The enemy's works around Port Hudson, in point of

strength, were so far inferior to those at Vicksburg, as to

create much surprise among us. We had expected,

from accounts current previous to its capture, and the

protracted siege, to find a place equally as strong as

Vicksburg, and were consequently much disappointed

when we visited the works. The defences consisted of a

succession of redoubts and rifle pits, which extended

along the river front some six hundred yards with bat-

teries at intervals facing the river—some of the guns

being mounted en barbette, with casemates. On the east

was a bayou defended by rifle pits and abattis, und in
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roar a Buccessioa of amall earthworka, which were con~

tiuued at intervals around on the west side to the river.

We learned that the heaviest fighting, previous to its

capture, was by the negro troops, many of whom were

then euoamped in the vicinity. This very materially dis-

paraged the valor of the 19th corps in our estimation,

who were the only white troops participating with the

negroes in its capture, and were likewise encamped in

and about the works. To this circumstance may be

attributed the fact that during our services in that

department a feeling of superiority was entertained by

many of our men over soldiers of the 19th, which

amounted finally to positive hostility between the two

army corps, and was the occasion afterwards of many

rencounters between small parties in the streets of New

Orleans, and elsewhere. This feeling, however, among

the officers did not assume so belligerent a shape, but

still manifested itself at times by taunts and a studied

coolness when parties of the two corps happened to meet

in the street-cars or restaurants of the city.

We remained at Port Hudson until the 16th of

August, when we embarked on board the steamship

Crescent. After a pleasant voyage of 180 miles, we

landed at Carrollton, La., at 4 o'clock on the following

morning, and during the forenoon went into camp in a

beautiful live-oak grove about one mile east of the town,

and five miles west of the city of New Orleans. This

camp was named " Champ de Mars," where the entire

'iii»;n
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13th army corps, under Gen. E. 0. 0. Ord, of which

our division formed part, was encamped.

Immediately on landing, we were beset by a host of

peddlers—young and old, black, white, yellow, and some

a compound of all shades of colors—talking in almost all

languages, and gesticulating with such energy as won

our admiration and patronage. The provisions in their

baskets, which they wished to dispose of, consisted of

boiled sweet potatoes, cold boiled meat, pies, boiled eggs,

bread, cakes, mush, hash, pigs feet, oranges, banannas,

and mineral water bottles filled with beer ; the provisions

looked clean and well cooked, and our division having

been so long confined to army rations, to use a modern

expression, ^^ went for them," with such eagerness as to

soon exhaust the stock. Some of the men, however,

having no_money were under the necessity of resorting

to the established custom in such cases—taking them by

force—which met the decided disapproval of the ven-

ders, who departed, with threats of vengeance, to inform

the provost guard and have them arrested. But as the

provost 'guard was known to belong to the I9th army

corps the threat excited no fears.

New Orleans, since its occupation by Gen. Butler,

had undergone a great change. Previously it had boon

conspicuous as one of the most sickly as well as filthiest

cities in the union, but now, owing to his admirable sys-

tem of drainage, and sanitary regulations, no more

healthy or cleanly place could be found in the south.

The streets were all paved with flat stones, dressed smooth
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and jointed together as evenly as a floor. They wero

washed daily by men employed for that purpose, and

kept cool by continual sprinkling. Very few oases of

yellow fever had occurred since tho inauguration of

theso sanitary measures, and many among the more igno-

rant classes believed this disease was expelled by tho

presence of the '' Yankees."

On visiting the city our attention was first attracted to

the peculiar and odd names borne by the streets, some of

which were positively unpronouncable except by a native,

and, in fact, they all seemed ill-ohosea. For instance,

there was in the principal portion of the city, " St. John

the Baptist," " lleligious," " Tchoupitoulas," "Great

Men," "Good Children," " Poydras," and "Terpsi-

chore."

I one day met Geo. H. Vinton, Esq., in the street, a

gentleman with whom 1 had been very intimately ac-

quainted some years previously, when we were both

engaged in the same printing oflGice in the city. He

invited me to accompany him to his place of business, a

" Printers' Warehouse," on Poydras street, where he

gave me the following account of his business complica-

tions and troubles since the commencement of the war.

Since my acquaintance with him in "1841, he had

become the agent of Bruce's New York Type Foundry,

and in 1850 had opened a large establishment in New

Orleans where he was doing a good business on the

breaking out of the war. Fearing his establishment

would share the fate of other property owned by northern
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men in tho city, which was all being confiscated, he

attempted to shield it by making a handsome contribu-

tion in money to the confederate cause, and allowing his

eldest sou to join the rebel army. This, together with

the fact that his wife belonged to a wealthy Creole fami-

ly, who were among the most rabid secessionists in New

Orleans, he hoped would secure the establishment against

seizure. But in this he was disappointed. On repair-

ing to his store as usual one morning, he found it in pos-

session of a squad of confederate soldiers. He then

hastened to the authorities and complained, but instead

of receiving redress was himself arrested as a northern

sympathizer. However, through the influence of his

wife's friends he was soon released, and permitted to take

possession of his establishment after paying its estimated

value in confederate money. This generosity on tho part

of the authorities arose from the fact that they could

find no other means of disposing of the material to ad-

vantage, as printers' stock was at that time in very little

demand in tlie south. He bow supposed his troubles

were over in this aflfair, but as no business in his line

could be done till the war closed, and there was no secu-

rity for property in the oity against the lawless mobs

whom the authorities could not restrain, he closed his

store and remained at home. Tn a very short time,

however, Gen Butler captured tlie city, and, in com-

mon with all the other citizens, Mr. Vinton was called

upon to give an account of his relations with the confed-

erate government. On learning of his liberal donations
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to the support of that cause, Gen. Butler also seized

the establishment, but on investigation finding that it

was owned in New York, released it after compelling the

unfortunate agent to pay to the support of the federal

government a still larger sum of money in gold than hud

been paid to the confederate. These successive levies

left him but little money, yet ho admitted that Gen.

Butler's course was a just punishment for his seeming

sympathies with the rebellion.

This gentleman also detailed many interesting facts in

relation to events which transpired just previous and

subsequent to Gen. Butler's occupation of the city.

All the wealthy men of the place, with but few excep-

tions, were supporters of the rebellion j while a large

majority of the poor, and middling classes, were either

neutral or opposed to it. The latter classes, however,

were forced into the army, and left the city entirely

under the control of the former, who managed aflfaira in

any manner which promised the best advancement of

their own interests. The merchants put in circulation

large amounts of local currency—each issuing bills of

small denominations, purporting to be redeemable iu gold

by the party issuing it on demand—which was given out as

change to the families of those who were absent in the

army and others ; but many refusing at first to receive

it, an ordinance was passed by the city council making

any refusal to take this trash a crime, which might be

punished by fine and imprisonment. By this meau.s, (as

there was no clause in the law by which the issuing party
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could be forced to redeem) the cityVas soon flooded

with this worthless currency.

On assuming command of the city, Gen. Butler

" mastered the situation " in a manner peculiar to his

style of administration—at once simple and straight-for-

ward—by issuing an order that all who had put it into

circulation should at once redeem in accordance with the

promise borne on the face of the note

—

in gold—a.nd

making a refusal to do so punishable by arrest, imprison-

ment, and seizure of property sufficient to cover the

whole amount of the person's liabilities in the issue.

The order was complied with, and resulted in securing

to the General the confidence of all the poor class of

people in the city, who were ever afterwards his warm

friends and supporters. By gaining their friendship

Gen. Butler was enabled to establish a searching and

thorough system of espionage over the wealthy planters

in the vicinity, as well as influential citizens, and any vio-

lation of his orders was at once reported. He therefore

held the inhabitants in the most complete subjection, as

any act of hostility, or even meditation of such an act,

was promptly followed by arrest, and punishment at his

discretion. He was at once judge, jury and executioner,

and seldom permitted any treasonable act or expression

to escape prompt punishment.

In a very short time the prisons in the city were (illcd

by these arrests, and it became necessary that a military

tribunal for the trial of political oft'enders should be

established. This was dono at once, and immediately on
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conviction the prisoners were sent off to Ship Island,

where they underwent .such punishment as was awarded

by the tribunal. For a short time after the establish-

ment of this tribunal, a line of siea7ner$ was required to

convey the prisoners to the Island, and accommodate

their friends—who were allowed to visit them under

proper restrictions.

Under these and other stringent measures adopted by

Gen. Butler, and his untiring vigilance in seeking out

and arresting offenders, disloyalty soon disappeared.

So many changes having taken place in the city, I one

day gratified my curiosity by visiting the old slave-pen,

which was formerly located in the vicinity of the ship

landing, at a place called " Bull's Head," I found the

building uqw occupied by Capt. Armstrong, as a depot

for commissary stores, but had undergone many altera-

tions since my previous residence in Now Orleans. Then,

it was in its primitive glory, and under full operation

—

constantly crowded by the unfortunatu victims in whose

traffic men were engaged just as men are engaged in

cattle-yards ac the north. Now, where formerly stood

the platform on which these human cattle were exposed

for sale to the highest bidder, sat Capt. A. and his clerks,

making up returns and filling requisitions for rations for

the subsistence of men engaged in the holy work of

uprooting this worst of all evils, which had so long cursed

our land.

While here a circumstance recurred to my mind

which took place some years before, and first attracted

30
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my attention to the evils of slavery. It was on a Sab-

bath morning early in the spring ot 1842, when in com-

pany with the son of a wealthy planter, who had come

to the city for the purpose of purchasing a few field

hands, I rode out Tchoupitoulas street to this slave-pen.

There happened to be but few of the " chattels" up for

sale on that day, but in walking about the yard we ob.-

served a fine intelligent looking mulatto man and his wife

flitting beside one of the stalls in an obscure corner. The

man was fastened by a chain attached to a ring in the

floor, and seemed much dejected ; as we passed by, how-

ever, he raised his eyes to us, in which we could read

the misery and despair of the mind within. The woman

held a very young child in her arms, over which she was

bending, with sobs and piteous moans. The sight of

the group occasioned in my mind a feeling of compas-

sion, and I suggested to my friend that perhaps he could

buy them. But after looking at them a few moments he

turned away, saying that the man and woman " were too

light—would'nt do for sugar." Looking at them again,

after walking a few steps, he burst out in a hearty laugh,

and said that " if he should take such a couple as that

back to the plantation, encumbered with a brat also, his

old gov'nor would shoot the whole pile of them, and

him, to-boot."

Soon afterwards 10 o'clock struck, and a few purchas-

ers coming in, the sales commenced. The firwt " chat-

tel " offered was a corpulent old darkey, who had

probably underwent the same operation every spring lor
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the past fifty yeara, and he bustled up ou the platform in

u pecjuliarly business-like manner. Getting into position,

he straightened himself up, looked at the crowd with a

smile which disclosed the loss of nearly all his front

teeth, and opened proceedings by saying " hoah 1 is,

geraman—he-aw, ho-aw, he-aw." A customer then

stepped up, felt his arms, legs and head, looked into his

mouth, and ordered him to strip. While this was going on

the darkey kept up a running commentary—'' recon dat

arm's good 'nuflf fur enny gemman "—" dem legs' dun

some totin' in dere day j"—" spec I loss a few teef, but

de gum's soun' 'nufi'." The customer, after a close in-

spection, oflfered eight hundred dollars, which met the

decided disapproval of the old darkey, who declared

that he had never sold for less than a thousand, but much

to his mortification he was finally " knocked down " at

that price, no other bidder being found.

The mulatto and his wife were then put up—the man

first—when a spirited bidding at once commenced. The

woman, in the meantime, summoning sufficient courage

to beseech each bidder in turn to include herself and

child in his purchase. But as field-hands were now in

chief demand, very little attention was paid to her

entreaties, especially as she was encumbered with what

they termed a " d d little brat." The man wan

finally disposed of at a very high price, and the woman

called to the stand. She wa.s ordered to relinquish the

child to one of the attendants of the institution, but

instead of obeying clutched it more closely in her arms.
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The child was then pulled violently from her, and she

was forced upon the stand, where she fell fainting on the

floor. This proved a happy relief, and saved her the

agony of seeing what followed. The proceedings thus

far seemed to awaken a spark of compassion in the breast

of the mau who was offering her for sale, and it found

vent in an oath that the " womau and Irat should be sold

together." They were siccordingly bought by the pro-

prietor of a restaurant—a burly Irishman—who, how-

ever, on completing his purchase at once offered to sell

the "dommed brat" for the sum of five dollars. His

offer was responded to by a rough looking customer,

who seemed to look upon the affair as a pretty fair joke,

and who came forward, amid a general bust of merri-

ment, caught the child roughly by one of its legs, and

left—carrying it as a man usually carries a dressed turkey

or chicken.

I hastened away from that <' pen " a confirmed aboli-

tionist, and never afterwards ventured to revisit a slave-

auction. The feeling of hatred engendered towards the

traffic in slaves in my mind, by this scene, was never

obliterated, and has often stimulated me while in presence

of those battling for the perpetuation of the institution.

I derived much pleasure now in knowing that this foul

blot upon our national escutcheon had at length been

washed away forever, and left the pl;ice with icclings of

relief.

General Banks succeeded Gen. Butler in command

of the Department, and continued the sanitary rcgula-
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tions inaugurated by his predecessor in the city, but

adopted a different policy of government toward the

citizens—hoping to win by mild treatment and diplomacy

what had with difficulty been previously secured by

harshness and force. The change was accepted by the

people with sullen indifference from the fact that they still

remained under military restraint, and although not con-

stantly liable to arrest for trivial offences, were neverthe-

less compelled to act and speak with loyalty to the gov-

ernment. Compliance with this latter requirement,

while the great majority of them were rebels in senti-

ment, was more humiliating than even Gen. Butler's

harshness. Places of amusement, which were closed by

order of Gen. Butler, were again thrown open, and the

order requiring all citizens to be at their homes at dark,

and extinguish their lights at 9 o'clock in the evening,

was countermanded, and was succeeded by public con-

certs at "Jackson Square " and " Clay's Monument,"

by brass bands, under orders from Gen. Banks.

Although Gen. Banks signally failed, as a military

leader, to meet the expectations of the country, yet as a

statesman he possessed abilities of the highest order, and

when his acts as a civil ruler, in organizing and putting

into operation the machinery of the State Government,

can be viewed, disconnected from his military oporations,

they challenge our admiration. Wlicn ho assuniod

command of the Department of the Gulf, no steps had

as yet been taken to provide for the disposal of the mul-

titudes of slaves set free by confiscation and otherwise.
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who had abandoned the plantations and hurried into the

city, where they lounged about the streets in idleness.

Many of the plantations thus deprived of their services,

were no longer cultivated, and already murmurs of dis-

content were beginning to be heard from the planters

because they had lost their slaves, aud from the citizens

because the city was overrun by multitudes of negroes

without other means of providing for their necessities

than by begging or stealing. This evil was at once met

and corrected by the salutary effects of the " labor sys*

tern," by which all negroes unemployed were seized by

the authorities, and either sent to labor on the plantu-

tions at a ani,all salary, or conscripted in the army—the

choice between the two being left with the negroes

themselves.

When this policy was first inaugurated, it created a

great panic among the negroes, who having once tasted

the sweets of liberty, manifested much reluctance to

again returning to labor. There was no alternative,

however, except by volunteering, and the city was soon

cleared of all the loungers.

The objection of the negroes to returning to labor on

the plantations, however, may be accounted for from the

fact they were now harder worked and fared much wonso

than under their previous masters. Many of tlio j)lan

tations, abandoned by their owners, had been seized by

the government, and were now cultivated by men from

the north who knew littlo of the manner of conducting

a sugar plantation. Being eager to " make the business
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pay," they required one negro to perform as much labor

aa was formerly done by three, allowing him the moder-

ate remuneration of ten cents a day for his services.

This sum being entirely inadequate for their support,

added to ill-usage on the part of their employers, opera-

ted to disgust the negroes with their new-found freedom,

and they deserted at every favorable opportunity—seek-

ing safety by flight to the city, and sometimes within the

rebel lines. The following reply of a field-hand, who

had escaped the fetters of the old system of slavery and

been for some time actively endeavoring to evade the

hardships entailed by the new order of things, while it

shows the ideas then entertained by these negroes gen-

erally as to the object of the war, illustrates their tact in

argument. This colored gentleman was being impor-

tuned to enlist by another, who had already done so, when

he suddenly said :

" Sam, did you eber see two dogs fitin' 'bout a bone ?"

" Yes."

" Well, an' did de bone fight?"

On the 29th of August our army was reviewed by Maj.

Gens. Grant and Banks—the ceremony being attended

with a spirited race between the horses on which these

officers were mounted. For the iuformation of those of

my readers who may wish to know " who beat," I will

say. Gen. Banks came out two lengths ahead !
,

On the 5th of September our division embarked on

transports and proceeded up the river to disperse a force

of rebels which had collected on the west side, below the



08£ .«:>ir«aa ajai^

5;dW ,f)C?i;£i-t>i»>U a Jo ^hif^ g; ^iV^l'^»^: CM'T .fii>/ii! .';',;:.;

''^
&n-.^a »l .)jocl' 'o'ifi :i;"-'.j < r^^ ;).iH iif-y 'u\^ iy[) ,iiv..'r',

"

no hrHeddie :v;tfivf;' 1 jo -•.K'an.lt^oc^ ")-.) .die i.;*' , T?



240 EEOOLLEOTIONS OP

mouth of lied River, and were seriously threatening the

uavigatioD of the Mississippi. Wo arrived ut Morgauzia

on the 8th, where the division diaembarlced, and after

marching about two miles from the river encountered the

enemy's pickets and drove them in on the main body which

was encamped on the road leading to the Atchafalaya,

and who immediately commenced falling back. A brisk

skirmish was kept up until they reached and crossed that

stream, when we moved back and encamped at Morgan-

zia on the 11th. On the following day Lt. Col. Leake

of the 20th Iowa, was despatched in command of the 2Gth

Indiana, 19th Iowa, and two pieces of light artillery, to

establish a point of observation and feel the enemy in the

direction of the crossing of the Atchafalaya. The enemy

were again encountered in considcrablo force, and again,

after a aharp engagement, driven across the river, when

our detachment went into camp at " Sterling Farm," sev-

en miles distant from the main body at Morganzia.

Here they remained, skirmishing with detachments of

the enemy daily, until the 29th, when they were sudden-

ly assailed by an overwhelming force of rebels, and cap-

tured before assistance could reach them from the main

body.

From such imperfect accounts of this affair as could be

obtained at the time, we learned that tho onctny wore

5000 strong, in three brigades, and udmuiuiided by Gon.

Green; while our own forces did not exceed 500. Uol.

Leake, notwithstanding a battalion of cavalry were oc-

cupying an advanced position in the direction from which
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an attack—if one were made in force—waa expected, ap-

pears to have been talcen entirely by surprise ; but the

rebels completely avoided this force with their main

body by approaching from an opposite point, thus inter-

posing between the infantry and cavalry, by which the

latter escaped capture. The whole allair, however, was

shrouded in a mystery which, to the present time, has re-

ceived no satisfactory explanation. The doubtful policy

of placing this small force beyond supporting distance,

and without means of speedy communication, was, at the

time, severely criticized by officers of the division, as also

the reported surprise of Ool. Leake. If the attack,

however, was unexpected by the latter, a sufficient ex-

planation may be found in the fact that skirmishing was

constantly going on between his own and the enemy's

pickets, and the tiring immediately preceding the main

attack was probably no more severe on this than former

occasions.

When the alarm was finally given our men sprung to

their arms and met the enemy at one point with a bold

front, driving them back. While successfully combatting

this force, they were unexpectedly assailed in rear by an-

other, which approached within a few yards before their

presence was detected. Being absorbed by the fighting

in front, Col. Leake ou hearing them approach, suppo-

sing it was a portion of his own cavalry, turned about to

give an order j seeing himself confronted, however, by

the enemy on this side also, he deemed further resistance

useless, and at once surrendered. The light, although

31
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brief was sanguinary, and the rebel officers were report-

ed as feeling much chagrined at the loss occasioned iu

the capture of this small force—being on their side 50

killed on the field, and 120 wounded.

The division re-embarked for Carrollton September

10th, where we landed on the following day—Major Wm.
Q. Thompson now in command of our regiment.
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CHAPTER XIV.

EXI^EDITION TO THE COAST OV TeXAS—A BTOllM AT SEA

—

AlllUVAL AT EkAZOS UE S/U^TIAOO—1n MISTAKE WE
.,

Shell the Mexican town ok Baodau—Disemuauk

AT Point Isabel—Men duownei)— Revolutions at

Matamo«as—Expedition and cai-tuue of the Wouks ';!* <>f «

ON ]\hisT.u^a Island—On detached kiohvice—Exi'edi- ''. \,i ;.

TION AND CAI'TUKE OK MaDIBONVILLE—ACTIVITY OK
^ ,.

Cotton Speculators—Oen. Banks' Red Riveii Expe-

dition—Disasters caused ijy Oavauiy blunders and •
''

cotton dealeks—Failure of TUE campaign—Return ,\

ok Gen. Banks. ,. ,,,.

We remained at CarroUton until October 23d, when

Gen. Banks' preparations I'or a campaign on the Gulf

Coast of Texas being completed, our own and the 4th

division of the 18th, and a portion of the 19th corps cm-

barked on vessels—the 20th Iowa and 20th Wisconsin

being put (or rather packed) on board the T. A. Scott, a

vessel of the largest class. The fleet consisted of sixteen

huge vessels, and many schooners, all heavily loaded with

troops, munitions of war, and provisions, under convoy

of gunboats.

On the 27th we sailed through Southwest-Pass, and

came to anchor outside the bar to await the arrival of

Gen. Banks, who joined us on the 2iJth when we at once

went to sea. Immediately on leaving our anchorage the

vessel began to be tossed about in the waves, which was
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soon followed by aea-sicknesa, and the sceue presented oa

our crowded decks maj be imagined. The aeuHatious

produced by thin disease are uuplcasant in the extreme,

and may be best described by saying, that " in the first

stages a man /ears he will <Ue, and in the second rejred

that he didn't !"

The wind, which had blown steadily from the north,

on the 80th increased to a gale, and our vessel labored

and strained in such a manner as to produce fears of a

shipwreck. A schooner we had in tow, loaded with pro-

visions, broke loose and went adrift—one of the seamen

was swept overboard and lost, and with a crash one of

our masts suddenly " went by the board." All for a

time was confusion on board, and the shouting of the

ship's officers, howling of the wind, snapping of ropes

and rigging, and roaring of the waves, which made

almost " clean breaches " over our decks, told plainly

enough that we had encountered a storm at sea. The

spectacle, aside from our sea-sick men, was grand, of

course, but we didn't enjoy it—especially Major Tiiomp-

BON, who lay in his hammock below, suffering also from

sea-sickness, but with determined bravery seeking relief

in an energetic abuse of the man who wrote "A life on

the ocean wave," etc., whom he indignantly charaotor-

ized as a *' man without taste." IJy slightly alfer

ing our course, the schooner we had lost was picked up,

but again broke loose. After again overhauling her she

was found to be in a sinking condition, when her crew

were taken off, and she was abandoned. Some of the
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other vessels of the fleet fared worse than our owii, being

compelled to throw overboard mules, provisions and ord-

nance, to escape being wrecked. The wind subsided

somewhat about sunset, and the flee^ M'hich had been

dispersed by the storm, again united, but many of the

schooners were found to have been lost.

On the Ist of November we oame in sight of land,

and in the evening lay at anchor off the bar of Brazos dc

Santiago. On the following morning our vessel, by order

of Gen. Banks, ran in and opened fire on the Mexican

town of Bagdad, a small village at the mouth of the

Rio Grande. After a few shots had been fired, the

French flag was hoisted in the town, and we withdrew

for further instructions. On reporting back to the flag-

ship, the commander of our vessel was informed that he

had committed a blunder—having fired on the wrong

town—and was again dispatched, this time with more

definite instructions, to " feel " the Texan side of the

river. We accordingly approached the coast in the

vicinity of Point Isabel, and again opened with shell

—this time on another village, opposite Bagdad—and

had the satisfaction of seeing a number of confederates

leave hurriedly in the direction of Brownsville.

The 19th Iowa then landed, and moved a short dis-

tance inland, and the remainder of the forces made

preparations to disembark on the Island of Brazos, in

surf-boats. This undertaking proved a failure— the first

trip resulting in the boats being capsized in the surf,

and the drowning of two men belonging to Company

'Ut^
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"F" of our regiment with dcvcral others of the 2Uth

Wisconsin. The captain of the vessel then abanduuiid

further attempts, weighed anchor and ran out to the fleet,

where our regiment was transferred to a small coast

steamer (the Wm. Bayley) and finally succeeded in

landing near Point Isabel, in vicinity of Gen. Taylok's

old commissary depot, established during the early part

of the Mexican war, and on the following day were cur-

ried across to Clarksville.

Gen. Banks, with some of our forces, moved up to

Brownsville, distant thirty-eight miles, and after com-

munication between our camps and that place was estab-

lished, our attention was cocupied by daily rumors

received, detailing events then transpiring in the town of

Matamoras, where revolutions were said to be of daily

occurrence. Three had already taken place since our

arrival, and others, according to report, were being in-

augurated. On the first day of our appearance on the

coast, the Mexican Governor (lluiez) was deposed and

imprisoned, and the ofi&ce usurped by another, whose

name we could not learn ; on the second day the usurper

was shot, and lluiez reinstated, and on the third day the

fluctuating fortunes of the unlucky Ruiez again changed,

and he was compelled to take refupjc in Brownsville to

save his life. The Governor of the State was then soMf

for in haste, and pending his arrival, Gen. Oortiiius, the

military commandant, assumed authority These revo-

lutions, however, were attended by but little bloodsded

—

only one or two men being killed in effecting them. But
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great excitement existed as usual on such occasions,
. bc«:,r

which from the law of sympathy finally ext^pded to our -

forces on the opposite side of the river, and Gen. Banks

on application of our Minister at that place, threw part ,, i^..,Vi

of the 20 th Wisconsin across, under command of Col. •.!..••

Bertram, to restore order, but the tumult having sub- 1 :.(li

sided it was supposed the body politic had not yet arrived ju, iii.(

at a condition requiring phlebotomy, and they were - :i ;-i

withdrawn. in tbifi

All these commotions, revolutions, and excitements,
i

ti.;;-

in a great measure sprung from the mistake made by the

commander of our vessel in firing on the town of Bagdad, ;.

then in possession of the French, which the Mexicans :''

at Matamoras interpreted as a demonstration in favor of . -: \ ;<-

,

the Liberals, and forthwith proceeded to adopt " revolu- .

y

tionizing " as a means best calculated to give expression ,)t

to their feelings.

This state of afi"airs at Matamoras, however, culmina- . r

ted on the 19th in a general ''three-cornered" fight,
, «,Vm:,'

between Cortinas' men, Mexican " greasers " and French

residents, which having terminated matters assumed a

more quiet attitude.

Gen. Banks returned from Brownsville on the 13th,

accompanied by u battalion of cavalry composed of loyal i -^>>..:im

Tcxans which had been recruited and organized since

his arrival, and sailed for New Orleans on the following • > '

day, leaving Gen. Dana iu commaud.

On the 15th the 20th Iowa, in company with the 18th

Maine, embarked on the steamship " I'lanlcr," and saihid
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up the coast, accompanied by other vessels, which, how-

ever, left U3 during the same night. Late in the evening

of the following day we came to anchor, and both regi-

ments, with two pieces of artillery, disembarked in small

boats on the southern point of Mustang Island. After

landing, we immediately started up the beach, the 13th

Maine in advance, while our men took charge of the bat-

tery—performing the duty of artillery horses. As this

was the first occasion on which they had acted in this

capacity, the duty was found extremely laborious—the

route of march being over loose sand.

The march was continued until 11 o'clock next day,

when we came in sight of the rebel works, consisting of

three large guns mounted behind sand banks, and so

placed as to command the entrance to Aransas Bay.

One of the vessels had preceded us, and at the time of

our arrival was vigorously shelling the works. Prepara-

tions were at once made for a charge by the 13th Maine,

which was gallantly done at a " riyht-shoulder-shi/t,"

a few moments after tho rebel garrison had hoisted a

white flag, and resulted in the wounding of an old man

who bad come outside the works and in an unmistakably

friendly manner was awaiting their approach.

The capture consisted of tho woT|is, 85 rifles, 3 pieoefl

of artillery, and 100 prisoners.

On Jan. 23d, 1864, Maj. Gen. Hkrron, who had

been absent since October, returned and assumed com-

mand of the post at Brownsville, and Maj. Gen. Dana,

temporarily commanding tho corps, removed his head-
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quarters to Pass Cavallo. Gen. Dana was relieved how-

ever after a few days by Gea. E. 0. 0. Ord, the perma- r •vit

nent commander of the corps. Gen. Dana then assum-

ed command of the forces in the field. Our regiment, ..,j I

with the exception of one company, was left as a garri- .(. •

son at Post Aransas—Company "G" being detached fu ,

as Provost Guard at Gen. Dana's headquarters. The vr.i,

other troops were distributed at various points along the ,;!• •

coast, where they quietly prepared to await the develop- : i,;

ments of another expedition by the remainder of our '.': ,.

own and 19th corps, which was to co-operate with us r :

under the immediate command of Gen. Banks, by

ascending Red River.

At the time our division embarked for Texas, 1 was

detached by order of Major-General J. J. Reynolds, ' '

commanding Defences New Orleans, and assigned to com- i ^

mand of a camp in the city where men of the 13th corps u* : ;

discharged from hospital, and stragglers, could be col- , ,

looted and forwarded to their regiments. I continued on

this duty until December 24th, 1863, when I received

orders to arm and equip four hundred of the most effi-

cient men then in camp and accompany Col, W. K. Kim-

ball, of the 12th Maine, on an expedition against Mad-

isonville. La. We embarked the following day on the

cars of the Ponchartrain Railroad, and proceeded to the >• «:

LaliB, six miles distant from the city, where wo were dc- v ' "

tained from varioub causes until January 2d, I.SG4, when

the entire command, consisting of the 12th Maine, 9th

Connecticut, one battalion 2d Louisiana Cavalry, one
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section 16th Ohio Battery, and my own detachment were

put on board transports, and at once nailed.

The night set in with a cold wind, accompanied by

sleet and rain, and being exposed to the storm on the up-

per deck without shelter, we came near perishing during

the night. When morning dawned we found our vessel,

the Kate Dale, hard a-ground near shore, with no abate-

ment of the storm. During the day all the steam vessels

composing our fleet made ineffectual efforts to pull her

off', and late in the evening a joint effort by the entire

fleet, assisted by three gunboats, alike proved unsuccess-

ful, when further efforts were deferred until next morn-

ing. During the night, however, the wind changed to

south west, and the tide rose sufficient to float us off. On

the following morning we proceeded on our course, arri-

ving at the mouth of the Chafunktee River about 1

1

o'clock A. M., when the gunboats took a position iu ad-

vance, and after shelling the woods in the vicinity we

proceeded up the river towards Madisonville, which was

six miles distant from the Lake. On approaching the

town a white flag was seen displayed at the landing, when

I was ordered to disembark my detachment and ascertain

if there wore any Confederate forces in the neighborhood.

After landing, a skirmish line was formed under command

of Capt. H. B. DoOLiTTLE, of the 20th Iowa, wliioli ad-

vanced through the town, capturing a fow prisoners and

driving a small force ol rebels buck ou the road loading

to Covington. We advanced some two miles on that

road, with slight skirmishing, momentarily expecting to
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come in ouutaot with a larger force whom we supposed

this small one was falling back on. But uo others be-

ing encountered, as night had set in we halted and made

dispositions to hold the ground already gained until the

remainder of our troops disembarked. During the night

one platoon of cavalry landed, and a small squad were

sent out to assist us on picket duty, whom we three out

as videttes in the direction of Covington.

As day dawned next morning we were startled by vol-

leys of musketry, and in a few moments the cavalry squad

came dashing back in great panic, and reported a large

force of the enemy advancing on ua. After despatching

a messenger with the information to headquarters, our

men were deployed in the timber on either side of the

road, and we anxiously awaited the approach of the ene-

my. In the meantime Col. Kimball, on being notified

of the affair, promptly hurried to our assistance with two

pieces of artillery supported by the 12th Maine. The

guns were planted on the road in our rear, and in a posi-

tion better calculated to rake us than the enemy; as the

rebels, however, declined approaching within range, we

escaped the fire from this battery.

Scouting parties of cavalry were sent in various direc-

tions daily, by means of which a good knowledge of the

country was soon gained. The locality not having before

been visited by federal troops, no efforts had been made by

the planters to secrete or destroy their cotton, and large

quantities of it was found on the plantations. This event,

however, was not unprovided foi', as our expedition was
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accompanied as usual by cotton speculators, who, although

not so numerous as on some similar occasions, made up in

activity and zeal their lack of numbers, and the landing

soon presented an appearance which would have done no

discredit to New Orleans in the palmiest days of " King

Cotton." This business was scarcely begun before it met

with a check—the owners preferring to consign their cot-

ton to the flames rather than see it pass into the hands of

these sharks, who not only robbed them but the govern-

ment of the United States, and conflagrations were soon

blazing in all directions over the country. When this

incendiarism was once inaugurated it continued to spread,

until no kind of property was exempt ; men fired their

cotton, grain-stacks and mills, seeming to contemplate the

work of destruction with feelings of delight, believing

they were thus damaging our government more than

themselves. This idea no doubt originated in the fact

that there was always more activity displayed by the hosts

of legalized plunderers accompanying military expeditions

in this Department than by the military themselves,

which usually gave the troops the appearance of being

simply an escort for the protection of the speculators.

There were several large saw-mills situated in the vicini-

ty of Covington, on the Ponchatoulas River, sovon inilcB

distant from Madisonville, where a large amount of lumber

was stored, and which latter Gen. Banks was anxiuus to

secure, for military and other purposes, at New Orleans
j

but when our intention to remove it was made known, both

the lumber and mills were burned.
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On tlio 4th of Feb. Gens. McQiNNis and Grover, ''i'is»;fl-

with the third Division of the 13 th army corps arrived '"

and we wpre ordered back to New Orleans, where wo '- <
'';"«

arrived on the 7th. i;;;-!.*

On our return we found much commotion among the 'j>
.

-^

troops in the vicinity, as the great lied River expedition

was being organized, and the army was concentrating at 'T.^;;/ ej

Brashear City and Franklin. This was to be the crown- t--'\.:.".h

ing blow, by which not only the confederate army in the ' •«' «

State was to be annihilated, but a permanent State Gov- 'i-'>- ;.'>vv

ernment organized, and civil law once more established. '•.;.«(.

All were sanguine of success—grand reviews paraded ;

•

the streets by day, and splendid illuminations of lire-
"'

works decked the heavens at night; magnificent fetes and '- *'' h

sumptuous banquets were given ; the evening air was

vocal with sounds of music by immense brass bands on y.

the streets, and the grandeur of Gen. Banks' military !/

genius was rehearsed in songs at places of public enter-

tainment. Enthusiasm was at its height, and who will '''<

be so uncharitable as to censure Gen. Banks, if, under

such overwhelming ovations, he too should become in-

fected, and yield to the weakness of joining in the uni~

versal outpouring of enthusiasm in honor of his own

greatness ! But with all his vanity, Gen. Banks proved <" ''»

himself unselfish at least, by allowing his family to some

extent, to share hid honors—even permitting hi.s youth-

ful daughter to ocoupy a lofty seat on the Clay Monu-

ment, while the gallant Dudley passed his cavalry
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brigade iu review before her—the General himnelf atand-

ing at her feet, weeping in excess of gratified pride.

As spring approached, however, these scenes of fes-

tivity were succeeded by the hurry and bustle of prepa-

rations for a speedy departure on the great mission of re-

organization.

Early in March Gen. Banks joined his army at

Brashear City, and at once put it in motion towards

Franklin, which was reached without opposition ; here a

delay was necessary in order to allow him time to issue

a proclamation and hold an election for State officers.

The pause here was so well improved by the cotton buyers

who accompanied the expedition in droves, that 1,G00

bales were secured and stored, to be taken back to New

Orleans on their return. This early success gave prom-

ise of a brilliant harvest in the future, when the army

should enter the rich cotton districts of the Red River,

and they forthwith commenced seizing all the wagons on

the route in order to be able to transport their cotton to

shipping points on the river. These cotton-buyers

—

more numerous than " money-changers in the temple,"

or ants on a crumb—literally covered every movement of

troops in the Department. No expedition was permitted

to move—none planned, or considered complete in ils

appointments, without them. They hung about (Jrii.

Bankb' every movement like wolves around a c;ircass.

The result was that in a few days their train nearly

equalled that of the army, which was an unusual large one.

Their manner of huijiny cotton was peculiar, and 1 will
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venture to give it. Each firm oonsisted of three part-

ners, and each partner performed his own special duty
;

one traveled with the advance of the army, whose duty

consisted in looking up such cotton as was not branded

by the mark of the confederate government and mark-

ed it as the property of the firm. The next gave his

attention to such as had been seized by our Government

Agents as property of the confederate government, and

branded as property of our own ; he transferred this to

the firm by crossing the mark " U. S.," and making his

own beneath it. The third attended to collecting and

loading the bales thus purchased on the wagons. No

doubt this systematic robbery would have been suppress-

ed had it come to the knowledge of Gen. Banks, but he

was too much occupied with the weightier matters of

politics to give it his attention, and his stafi" probably

were interested to some extent in the speculation them-

selves.

Fort " Derusha " was reached, and after a sharp en-

gagement captured, by troops of the 13th corps, when

another pause was made, and another proclamation is-

sued, followed by another election. Gen. Lee, com-

manding the cavalry force of the expedition, whose

counsels, to a great extent in military matters, governed

the movements of the army, now injudiciously moved

his huge transportation trains in advance of the infiuitry,

in order, as he said, that it might be " under his imme-

diate protection ;" by some shrewd atratcgy on the part

of the cotton dealers, their wagons also gained an ad-
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vanced position. By this arrangement the cavalry and

infantry were so separated as to be entirely out of sup-

porting distance, and in case an attack should be made

on the cavalry by a superior force of the enemy, these

wagon trains formed an impassable barrier against their

own retreat or assistance reaching them from the in-

fantry.

In due course of time the army reached and occupied

Alexandria, with slight opposition, where another proc-

lamation was issued, followed by another election, and

immense success in the cotton department of the expe-

dition. Bulletins, giving glowing accounts of the tri-

umphant progress of the army, were transmitted daily to

New Orleans, scattered broadcast over the city, and con-

tinued to heighten the publio expectation of its ultimate

success. The rebel General Taylor, however, in the

meantime was busy concentrating his army at Shreve-

port, and closely watching the progress of Gen. Banks'

military-political movements, determined on the first

favorablfi opportunity to check his progress. The indis~

cretion of Gen. Lee in interposing his wagon trains be-

tween the cavalry and infantry forces iurnished the rebel

general this opportunity, and he at once took advantage

of it.

The short ineffectual struggle of the cavalry, who

were almost annihilated—the capture and burnini^of

their own and the cotton trains—the rout of the lUth

corps, which was pulverized, and slaughter of the gallant

13th who lioroically interposed themselves between the
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enemy and our panic-stricken cavalry and the 19th

—

lighting manfully against ten times their own number

until nearly two-thirds were either killed or wounded

—

has become history, and need not be repeated here in

detail. The carnage was terrible—the disaster irre-

parable—and the rout complete.

With the remnant ot' this once splendid army, now

thoroughly demoralized, broken into fragments, and pur-

sued by a relentless enemy, Gen. Banks reached, and by

the aid of a bridge of boats crossed the Atchafalaya,

while Gen. A. J. Smith paused at Yellow Bayou-, and as

the rebel army, flushed with victory, came up, attacked

them with such fury that their pursuit was soon chang-

ed to flight.

The first intimation of the disaster received at New

Orleans was the arrival of Gen. Banks and his crest-

fallen military advisers, with a large number of wounded

officers. The revulsion of feeling caused by this totally

unlooked for result, seemed at first to paralyze the pub-

lic mind with astonishment, but this feeling gradually

settled down into sullen murmurs of censure by those who

had previously been loudest in their praise of the unfor-

tunate General.

The agony of the unfortunate cotton speculators over

their losses was extreme, but excited no compa.saion, as it

was well known much of the disaster was attributable to

their presence.

33
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CHAPTER XV.

Rbjoin the Regiment at Mustang IsiiAND

—

Reskination
OK Majok WlLMAM G. TlIOMPhON—ScOUTiNO E\l'i:i)l-

TION ON THE 0OA8T

—

CaI'TUHE THE COMMANDKU Ob' A

Rlockade Runner—Out in a htoum—Expedition to

LvMAK AND St. Marys—Captuhe a Rebel Gunhoat
OFFICER, A 8CIIOONEK AND A TOWN -REFUGEES, AND
SOME OF TIIEIU CHARACTEUIST1C«.

In company with Capt. M. L. Thomson and Lt. (now

Gapt.) C. S. Squires, of our regiment, I embarked on

the U. S. steam propeller Alliance, and left Now Orleans

on the 24th of May, arriving at Mustang Island, Texas,

on the 29th. I found most of the men occupying small

frame houses which had been erected from lumber pro-

cured by tearing down houses at various points in the

vicinity on the coast, and brought to the island on small

boats which they had procured from fishermen. Com-

pany C were occupying the fort in the capacity of artil-

lerists—whilst Lt. Johnston of the same company was

filling the responsible position of commodore, and in

command of the fleet. Major W. G. Thompson atill

commanded the regiment, although at that time in bud

health. Among other comforts and luxuries of tbe

cauip, I observed that Dr. H. IIuWEY, who had succoodcd

Dr. KiSTiNE as Surgeon, had established a Dairy, which

was in successful operation, but located in too close prox-

imity to the hospital for the welfare of the patients. A
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large number of refugees were also collooted at the post,

and occupying comfortable quarters—rations being sold

to them by the quartermaster on the Major's requisition;

the male portion were in the employ of the commodore

as ship-carpenters, and the famalea principally in the

dairy and the Major's kitchen—the latter conducted on

a scale of magnificence which done credit to the locality.

The officers spent much of their time in seeking shells

along the beach, and getting up social parties, which

were graced by the presence of the fair refugees; while

the men generally occupied their leisure hours in fishing

and bathing in the surf, stealing milk from the doctor's

dairy, and watching from the summit of a sand-hill for

the appearance of a vessel by which they hoped to re-

ceive letters from home.

Capt. Chas. Altman, of company G, having been re-

lieved from duty at Gen. Dana's headquarters, had re-

joined the regiment with his company, and was now fill-

ing the position of I'rovost Marshal at the post. Lt. J. 0.

Stewart, of Company B, (recently promoted) a very

efficient officer, was acting as Adjutant.

I will here relate an incident which, although it may

disparage Major Thompson's reputation as a " Marti-

nttte " in discipline, will nevertheless illustrate the per-

fect freedom with which he was at all times approached

by men of the regiment; his uniform kindnoss, p;entlc>

manly deportment, and ooolucas and bravui) uu the battle-

field, had long since secured for him the friendship of

every member of the command, and, notwithstanding
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the undue familiarity aouietimea indulged by the men
and line officers, it would be difficult to find a regimental

commander whose orders were more cheerfully obeyed
than were his.

A picket post was established about one mile west of

camp, and much care taken by the Major that picket

duty was performed in strict accordance with " regula-

tions." When the men were supposed to have become
perfect in this duty, he one morning visited the line of

pickets with a friend, in order to show him how well

they were instructed, and performed this duty. On ap-

proaching the sentinel, who was lying down on a sand-

hill, they were greeted with the following salutation,

addressed to the Major :
" Hallo, Bill, got any whisky T'

Being thrown off his guard, he replied : " No, really

now, I forgot that canteen."

1 was somewhat surprised to learn upon my arrival that

Capt. B. Coulter, of Company B, and Capt. D. Torrev,
of Company D, since the occupation of the post by the

regiment had been captured by the enemy. I was never

able to learn the particulars of their capture, further

than that it occurred on the Mth December, I860, while

they were returning to the regiment from Pass Cavallo,

whither they had been on business.

On the 9th of May I received permission to use one

of the small boats in an expedition to '' Inglcsidc," a

small town on the point at the eastern entrance to Corpus

Christi Bay, fifteen miles distant from the post at Mus-

tang, for the purpose of procuring lumber with which
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to build myself a house. I selected twenty men of

Company E, and we embarked and sailed at 2 o'clock,

P. M. of the game day. Owing to adverse winds and

our imperfect knowledge of the manner of handling a

sailing vessel, we were compelled to land alter nightfall

at a small island near the " Ship Channel " where we

bivouacked for the night. Large quantities of gull's

eggs were found on this island, which aii'orded us an ex-

cellent supper.

We resumed our voyage early on the following morn-

ing, arriving at Inglesido at 11 o'clock, A. M. We
found a few of the houses occupied by professedly loyal

families, but many others deserted ; those which were

unoccupied, we were informed belonged to men absent in

the rebel army, and, selecting one located near the land-

ing, we at once set to work taking it down and loading

the lumber on our boat. While thus engaged a citizen

came up and informed us that he had seen a horseman

ride up and enter a house about one mile distant, whom

he supposed was a confederate soldier who had been for

some time lurking in the neighborhood. In company

with four of the men I at once started with the inten-

tion of capturing him. We approached the house cau-

tiously, and on entering the front door discovered a

gentleman in the act of leaving hastily at the rear of the

house. On a peremptory order to halt, liu obeyed, and

returned to the room. He informed us that his name

was Andrew J. Parmele, commander of the blockade-

running schooner Lizzie Bacon then lying at St. Marys.
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After some further oonversatiou I learned with some

astouishoieut that he was formerly a citizen of Iowa, ami

at one time connected with railroad enterprizes at Clinton

and McGregor; had left Iowa and removed to New Or-

leans, where he had become part owner of a vessel en-

gaged in the slave trade, which was lying at New Orleans

at the opening of the rebellion. Alter the capture of

that place by Gen. Butler, he was permitted to retain

possession of his vessel, and operate in the cotton trade

on the Texan coast. On his tirst voyage to Galveston

the confederates detained his vessel, but permitted him

to continue his business under their jurisdiction. On

our arrival and occupation of the coast, his vessel was

lying at Lamar, on Copano Bay, near St. Marys, where

he had come just previously for a cargo of cotton, since

which time he had been unable to evade our battery at

Aransas Pass to get away. One or two expeditions by offi-

cers and men of our regiment intended for her capture

had failed from various causes, and he had finally removed

her to St. Marys for safety, where she then was. The

object of his present visit to Ingleside was to procure an

additional anchor, when he intended to make an attempt

to get her to sea by running our battery.

After returning to the town wo found the men had

completed their cargo of lumber, and as evening was ap-

proaching wo re-embarked and started on our return to

Mustang Island. We experienced much dilliculty from

contrary winds iu getting around the point which here

juts out into Corpus Christi Bay, being compelled, in
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order to do so to make long " tacks " far out into the

Bay. Late in the evening, while making one of these

tacka, we encountered a sudden wind storm which came

up from the north with such violence as nearly to capsize

our little boat. With the usHistaucc ul uur prisoner,

however, who was much alarmed lor the safety of the

boat, we succeeded in getting back to the main land

after losing most of our sails and rigging—the violence

of the storm forcing our boat through the breakers

almost to the beach.

The remembrance of this storm and our imminent

peril will perhaps never be forgotten by those who com-

posed the crew of our little vessel. On its first appear-

ance I was standing on the dock leaning carelessly

against the mainmast, admiring the velocity with which

our Httle craft was cleaving the waves under the wind

already strong from the south-east, the men sitting about

conversing with their usual gaiety, and shielding them-

selves from the volumes of spray thrown up from the bow

of the boat and which occasionally dashed entirely over our

deck. It was already quite dark, and as the wind still

increased we found some difficulty in keeping our boat

trimmed ; suddenly, as she careened more than usual, I

heard some one call from the hatchway, and turning

around saw Capt. Parmele standing bareheaded on the

stairway, his long hair streaming in the wind, while he

pointed away to the north. As he seemed anxious and

alarmed, I enquired of him what he thought of the

weather. He replied that *' ho had been almost bred
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on the sea, and had seen first-class vessels go down in

less severe storms than that now coming." Looking in

the direction indicated I now observed a dense gloom had

settled down in that direction, through which large yel-

lowish lights occasionally flashed, and could hear the

deep moaning of the storm as it swept on towards us.

All was activity in a moment ; down came the mainsail,

and with our jib the boat was brought about and stood

in for the coast. Another moment and we would have

been too late. We had scarcely changed our course

when the storm was upon us with all its fury—tearing

into ribbons our jibsail and almost plunging the boat

bow first beneath the waves. I shall always remember

the wild race which now commenced. We were going

directly before the wind—each man clinging to the vessel

to prevent being blown overboard—the vessel herself

groaning in every seam from the action of the waves and

violence of the wind—while sheets of spray in masses

deluged our boat. As we approached the breakers which

here lined the coast, the vessel was moving with such

speed as to render any attempt at anchoring outside use-

less, and we allowed her to run in upon them, intending

it she struck to save ourselves by swimming to shore.

iJut she passed safely through without accident, and we

anchored near the beach. After making her seouro

against the storm, we lost no time in wading to the shore

where we bivouacked for the night.

Capt. Parmele proposed during the night that if we

would get up an expedition to capture his vessel at St.



ai awohnp^ phrA'^r i58«i;'!;-j«»ii ooaa had b.ia ,i!Ofc 9d} no
ai ;>4(j;3looJ, ^;^ui'otoo vro« ,iaJj n^d.i &/««>*« 013^©^. ^;;){

Itfiif iiUf'^' ' -: ^

o\'ud blvcvt -

^*''^''*
- 'c;>' i"« f-w ,f.i«i 00I n99d

'S'^''''"^* V
2if .u'tjja j^BW ir;'AJs. -i^i m-h/!

^u/o'j (,^if.') 0*?/ .hoummmou W'::,; .! sd^/ -•of:-' LJif; 'jf^

{»(.<:.:•/ '.ffjO! ^amaiiOiJ^^j 'i'.'i;;>---['i.iiv- ^
; : '.,1 'nr; 'i,i^-^s;|.

Ibi^-v-d U^^.-w '.;f:'.™£)xjcouvyvo iif<ciJ gi.i--?d -Jcavo-Kj oJ

**'" '^0 ^Js-"''^ v,!.!Jv». -iM-y O'j; "ii) 90Ci/lC;V

~9*jf fbiiiii;;,' !iuin:)f['-(T.;; ,i;^ 'i^^^r; .t.;;j '>.j;; vs!,„.>'t
,

; .., )>,,.,;,,,.

^ai^yoJci ,u-:,;. .,0^0 ill oj;;. c) ,, .
|.^v,'y!Ji. vw :...„i ,.,...i



FIELD SEEVIOE. 265

Marys he would accompany and assist us ; mfovming

me at the same time that there was a spy lurking about -'

the neighborhood ol' lugleside, who would, on a3certain»

ing he had been captured, immediately report the fact to '^

the confederates at St. Marys and that the vesael would

be at once burned to prevent her capture. After some

reflection we assented to his proposition, but determined

to return to the town next morning by a march through *'

the ohapparal, and capture the individual who seemed to

cause so much uneasiness.

Accordingly at daybreak we were on the march, and -

soon approached the town. After carefully searching the "'

ohapparal in the vicinity we were rewarded by finding '^

the object of our search concealed in a dense thicket,

where he had constructed a shelter and laid in a supply

of provisions sufficient to last one individual six months. '

He left his " rancho " with reluctance—deprecating the

loss of his bacon and corn meal more seriously than his

liberty. He gave his name as " Jim Hatch," and told

us that he had enjoyed the pleasure of seeing the

" Yanks cleaned out " at Bull Run, and had subsequent-

ly been three times taken prisoner, taken the oath of

allegiance four times, and proposed to do so again now

if we would release him. Private D. Foley told him,

however, that wo were not then doing the " oath of

aUeyiance" business—that had *' played out," and hemp '

was now considered a safer investment. But a threat of

hanging made no impression on him, as he simply ridi-

euled the idea of •' Yankees " doing anything bo rash aj

34
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to hang a " southern gentleman/' The fellow's impu-

dence saved his life for we were induced from it to be-

lieve him insane—otherwise I should certainly have

undeceived his mind as to the forbearance of one

" Yank/' at least.

Wo returned to our boat and proceeded to camp, where

we arrived late in the evening. During our absence

Major Thompson had resigned and left for his home in

Marion, Iowa. Although not a strict disciplinarian,

Major Thompson by his gentlemanly kindness and gen-

erous treatment of the men had endeared himself to all,

and ho left behind him at his departure the regret of every

man in the regiment. In the absence of all our field

officers, Capt. M L. Thomson assumed command of the

regiment.

We commenced preparations for our expedition to St.

Marys the same night, and were ready to sail early on the

following morning. Capt. Doolittlb, with twenty-live

men of Company K, accompanied me on this expedition,

as there was great probability that the confederates

would dispute our landing and remove the vessel. We
embarked on two small vessels—twenty-fivo men on each

—and left Mustang Island at 2 o'clock P. M.

Capt. Parraele accompanied us, in the capacity of

pilot, but recommended that as we would have to jiush

Lamar, a small town on the coast, between Mustang

Island and St. Marys, that it would be advisable to an-

chor at " Live Oak Point," and await the approach of

uight, when by running in and landing at Lamar we
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could probably capture a rebel guuboat officer then at

that place ou a visit. We accordingly landed in a posi-

tion where our boats were secure from observation at the

town by the point of laud which here juts out between

Aransas and Copauo Bays, and as night sei in resumed

our voyage.

After passing' the point, which we did atter'dark, we

louud ourselves among the oyster reefs, which are very

numerous on this part of the coast, and so obstruct the

channel as to render an approach to the entrance of Co-

pauo Bay difficult to the most experienced pilots. We

ran upon one after another until near 1 o'clock next

morning, when our patience being exhausted we finally

disembarked, and by keeping on the course of the reefs

avoided the quicksands—reaching the beach in safety

after wading waist-deep in water nearly a mile. |

All was quiet in the towu, and I almost regretted the

necessity which wouhJ compel us in a few moments to

arouse tho uucouseious inhabitants to a scene of alarm

and panic. We decided that Capt. Doolittle, with the

main body of the men, should occupy and ' patrol the

streets ol the towu, while with a amall force, I could

gain the suburbs beyond, and endeavor to capture Capt.

11. Jordan, of the rebel gunboat Osceola, at his house.

Our phiii.-i worked well, aud I had the satisfaction of

finding tho captain ut home and in bed. He was very

much surprised, aud hesitated some time, before opening

his door, whether tu surrender or fight. However, on an

intimation that if the door was not immediately opened

0.;^
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we should uue force to gain udmittauoe, he decided to

submit to hia fate quietly, and at once opened the door

and surrendered.

In the roeautime, Capt. Doolittle not finding any

opposition, occupied his time in searching the houses for

arms, and succeeded in finding quite a number of shot-

guns, besides two Enfield rifles, which had been some

time previously captured Irom two men belonging to

Company G, of our regiment. Owing to our ignorance

of the channel, and the darkness, we decided to remain

here until daybreak, and then run to St. Marys, which,

with a fair wind, wo would be able to reach at sunrise.

By this time the whole town was in commotion, and the

excitement, especially among the women, was high.

Very few men showed themselves, and such as did were

of course, if we could believe their declaration, " sound

Union men," but we were beset by a few women, (no

doubt the wives or daughters of these same " sound

Union men") who abused us without mercy, as " nigger

stealing Yankees," '' thieves," " robbers," " Lincoln

hirelings," and assured us that our " sculps " would be

taken off ''quick'rn that "—(with a snap of the finger).

However, we lay down and soon fell asleep. On awaking

in the morning, we were much gratified to find our

" Bculpa " still safe ou our heads.

At daybreak we signalled Lt E. M Davi;^, who had

been left in charge of tho boats, to run in and land at the

wharf, and we were soon again on our way to St Marys

with a fair wind. The chief object of our expedition
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(the ychooDor) was now in plain view, with her tall

masts, now magnified by the sun just rising beyond her,

iuto three times their actual height, Capt. Doolittle's

boat unfortuuatcly again became fastened on a reef, but

as our success now depended on reaching the schooner

before our approach was discovered by those who had

been directed to burn her in case there was danger of

the Yankees capturing her, we determined to hurry for-

ward at once with my boat, and depend on Capt. D.'s ar-

riving in time to assist us iu case of much resistance

from the rebels.

Rifles were now carefully loaded—ammunition in-

spected, and the men kept as much concealed from view

aa possible. All eyes were fixed on the schooner, which

we were now rapidly approaching, and the beach and

landing closely watched for the appearance of rebel sol-

diers. Lt. E. E. Davis with four men were detailed as

a boarding party—the remaining twenty to accompany

me as skirmishers into the town, at the instant wo reach-

ed the landing.

The wharf here, as elsewhere on the coast, was at the

terminus of a wooden causeway built on piers formed of

timber set perpendicularly in the water, which was cov-

ered by planks, making a good roadway fourteen feet in

width, and extending about a quarter of a mile into tho

bay. There had formerly been a railroad track con-

structed on this causeway, leading from the warehouscH

on the beach to its terminus at the ship-landing, by

which freight, etc, was carried out, but the iron rails
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had been removed to be used iu building tortifioation'i at

Galveston. The huad-cars, however, still remaiucd, aud

were standing near the schooner.

As we approached the vessel, our gunboat prisoner

looked anxiously towards the beach, occasionally uttering

an impatient oath at the want ot vigilance on the part

of his associates at St. Marys, whom his temalo friends

at Lamar had assured us would rescue him and relieve us

of our " sculps " When within about one huddred and

fitty yards of the schooner our approach was discovered

by those on board, and a great commotion took place.

In a few momeuti longer we ran along side, our boarding

party climbed up the side aud took possession of the

schooner, and with the main body i disembarked on the

causeway aud started on " double-quick " towards the

town—casting an anxious look, however, towards Lamar,

to ascertain if Oapt. DoOLlTTLE'b party wero likely to

arrive iu time to assist us in ease we met resistance.

On passing the warehouses on the beach aud ascending

a slight elevation beyond, the streets ot the town were

gained, and horsemen, men in buggica and ibotmen were

seen flying iu every direction. Our men immediately

separated into small parties aud started in pursuit. A
wild scene ol confusion now ensued—ritle.s were crack-

ing, women running and screaming, and a few lriglitcri(;d

rebels soon scampering towards the chapparal, i.ur.-iucd

by our men with cries of " halt," aud riHe shots— the

rebels occasionally replying with their shot-guns

In the course of half an hour the entire town was iu
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our possessioD, whoD we posted pickets in the suburbs to

watch the rebels who had halted^after entering the chap-

paral, and were still keeping up some firing with their

shot-guns.

After returning to the schooner we gave Capt. Par-

mele permission to go into the town for the purpose of

procuring his private property from the house at which

he had boarded previous to his capture, but as a precau-

tion against his escaping sent one of the men with him

as guard. While in the house the landlady stepped to

the door for some purpose, when she was accosted by a

man who came riding up at furious speed, and asked if

there were any soldiers in town, (meaning confederates).

She, supposing he meant Federal soldiers, replied that

there was. " Glad of it," he responded, " for there is

a boatload of d d Yankees coming—and they are

nearly at the landing already." Charles Belkin,

the man acting as guard, and who had been watching

the proceedings from the window, now stepped out,

pointed his rifle at him, and ordered him to dismount,

which he did with haste. The Yankees referred to as

just coming were (Japt. Doolittle and party, who had

been detained on the reef, and had now arrived.

The man thus captured proved to be a notorious har-

acter named " Tom. Club," the same who had destroyed

the dredge-boats used for repairing the ship channel at

Corpus Christi Bay, on the appearance of our fleet at

Brazos de Santiago the previous winter, and had now

come to St. Marys for the purpose of burning the
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schooner—having learned thatCapt. Parmele, the owner,

had fallen into our hands He was well known all along

the coast, aa the most rabid secessionist, and best pilot

in Texas. His capture, therefore, gave us great pleas-

ure, as a pilot was necessary to enable us to get the

schooner past the reels on our return to camp. By ex-

citing his fears with threats of hanging, he consented to

do so.

With fifty men we felt secure in being able to hold the

town, unless the rebel Col. Ford should come down from

the Nueces River with his brigade of home-guards, and

occupied the afternoon in taking down a warehouse be-

longing to Major Colt, (the inventor of the revolver bear-

ing hia name,) and transferring the lumber to our boat.

During the night the rebels in the chapparal made un-

successful eflorts to drive in our pickets, and at one time

succeeded in gaining the streets, but were driven back

after a sharp skirmish during which some of the houses

were riddled by riflo-balls. On the following morning

the firing from the chapparal increased, and we could now

distinguish the sharp crack of rifles mingled with the

reports from shot-guns, and the whistling of Minnie balls

admonished us that the rebels were being reinforced.

The firing was sharply maintained during the day and up

to a late hour at night, when it suddenly ceased. Soon

after daybreak next morning numerous parties of rebels

on horseback made their appearance at different points in

the vicinity, and as their forces now seemed rapidly in-

creasing—alreudy outuuuiberipg our own—wo deemed it
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most prudent to evacuate the place. Accordingly after ;; ., .oiO'

filling our water-casks we embarked and sailed out of the

harbor at 11 o'clock A. M. Wc were fired into while ;- »<;^xr,

.

passing Lamar by a party concealed behind a sand-hill, c-

but the only person injured on board was one of our pris- .'-.a

oners, who received a slight wound in the face. (!,(.i . f

We arrived at camp on the ensuing evening, intending v,i-

to present our captured vessel to the Commodore with a si!

due regard to ceremony, but were forestalled by orders ,':"

that she should go into the quartermaster's hands, that »l

individual having usurped the functions of the Commo-. ; i;;j.;r

doro's office, much to the disgust of the latter, who keen- ; ,^

ly felt the indignity.

Refugees coming from various points on the coast and cv- ivt>;,

interior counties of the Slate, were constantly arriving at

the post—bringing their families and household goods in a ;>. v.l;:i

ox-oarts, and also driving large numbers of cattle and

horses. Both sexes were armed, and, judging from their

lithe sinewy forms, and numerous weapons peeping out

from beneath their uncouth garments, well prepared and

able to defend themselves in any ordinary " rough-and-

tumble " fight. They reported a strong Union sentiment

existing in the localities from which they had come, and

also on the route, but settlements being separated by long

intervals, rebel cavalry patrols were enabled to prevent

any public expression of the dislike existing among the

people to Confederate rule.

On the Island, south of our camp about one mile, was

35
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good pasturage and fresh water, and the site of the colo-

ny was here established.

We spent much of our leisure time in conversation

with these hardy backwoodsmen, who regaled us with ac-

counts of their numerous fights with Comanche Indians

and wild beasts. They were all enthusiastic admirers of

the great Texan hero and liberator, Sam. Houston, who

they informed us remained " true to the old flag " until

his death, which occurred sometime after the opening of

the rebellion. Most of the women, in point of physical

strength, were nearly equal with the men, but their

knowledge of domestic affairs was coufiued to baking

" hoe-cake," "jerking meat," and smokibg cob-pipes

—

which latter avocation they plied with a diligence and

zeal " worthy a better cause."

Some of us having tired of washing our own linen, made

arrangements with these Texan ladies to relieve us of the

burthen, but the shirts coming back in a worse condition

than when sent, wo abandoned the undertaking. Sjme

of them had never seen an andiron, and were somewhat

sarcastic in their comments on this article of domestic

usefulness when we had given them a description of it

—

declaring that " they couldn't see the use of so much fuss

and bother about washing things, and then scraping them

to pieces with a hot iron, just for looks !" On some of

the large stock farms in Texas, where cattle are raised by

thousands, the proprietor purchases his butter in kegs,

which is shipped from New ^^ork to Galveston—simply.
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1 Huppose, from the fact that his wife " can't see the use

of all the fuss and bother " of milking cows.

But this want of refinement on the part of the women

living on the southern frontier of Texas, may be account-

ed for in the fact that they are bred and educated amid

scenes of continual excitement and danger—where the

use of the rifle and bowie-knife, and development of mus-

cle, is considered infinitely more essential than the usages

of polite society, and where the savage yell of the Co-

manche and scream of the panther demand altogether

different nerves than those possessed by persona educated

under the sound of the guitar and piano.
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;CHAPTBR XVI.

Ordeued to Brownsville—Evacuation op the Island
—On the way—The Rio Grande River—Character
OF THE Inhabitants on its B.vnks— Arrival at
Brownsville—On duty there—Alarms and Skir-

mishing—Forts Armstijono and Brown—Fourth oi<'

July—Evacuation of Brownsville and voyage to

New Orleans.

On the 23d of Juae orders were unexpectedly receiv-

ed to evacuate the Island at once, and proceed to Browns-

ville. This order reached us at the time the greater

portion of the men in omx regiment had completed building

comfortable quarters, and with much difficulty had I'urn-

ished them with articles of comfort, and even luxury.

The little frame huts, many of them, contained mahoga-

ny and rosewood furniture of the richest description

—

procured, during scouting expeditions to various places on

the coast, by confiscation from houses abandoned by the

rebels.

Our preparations for leaving the Island were comple-

ted at an early hour on the morning of tbe 2-lth, and we

embarked on board the steamship Alahamuy leaving our

quarters in most part uninjured, for the acconnnodaiion

of such of the refugees as still remained.

We had a pleasant voyage to IJrazos de Santiago,

which place we reached early on the morning of the

2Gth where we disembarked, and after placing our camp
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and garrison equippage on wagona, started on the march

to Clarksville, where it was thought wo should re-eiubark

on Rio Grande river steamers for Brownsville. On ar-

riving at Clarksville, however, it was found there had

been no boat provided sufficiently large to accommodate

us, and we therefore made preparations to continue tho

march to Brownsville, taking the old river road. Those

of the men who were unable to march the distance,

(38 miles), as also the knapsacks and camp equippage of

the entire regiment, wore put on board the steamer

Matanioras, to go by river, and started oft' immediately.

We found a large number of French and English

vessels lying oflF the bar, and the French garrison at Bag-

dad withdrawn since our previous visit to the locality.

No movement had as yet been made towards the capture

of Matamoras since the failure of December. There

seemed to be a strong sympathy existing here between

the confederates and Mexicans, as large numbers of the

former wore in the town, while at Matamoras tho same

state of feeling was manifested between the American

speculators and Mexicans. Politics was here made sub-

servient to interest. While the Mexicans held Mata-

moras, which was the receiving point for cotton crossing

the Rio Grande from Texas between Brownsville and El

Passo, the people gave tl»e confederates their sympathies

in return for their cotton trade. When the cotton ar-

rived from Matamoras at Bagdad it likewise produced

the same harmonizmg efl'ect in that locality, where the

English traders were by some means enabled to hood-

^r^U^l
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wink the French authorities, and get posscHaion ol it,

thus evading complication with either the French or

American Governments.

While detained here, cooking our dinner, we had leis-

ure to observe the active cotton trade carried on between

the confederate government and English traders through

the medium of the Mexicans. Boats in great numbers

were busily engaged in carrying this coveted staple

across the bar to vessels lying outside waiting to receive

it. In doing this they run directly under the guns of our

own blockading tieet, and past the French squadron,

without hindrance from either, and discharged their

cargoes on board English vessels. While contemplating

this proceeding we could not refrain indulging in some

admiration of the shrewdness displayed by our English

friends in thus outwitting the agents of the two govern-

ments who had been placed there to guard against it.

The country lying between the mouth of the llio

Grande and Brownsville is all low—the highest elevation

above the level of the Gulf being perhaps not over

twenty-five feet—while the soil is composed in largo part

of land, with a light growth of large thorn-covered

bushes at intervals along the route, known as chapparal.

There are a few ranchos (or residences) along the banks

of the river, inhabited by the native Mexican Indians,

called " GreaserSf" which appellation seemed peculiarly

appropriate from the fact that as they usually went in an

almost nude state, their bright copper-colored skins had

very much the appearance of being yreasp.d. The ter-
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ritory lying between the two rivers, Rio Grande and

Nueces, was formerly the Mexican province of Tamau-

lipas—the Nueces being the southern boundary of Texas

previous to its becoming a State in our own Union.

Gen. Banks, ever alive to " progress," and endowed

with an unusual degree of entorprize, had ordered the

construction of a railroad through this almost barren

desert of sand from the sea-coast to Brownsville, and we

found it nearly completed on our arrival. The few

Greasers, however, who inhabited the country, seemed

oblivious of the vast7iess of the enterprize, or incalcula-

ble benefits likely to result to them by this " internal

improvement " aifair, and Gen. Herron, in order to pre-

vent them tearing up the track for boat timbers and

coyote-traps, was compelled to maintain a large cavalry

patrol for its protection.

After our dinner of '* hard tack " and so bacon

bad been prepared, and " disposed of in the usual way,"

we resumed our march towards Brownsville—leaving the

Rio Grande, as we supposed, in our rear ; but after pro-

ceeding a few miles, unexpectedly again found ourselves

on its banks ; again we left it, but after passing through

a thicket of chapparal were somewhat surprised to find

ourselves still on its banks. This circumstance puzzled

us, and produced a feeling of curiosity to know if it was

possible for one river to flow in a channel distracted by

such tortuous abrupt windings, or whether there were

not really a great number of rivers whirling about us in

interminable confusion. We soon arrived on an exten-
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sive sand prairie, where the view was unobstructed by

chapparal, and were enabled to trace its course, when

two facta became apparent, viz : that there was but one

river, and that one the very embodiment of crooked-

ness. In running a distance of live miles in a direct

line a vessel on the Rio Grande travels twenty. This

fact explained the apparently contradictory reports we

had received as to the distance from Brazos to Brownsville

—the natives on shore assuring us that it was only thir-

ty-eight miles, while the boatmen gave the distance as

eighty-five. The current in this river was very rapid,

the water a compromiso between mud and fluid, the

banks soft clay and perpendioular, while the scenery con-

sisted of long dry grass, wliich a few half-starved cattle

were vainly endeavoring to pull oflF for food.

Occasionally a picturesque mansion, built of mud and

reeds, peeped out from a clump of chapparal, among which

a close observer might detect the tawny hides of the

Greasers as they lay stretched out in the sunshine, tak-

ing their afternoon siesta, or quietly sitling on the ground,

surrounded by their youthful progeny, munching ior-

tillas. When wo addressed one of these natives, he

either paid no attention, or looking up lazily replied,

'* Senor meiw cntende Americano," and resumed his tor-

tilla or drowsy sleep, from which no second ultoinpt at

conversation could distract his attention.

After wandering about until uighti'all among the chap-

paral and windings of the river, Capt. Thomson, who

was in command of the regiment, became confused by
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the intricacies of the route, and concluding we had lost

our way, decided to bivouack for the night, which we ac-

cordingly did on the banks of the river—(because we

couldn't get away from it,) at a place called " White

Ranohe," having only marched, in a direct line, seven

miles from Point Isabel.

On the following morning we resumed our march at

daybreak, still following the course of the river, and pro-

ceeded steadily until 3 o'clock P. M., when we again

bivouacked—this time among timber, and at a wood-yard.

Ab we had now arrived in a locality where the Centipede

and Tarantula abounded, and the bark of the coyote

and boot of the owl filled the air, our slumbers were

somewhat unrefreshing from a fear of the one and an-

noyance of the other. We accordingly set out at 2 o'clock

next morning, reaching Brownsville at nine, after passing

over the old batte-fields of Falo Alto and Eessaca de La

Palma. ;>
"' '

,; 'f- ,

Marching through the town past Gen. Hereon's

headquarters, we encamped one mile beyond on the banks

of the Rio Grande, opposite Matamoras, Mexico, and a

short distance south of Fort Armstrong. We here

found ourselves in a new Brigade, composed of the 20th

and o8th Iowa, and Qlst Illinois, but still under com'>

mand of Col. MoE. Dye, whoso headquarters were estab-

lished in the fort. The other regiments composing our

Division—the 19th and 34th Iowa, 20th Wisconsin,

94th Illinois, and one battalion of the 1st Texas cavalry,

On page 278—preceding—In line 22 from top, read "eand" for "land"
» 36
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—were occupying grounds in the vicinity ot Fort Brown,

on the river and north of the city.

We found but few American residents in the city, the

greater portion having left it at the time Gen. Bee

evacuated the place on the first lauding of our forces at

Brazos. The inhabitants remaining were in most part

"Greasers," who occupied their time, and earned a

livelihood by rolling barrels of the muddy Rio Grande

water through the streets for sale—going in an almost

entirely nude state. The market was attended by a few

of the more euterprizing of the same class from the

Mexican side of the river, who sold " tortillas " and red

peppers during the early part of the day, and a very

poor quality of vegetables in the evening. Saloons

abounded here^ and the natives seemed to divide their

time equally between rolling water casks, munching " tor-

tillas," drinking whisky, and sleeping.

During our stay, we made frequent visits to Matamo-

ras, where we met many confederate officers and soldiers,

who seemed to congregate here for the purpose of gam-

bling. A number of our own soldiers also imitated

their example in this, and the monte-tablcs were nightly

surrounded by eager crowds of Federal, Confederate, and

Mexican soldiers, who staked, lost, won, drank, quaneled

and sometimes fought all night, parting in the morning

after losing all their ready money, to repeat the .same

scenes on the ensuing night.

Col. Ford, oommauder of the confederate forces in

this section since the flight of Gen. Bee to Galveston,
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f'requontly relieved the monotony of our camp life by

making sudden attacks on our picket-line. At such

times all the disposable forces at the post were promptly

turned out, and after "double-quicking" some two miles

to the chapparal, arrived in time to witness the activity

of our new cavalry recruits—the Greasers—in getting

back into town out of danger. These attacks by the

rebels, however, were not without an object, as we could

see on the day following, when long trains of cotton-

wagons came past on the opposite side of the river,

on their way to Matamoras—the cotton being taken across

the river from Texas, between El Passo and Brownsville,

while our attention was diverted by the attack on our pick-

ets. This ruse by the confederate colonel was perfectly

transparent, and there was not a man in the army who did

not fully understand itj yet our commanders persisted in

falling into the error of believing that Ford seriously de-

signed attacking, with a force of perhaps 800 undisci-

plined men, a fortified position defended by 6,000 thor-

oughly equipped veterans !

The construction of Fort Brown being nearly comple-

ted, it was dedicated by hoisting the American flag over

the works, on July 4th, accompanied by a national salute,

and u review of the army by Geu, Hkrron. The ob-

servance of the day was concluded by u ball at the

Market-house in the evening, which was attended by the

Mexican ladies from Matamoras, This terminated, how-

ever, as such afiairs usually do in that locality, in a

general dissatisfaction, and a slight melee—the latter oo-
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•I

oasioned perhaps by a too Iree indulgeuoe in lemonade,

and the former doubtless arising from the inability of i

either party to understand the language of the other. I

Gen. Canby, having assumed command ol military
J

affairs in the Department, perhaps failed to appreciate |

the importance of retaining so large a force where no

necessity for it existed, and on the 20th of July Gen. >

Herron received orders to evacuate the coast, and move

his command to New Orleans. Accordingly, after par-

tially destroying the works at Brownsville, and turning

the railroad enterprize over to the Greasers, we left

Brownsville on the 29th, and took up our line of march

for Brazos de Santiago, where we arrived at noon on the

31st, bivouacking on the beach.

On the 1st of August we embarked on the sailing ship

Panama, and started on our return voyage to New Or-

leans, the ship being towed by the steamer Citi/ of

Richmond. We arrived at South West Pass on the (

evening of the 4th where our ship ran on the bar, and
|

the hawser by which she was attached to the steamer
|

parted, killing and wounding a number of men belonging I

to the 38th Iowa, who were on board the steamer. She
j

continued her course, however, leaving us hard aground, If

where we remained until a tug boat arrived from New

Orleans and pulled us off on the following evening. Wc

arrived at Carrollton on the 6th, and with the remainder

of our Division encamped on the shell-road.

Soon after going into camp we were gratified by the ar-

rival of Lt. Col. Leake, who had been released from cap-
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tivity at Tyler, Texas, and reached New Orleans a tew

days previously. His appearance was hailed by the reg-

iment in a spontaneous outburst of welcome in deafening

cheers. Corporal Robert TrooI', of company E, who

was captured at the same time with Cul. L., also rejoined

the regiment on the same day. Capts. Coulter and

ToRREY, who had shared prison life with the Colonel,

had also been released, but did not join us until a few days

subsequently. All the released prisoners who had been

incarcerated at Tyler—among whom were our comrades

of the 19th Iowa and 2t)th Indiana—had arrived in the

city. The whole appearance of these men bore unmista-

kable evidence to the hardships they had suffered while

in the hands of the rebels—eliciting compassion even

among rebel sympathizers in New Orleans.
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CHAPTER XVII.

Re-emuark for MoiuLE Bay—Capture of Fort Ga inks
—Fort Powell ulown ui^ by the Enemy—Our Fleet
PASSING THE Forts—Oai'ture of the Rebel Ram
Tennessee—Sieue of Foet Moroan—Bombardment
—The Fort on Fire—Its Surrender.

On our arrival wo f'ouud the city denuded of troops,

as the forces were being scLt I'orward to Dauphin Island,

where active preparations were in progress under Com.

Farraqut and Gen. Grangeii tu get possession of the

forts guarding the entrance to Mobile Bay. We received

orders late on the same night of our arrival to be pre-

pared to embark on the following morning, at 7 o'clock,

and that hour accordingly found us again on the levee,

in a severe rain storm, where transports were awaiting

us. Owing to the rain much time was cousunied in get-

ting all the troops on board, but the embarkation was

oompleted and we left the landing at 12 o'clock, M.,

turning our course once more down stream. We crossed

the bar at South-West Pass on the morning of August

8th, and proceeded at once towards Mobile Bay, arriving

at Dauphin Island on the same day, and a few hours sub-

sequent to the surrender of Fort Gaines to Admiral

Farraqut, where we came to anchor.

On ihe morning of Aug. 7th, preceding our arrival,

Gen. Granger disembarked troops on the western ex-

tremity of Dauphin Island and moved up to assault Fort
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Gaines in the rear, while the fleet under Admiral Far-

RAGUT opened a furious bombardment from the sea aide.

The result of these operations was correctly given in a

Mobile paper two days subsequently, as follows :

" On Friday night Lieut. Col. Williams, commanding

Fort Powell, evacuated and blow up the fort. Yesterday

and to-day the enemy are shelling Fort Gaines. The

people of Mobile are all ready for the fray. Great confi-

dence prevails ; the people are satisfied with the conduct

of Lieuts. Buchanan, Maury and Burnett of the navy."

On Monday, Aug. 8th, the following account of opera-

tions up to that date was published :

" It is painfully humiliating to announce the shameful

surrender of Fort Gaines, at 9:30 o'clock this morning,

by Col. Chas. Anderson, of the 21st Alabama regiment.

This powerful work was provisioned for six months, and

with a garrison of 900 men. He communicated with

the enemy's fleet by a flag of truce, without the sanction of

Gen. Page, who inquired by signal what his purpose was,

but received no answer. His attention was attracted by

signal guns. Page repeatedly telegraphed, " hold on to

your fort." The same night he visited Fort Gaines, and

found Anderson on board the Yankee fleet, arranging the

terms of capitulation. He left peremptory orders for

Anderson on his return not to surrender the fort, and re-

lieved him of his commaad. Fort Morgan signalled

this morning, but no answer was received, except the

hoisting of the Yankee flag over the ramparts of Fort
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Gaines. Anderson's conduct is officially pronounced in-

explicable and shameful."

In order to convey a clear understanding of the obsta-

cles overcome in the preceding operations by our fle<it it

will perhaps be well here to glance hastily at the locality.

A vessel of any considerable size, in entering Mobile

Bay, must pass between Forts Morgan and Gaines, and

close under the guns of the former. Mobile Point on

the western extremity of which stands Fort Morgan, is a

long peninsula which juts out from the main land, ex-

tending due west a distance of seventeen miles. Fort

Morgan, known as Fort Boyer in the war of 1812, is a

pentagon tract, built upon regular angles, and protected

upon the sea-front by a strong battery of masonry and

turf. The ditch being protected by a low and close

grove of the bayonet palm, forming a natural and almost

impregnable abattis. Three miles north-west from Mo-

bile Point across the strait which forms the principal

ship entrance, is the eastern extremity of Dauphin

Island, on which stands Fort Gaines. This is a less im-

portant work than Fort Morgan, although if it had been

finished as originally designed by the National Govern-

ment would have mounted twice as many guns as the

latter.

The entrance to the Bay, between Forts Morgan and

Gaines, was defended also by a strong abattis formed of

" spiles " which extended across in such a manner as to

leave a narrow channel on either side, through which

vessels in entering were compelled to pass, thus bringing
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them immediately under the guns of the forts. These

channels were also guarded by innumerable torpedoes, so

placed, however, as to permit blockade running vessels,

guided by pilots possessing a thorough knowledge of their

locality, to pass in and out with perfect safety. An offi-

cer possessing less than iroti nerves would have been

dismayed by obstacles so formidable. The concentrated

fire of sixty guns of the heaviest calibre, in easy range,

and the network ol torpedoes might be successfully over^

come by wooden vessels, but when these obstacles were

passed, there remained another and still more dangerous

one in the iron monster—the double-turreted monitor

Tennessee, covered with seven-inch wrought iron casing,

armed with six 15-inch guns, and a huge iron ram capa-

ble of crushing in the sides of any ordinary wooden ves-

sel—which lay beyond the entrance, exulting in con-

scious power, awaiting in silence the moment the fleet

should pass the other barriers and enter the arena in

which she held sway, when she would join in the fray, and

carry death and destruction among her more frail antag-

onists.

Nothing daunted by the difficulties and dangers which

lay before him in overcoming these obstacles. Admiral Far-

RAQUT, ever foremost where dangers were thickest, after

forming his line of battle on the morning of the 7th,

mounted to the rigging of his own vessel, whore two

small howitzers were placed to rake the enemy'a water-

batteries as he passed, and gave the signal for the fleet

to advance. Gallantly and in silence they moved up to
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the work, amidst thunders of artillery from the forts

—

until the narrow pass under the enemy's guns were

reached, when our gallant fleet also opened—slowly at

first, but gradually increasing the rapidity of their tire,

until the intervals of time were all filled by one continu-

ous roar, as broadside after broadside was poured in upon

the fort. A few minutes of suspense followed, as the

fleet was obscured from view in clouds of smoke, through

which the bright flashes of the guny alone could be seen,

and the unflinching shouts of the gallant seamen heard,

when suddenly the curtain of smoke was drawn aside,

disclosing the heroic commander still in the rigging,

with his two guns pouring their rapid discharges of

grape-shot down into the enemy's water-batteries, while

ho swung his hat in the air, cheering on his already

damaged fleet. Another moment and the fort was pass-

ed, when the Tennessee joined the melee. Firing her

huge guns with great rapidity, she suddenly dashed her

ponderous prow against the side of the Ilari/ord, crush-

ing it in as if it were an egg-shell. Again she drew back,

gathering force to repeat the blow, when the flag-ship

closed with her. Shots glanced harmlessly from her

iron casing ; the Brooklyn after closing with her lay

close up—broadside again?4 her— while she rained heavy

two hundred pound solid shot point-blank on her rooflng

at a distance of only nine feet, without avail ; our huge

ships, with a full headway of steam, attempted again

aad again to run her down by Ibrciug, theuiselves ou iier

b»ck: she seemed invulnerable at all pDiutH, when by
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mere ohance a aalid Hhot tVom the Hrouklyn Htruok th«

only expoaed spot—(the opening through which her

rudder chain passed)—^jauaning the iron casing in on

I lie chain, and rendering her unmanageable—when nhe

surrendered. Halt an hour's work put her in complete

repair, and within three hours from lier capture she

was manned by a crew from our own lieet, lying in easy

range, and her guns working with great effect against

the fort. The daring bravery and unflinching determin-

ation displayed by Admiral Farraout, and his gallant

officers and men, in this action were never surpassed.

The admiration elicited by it from those who were mere

spectators was unbounded, and we could not avoid a feel-

ing of pride when vye reflected that the feat was acooui

plished by our own gallant navy—destined, ere long, if

not already, to be master oi the seas.

The success of the fleet in passing these forts, and

the surrender of one of them, gave us possession of the

Bay.

Our transports, after the surrender of Fort Gainos,

were enabled to pass the guns of Fort Morgan by run-

ning through the channel on the north-east side of the

strait, by which the troops ascended to Pilot Town, six

miles east of Fort Morgan, whore our regiment, the M^ltli

Illinois, and 'iOth Wisconsin landed on the i)tli. A

.skirmish Hue consisting of the left wing of our rpginient

was at once thrown out, and we advanced towards the fort

.some distance, when we were relieved by the 94th [lli-

nois and ordered to the rear on picket duty. During
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this time our monitors, assisted by the monitor Tennes-

see, were engaging the water-batteries, while the remain-

der of the fleet lay off some three miles in the Bay—oc-

casionally firing broadsides at the fort.

The remainder of the troops having disembarked we

moved down on the 11th within two miles of the fort,

where we encamped, and immediately constructed " bomb-

proofs " to protect us from the fire of the enemy's large

guns. A '* banquette" was then commenced witliin

six hundred yards of the fort, extending across the pe-

ninsula from the sea-side to the Bay. This was comple-

ted on the iJOth, and our batteries, consisting of sixteen

mortars, ten heavy siege guns, and eight field pieces,

being in position at short intervals in rear of the " ban-

quette," the bombardment was ready to begin. During

the construction of the " banquette " our camp was

several times furiously shelled by the large guns of the

fort, but most of the shots passed entirely over us, ex-

ploding some distance in our rear, and doing little damage

beside frightening away our colored servants. Some,

however, fell among our tents—one nearly demolishing

the bomb-proof occupied by Company B,

On the morning of the 22d, at sunrise, the monitors

were seen slowly approaching the fort, while the vessels

of the fleet were quietly taking their position in line of

battle. The night previous we had been unaljlo to slrcp,

owing to the incessant fire from the tort, and were conse-

queutly on the qui vieve, as we knew the bombardment

would soon commence, and thereby relieve us from the
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annoyance which we were suffering. Approaching with- i

j

in four hundred yards of tlie fort the Tennessee fired the .|

signal shot, which was at once followed from all the land

batteries and tieet. Moving up within easy range, the

monitors, flag-ship, Roanoke, Brooklyn, Seneca, and

other large vessels, poured in broadsides with a precision I'l

and effect we had never seen equalled. The bursting of v

shells inside and over the fort was constant, and during

the day the rebel garrison received an average of two . ..

shells per minute. As night closed in the fort was dis-

covered to be on fire, when the bombardment was re-

doubled. The heavens were illuminated at limes by the ;;.

flash of guns and bursting shells, which fell like hail- i ;,•.

stones in the works, while the earth trembled under the

explosions.

On the morning of the 24th, at daybreak a white flag

was seen displayed on the parapet, and the bombardment

ceased. Gen. Granqeh at once ran down with his boat

and received the surrender from Gen. Page, who was in

command of the works. Two o'clock P. M. being the hour

.specified at which our forces could take possession^ the

rebel garrison were accordingly transferred to transports

at that hour and sent off to New Orleans.

Four companies from our regiment, (li, !<), F and K,)

were detached to take command and moved down to the

fort the same evening.

The works were found badly damaged by our bat-

teries—portions of the fort being nearly demolished.

A few days subsequent to the surrender two English
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vcBHels, not beiug aware ol' events whioli had reucntly

transpired iu the vicinity, .supposing the rebels still held

the fort, came in with large cargoes, on their way to

Mobile, and were quietly taken possession of by our ves-

sels, much to the surprise and indignation of the owuors,

who of course indulged in some laughable threats of

vengeance by the '' English Lion." The growls of that

animal, however, had long since lost the power of terrify-

ing our "jolly tars," who prooeeded at once to estimate

the probable amount each would be entitled to as " prize

money."

During the bombardment of Fort Morgan, Capt M. L.

Thomson, of our regiment, with Company C, worked a

battery of four mortars, and were highly complimented by

Gen. (j RANGER for the efficient manner iu which thoy

performed their work.
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CHAPTER XVIIT

ReTUUN to NkW Olll.KANS—OuDKllEll TO ]\IOROAN/.IA -

Exr-KDl'I'ION 'I'D tiiM.MSl'OUT

—

SkI11M1SU1N<1 WITH (llH'JK-

KII.LAS, AND BUHN1N(» OK aiMMSl'OKT- HeTUKN To l\Ioit

uanzia, and kmbauk kou vvllitk ulvkk—ahu1\^^i. at

Duval's Buifk.

We remained encamped on Mobile Point until the 7th

ol Sept., when six companies of our regiment embarked

for New Orleans. The remaining four—B, E, G and K,

—followed on the steamship Josephine on the succeeding

day. On arriving at New Orleans we learned that the

other portion of the regiment had proceeded to Morgan-

zia, and that Wm. Preston and Thomas Winev, of

Oompany C, had been drowned on the passage.

We left New Orleans for Morgauzia on the evening of

the 9th. Rumors were current in the city that the rchol

General Dick Taylor had massed a heavy force of troops

at some point on the Mississippi below the mouth of

Red River, where he designed crossing to the eastern

bank. We therefore felt some apprehensions that our

progress would meet with a check from his butteries, sup-

posed to be planted at some point on our route. Arriv-

ing in the vicinity of Morganzia, however, withdut

encountering any obstacle—our apprehensions had nearly

subsided, when suddenly the booming of artillery, iul

lowed by the flippity-whiz of shell directly in advance,
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at once aroused us, and .sot the teeth of our ahip captain

chattering in mortal tear. A scene of confuaion at yncc

ensued on board. Officers, men, sailors—every one be-

came clamorous. Shouts of '' stop her," " go ahead,"

" back water," etc., soon completely dissipated what lit-

tle steadiness remained in our captain's nerves after the

first fire, and being perhaps at a loss for words, or unable

to be heard if he had attempted to speak, he adopted the

alternative of opening the atcam-whistle—which had the

effect of quieting the confuaion of voices on board, and

at the same time causing a general outburst of merriment

at his visible alarm. Some fears were entertained that

the firing indicated a battle in progress at that point, and

not being confident as to which side of the river our for-

ces were on, we approached the place cautiously. Our

apprehensions were relieved soon after by the appearance

of a squad of cavalry on the bank of the river—from

whom we learned the firing was by one of our own bat-

teries. Wo disembarked at once, and went into camp in

rear of the levee on the ground occupied by the portion

of our regiment which had preceded us.

We remained in camp here until October 1st, many of

our men suffering severely from the effects of scurvy

contracted while at Mobile Bay. On the morning of the

1st, our brigade—now consisting of the 2(ith and IIIM

Iowa, 35th Wisconsin, one section of the 2d New ^ ork

Light Artillery, and one battalion Ist Texas cavalry

—

under command of Col. Wm. MoE. Dye, started on an

expedition to iSimmsport— distant thirty-five mile*.
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Arriving at a point on the Atchafalaya four miles

above Siminsport on the afteruoon of the iollowing day,

we encountered some opposition from a force of rebels

who had talcen up a position on the opposite side of the

river and opened a heavy musketry fire on our ad-

vance. A halt was immediately made, and a line of

sharpshooters formed behind the levee, who returned the

enemy's fire with great spirit. Both parties, however,

being protected by embankments on either side of the

stream, no advantage was gained by our skirmishers, and

it soon became necessary to place one piece of our artil-

lery in position. A few shots from this overawed the

rebels, who withdrew.

We remained here until one o'clock next morning,

when a detachment of one hundred men, under command

of Capt. M. L. Thomson, were embarked on small boats

which had been brought with us—the enemy in the

meantime opening a heavy fire on the detachment as they

entered the boats. While the men were embarking, the

regiments formed in rear of the levee, with the artillery

and cavalry in advance, and prepared to move on Simms-

port—keeping parallel with the boats as they descended

the stream. The order to start was given, and we silent-

ly moved off, marching rapidly until we arrived at a

point opposite Simmsport, which we reached at day-

break. The detachment under Capt. Thomson disem-

barked on the opposite side of the stream without oppo-

sition, where a picket line was established.

The object of the expedition being to communicate
38
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^fith the rebels at Shreveport, in reference to an exchange

of prisoners, Col. Dye forwarded dispatches under a flag

of truce to the rebel works at Yellow Bayou on the

raorniog of the 4th, and we prepared to await in camp

the reply, which came back on the evening of the 7th.

During the interval our attention was occupied by skir-

mishing with the enemy, who had collected in considera-

ble force, and maintained sharp firing on our pickets in

vicinity of Simmsport, where a man belonging to Com-

pany H of the 23d Iowa was killed on the morning of

the 7th. In consequence of this a squad of our men

were sent across the river, and the town burned on the

same day, as a retaliatory measure.

On the afternoon of the 7th, Capt. Gray, in command

of a detachment, scoured tlie country in vicinity of the

town, and succeeded in capturing a small lot of sugar

and cotton, which was brought to camp.

We left oamp at Simmsport, on the morning of the

9th, and after a rapid march arrived in camp at Morgau-

zia on the following morning. Our stay here, however,

was brief, as orders were received on the same evening to

prepare again for moving.

Active measures were sometime previously taken by

our surgeon, Ur. H. HoWKY, to procure vegetables,

which had resulted in securing a small quantity of onions,

and their salutary effects were already developed in re-

storing the health of many who had been sufl'criug under

the effects of scurvy.

Capt. M. L. 'J'homson and others, however, were cor-
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responding with the friends of the regiment at honie,

where the condition of our men soon became known, und

additional supplies were at once forwarded to us. On

our arrival subsequently at Brownsville, Arkansas, these

supplies were received in large quantities by the hands

of George W. Smith, Esq., of Davenport, and served

to eradicate the disease entirely.

Lt. Col. J. B. JjEAKE resumed command of the regi-

ment on the 10th, on our return from Simmsport.

Our brigade embarked on board the transport Ne-

braska and left Morganzia on the morning of the 12th.

After a temporary delay at Jackson's Point—to which

place Col. Dye had preceded us a few days previously,

on an expedition against a small rebel force reported to

be crossing cattle and supplies for Hood's army—we pro-

ceeded to the mouth of White lliver, where we disem-

barked and went into camp ou the evening of the 16th.

During the same night, however, we were aroused by

orders to re embark, and left camp for Duval's Bluffs at

daybreak on the morning of the 17th, where we arrived

on the following morning and went into camp near the

town.

Owing to incessant rains our stay at this place was ren-

dered extremely unpleasant, although we were much

gratified in again meeting our comrades of the l^7th

Illinois, who had been absent from the brigade since

their re-enlistment as veterans the previous February.

Owing to ill-health, I resigned my commission and

took leave of the regiment at this point. My regret at
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parting from comrades whose f'riendahip and sympathy

I had shared—and which had been cemented by soenea

of mutual hardship and danger— was mitigated by the

unmistakable evidences of a speedy overthrow of the re-

bellion forshadowed in the brilliant campaign of General

Sherman, and the prospect of soon again meeting them

at home.
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CHAPTER X T X .

Voyage to Pensacoi.a, Pi-ohida—OrEUATiONS against

Mobile—"Poou White Tjiasii"—Assault and cav-

TUllE of FOKT BlAKKLY—OCCUI'ATION OF MOBlLE IJY

OUR FORCES

—

On duty AS PllOVOST GUAUD—PUOMO-

TIONS AND CHANGES—MUSTEHED OUT—RkTUHN HOME

—

Conclusion.

The reader who has I'ollowed me thus far in my ett'orts

to portray some of the soeues incident to the services of

a regiment passing continually through successive cam

paigns, will douhtless pardon uie if 1 now accompany my

comrades, and endeavor imperfectly to sketch their gal-

lant participation in the closing scenes of the struggle.

Their record, iu common with that of their as-sociates in

arms, is now become a record of glory—marred by no

blot of shame, and belongs therelbrc to the public and to

posterity. My only regret is that some more able writer

than myself had not assumed the task.

I need not follow them in detail on the various

marches, campings, embarkations, et<i., which character-

ized their movements from Duval's Bluffs to Mobile Bay,

and final landing on the coast ol' Florida, beoiiust! they

were all similar in character to those heretofore described.

I am under obligations to Lieut. J. VVilkins IMoore,

of Company G, the pojiular correspondent of the Daven-

port (Tazcttry for imformation which enables me to give
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the subye(}ucnt services of the regiment up to the time

of its muster out of the service and arrival at home.

The forces in the field, operating afrainat Mobile were

under command of Major-Gonoral Steele. The liUth

Iowa were placed in the 3d Brigade of the 2d Divisiun

13th Army Corps, under command of Col. Moore, 83d

Ohio; the Divi.siou eommauder was Brig. Gen. C. C.

Andrews.

The 20th of March, 1805, found them moving north

from Pensacola, Florida, on a road running parallel with

the line of the Mobile and Great Northern Railroad

—

through rain and mud—building bridges, wading creeks,

and throwing corduroy roads across swamps and bayous

—until the 25th of March, when indications of resist-

ance by the enemy was first detected.

On the 25th they moved at daybreak, and about 10

o'clock, A. M, skirmishing was heard in advance (which

continued throughout the day,) between a portion of the

cavalry of Gou, Steele's forces and a force of rebels

under command ol Brig. Gen. Clanton. The rebels

were defeated with a loss of several killed and wounded,

and a large number of prisoners, among whom were Gen.

Clanton himself, and sixteen other officers. Our regi-

ment resumed its march on the 2()tli and encamped in

vicinity of Pollard, a station on the Mubile and Gioiit

Northern Railroad. The 2d brigade, however, moved

iuto that place, where ihey captured a telegraph opera-

tor, and destroyed some three miles of railroad track
;

they also burned the rebel commissary buildings in the
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town, after which the greater portion of the troops re-

turned to camp. A cavalry force consisting of detach-

menta from the 1st Florida, 2d Maine, 2d New York and

2d Illinois, returned the same evening from an expedi-

tion in the direction of Montgomery, having penetrated

as far as Evergreen Station, where they captured two

trains of cars loaded with supplies destined for the gar-

rison at Mobile, together with 150 rebel soldiers. '>

On the 27th the 3d brigade moved to *' Canoe Sta-

tion " where eleven prisoners were captured. The troops

were here placed upon half rations. On the 28th the

20th Iowa were detailed on fatigue duty and returned

some three miles on the route of maroh of the previous

day, where they were put to work building corduroy

roads to enable the artillery and wagon trains to reach

camp. They wore relieved, however, at noon, and re-

turned to Canoe Station, after having the following cona-

plimentary order read to them :

Headquarters 2d Div. 13tii Army Corps,

In the Field, March 28, 1865.

[General Orders No. 8.]

The General commanding appreciates the ready

and geueroua efforts of the troops in promoting this diffi-

cult march, These labors assure future success, and

every patriot will feel grateful to the soldiers who have

endured them. The General particularly thanks Tiiout

Col. J. B. Leake, commauding the 20th Iowa Volun-

teers, for the rapid and valuable services of his roginiLiil

this morning, showing by the amount done how much
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can be accomplished by oflScers giving their personal in-

terest and attention to their duty.

By order of Brigadier-General 0. C. Andrews.

George Monroe, A. A. G.

On the SOth the brigade marched six miles—working

all day on corduroy roads to enable the artillery and

wagon trains to move. On the succeeding day, however,

they came upon high ground, where less inconvenience

was experienced from mud, and marched eighteen miles

—encamping at Stockton, a short distance from the Ten-

sas River. The march was resumed on the 1st of April,

at a Iste hour, and continued until 10 o'clock at night,

when they bivouacked on the ground where a heavy skir-

miah had just previously taken place between our cav-

alry and a strong rebel force—resulting in the defeat of

the enemy and capture of 77 prisoners by our cavalry.

On Sunday, the '2d, they broke camp and moved at

bait-past 4 o'clock in the morning. At daybreak heavy

tiring was again heard in front. They pushed forward in

the direction of the firing until 9 o'clock, when they

came upon the field of action and the brigade was imme-

diately formed in line of battle. The cavalry were hotly

engaged, and ambulances were busy going and returning

from the front, loaded with wounded men. Everything

now indicated a general engagement 'fhe men wore

ordered to lie down, and all loud talking prohibited.

After remaining here inactive about an hour, they again

formed in line and moved forward by column of compa-

nies four hundred yards, when they halted, and compa-
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nies B, D, E, G and K, were thrown out as skirmishers,

and moved towards the front—the remainder of the reg-

iment being held in reserve.

The enemy opened heavily on the skirmish line with
Jj

artillery—shells plowing through the timber and explo-
|

ding among the tree-tops in all directions, but doing
;}

little damage among the troops; the Hue steadily ad- I

vanced, however, driving the enemy's advance and ;i,' , i ir
f,

pickets before them. After moving forward about two

miles, they suddenly came in view of the rebel fortifica-

tions', when a halt was ordered.

The- investment of the fortifications around Mobile on

the eastern shore of the Bay was now complete. Port

Blakeley which stood now only 900 yards in advance of

our line of skirmishers, was the only formidable work

which interposed between our forces on that side and the

city of Mobile. Whether this was to be at once assault-

ed or taken by a regular siege, however, was yet unknown.

The country through which they had marched since

leaving Pensacola, was very sparsely settled, and the in-

habitants rude and uneducated—many of them possess-

ing little knowledge of the world beyond the limits of

thoir own immediate locality. They had, previously to

the arrival of our troops, formed opinions from reports

put in circulation among them by the more wcMlthy

planters, as to the barbarous, blood-thirsty, and uncivi-

lized character of " Yankees," which caused them to

leave their rude habitations and flee from the approach

of the Federal troops as they might have done from wild

39
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beasts. These apprehensions being relieved, however,

as to their personal safety, was followed by the usual

manifestations of dislike to Northern men, characteristic

of the large proportion of this rude uneducated class of

people in the poorer region of country in the South.

This '' poor white trash " forms a large element in the

population of the rural districts of Alabama, as ai.M) in

Louisiana and Texas. They receive much less consider-

ation from the wealthy class of citizens than the negroes

—being regarded even by the latter as an inferior race.

Many well authenticated instances are known of these

men voluntarily selling themselves and children to the

planters, as slaves, and afterwards intermarrying among

the negroes until their descendants, by good conduct,

after assuming proper shades of color, finally arrive at

the dignity of being classed among the " colored popu-

lation," into whose society they were then received, with

proper restrictions. This circumstance will explain to

some extent the frequent appearance among the actual

negroes of the South many individuals who.se skins and

features are destitute of any semblance to the African.

riomo instances are known, also, of the children of

these men being forcibly seized by slaveholders, and held

in bondage,—any attempt on the part of the parents for

their recovery being overawed by the absolnti> pnwpr (!X-

eicised by their kidnappers. Facts arc abundant to

prove that in some localities in Alubiima the greater por-

tion of the slave population is made up exclusively ul

detjoendantfl of these miserable and degraded whitoe
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The appellation given them by the negroeu—" Poor white

trash !"—is therefore peculiarly appropriate.

The 20th Iowa was relieved ffom picket duty on the

same eveuiugby the 34th Iowa, who had two men wound-

ed while moving up to their position in front

On the 23d the troops commenced throwing up en-

trenchmeuta which were completed within nine hundred

yards of the rebel works. The camp of the 20th Iowa

being within easy range of the enemy's guns, was fre-

quently shelled, but aside from the annoyance attending,

the necessity for constant watchfulness on these occa-

sions, they suffered but little from the effects of the fire.

On the evening of April 4th the 2d brigade sent for-

ward a large detail to advance their line of pits, which

was accomplished under a heavy fire from the enemy's

batteries and with a loss of only one man—a member of

the 114th Ohio—who was wounded slightly in the arm.

On the morning of the 8th, the troops of the 2d brig-

ade were roused at an early hour in consequence of a

furious fire opening* from the enemy's batteries. Ad

attack by the rebels being apprehended, the brigade

formed in lyie of battle and advanced to the front.

While moving up private Qeouqe Bolton of Company

K, 20th Iowa, was severely wounded by a musket ball.

After gaining an advanced position, liowevcr, the firing

partially ceased, and no indications being seen of the

enemy's intention to leave their wurks, the brigade re-

turned to camp.

On the evening of the same day Spanish Fort, at the
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mouth of the Teusiis River, which Gen. GuANaER had

been investing, was taken hy assault, and with it 500

prisoners aud IS pieces of heavy artillery.

Indications along our line in front of Fort Blakeley now

plainly indicated tliat an attempt would speedily be made

to capture the works by assault, unless the success of

Gen. Grangeh at Spanish Fort had the effect of com-

pelling its surrender. The morale of our troops was

never better than at this time, aud the men all looked

forward to the movement with an eagerness which gave

assurance of complete success in case an assault was

made. On the afternoon of the 9th preparations were

observed going forward on the right and left of the line,

for a general advance, but no movement took place until

near sunset, when the reserve troops fell into line and

formed in rear of a heavy force of skirmishers which

were organized under command of l^ieut. Col. Wm. II.

Baldwin, 83d Ohio. After a short delay in completing

preparations, the signal was given, and the skirmishers

bounded forward with a cheer. The^ enemy opened on

them immediately from all their batteries. But they

pressed steadily forwan], amid the storm of ghots, with-

out wavering or hesitation, sending up cheer upon cheer

as they advanced. The nine hundred yards space inter-

vening between their own aud tlio robol lines was .soon

passed, when the reserves were startled by a shout

—

" they have i tacked the works!" Looking over the top

of the pits, the skirmishers were seen on the enemy's

works, engaged in an almost hand to hand contest, aud
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without awaiting the command the reserve lino «prang

Irom the pits and pressed forward. No hesitation or

wavering was visible as they threaded their way amid

torpedoes, wire fence, abattis, and a perfect storm of

shells, until the fort was reached, when they dashed up

the glacis and planted their colors on the works.

The troops participating in the charge were composed

of the 2d division 13th Army Corps, 2d division 16th

Army Corps, and one division IJ. S. colored infantry.

The colored troops behaved with marked gallantry in the

assault; although repulsed in their first assault they ral-

lied under a heavy fire and charged the second time, aod

with complete success. The 20th Iowa, owing to the

visible trepidation which marked the enemy's fire, met

with no casualties—the shots for tt« most part passing

entirely over the regiment. One shell, however, passed

through the flag, which was carried in the charge aa

usual by Sergeant Andrew I. Grace, of company C,

who had carried the colors of the regiment on every

campaign, battle, skirmish; and siege in which it had par-

ticipated since leaving Iowa.

The second division lost in the charge but 250 killed

and wounded.

With the fort 8,500 prisoners were captured, including

Brigadier-General Cockrell, and a large number of otlior

officers. The rebel gunboat NaahvilU was lying in the

river opposite the fort when it was oaptured, but without

firing a shot she hoisted a white flag and made her escape

under it.
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With the oapture of this fort our troops secured ooni"'

plate posaessiou of all the euemy's defeuoe.s on the eaat-

eru shore of Mobile Bay, which compelled Gen. 3Iaury

to evacuate the city, and on the 12th it was entered and

taken possession of by Gen. Steele.

On the evening of the 9th following the assault and

capture of the fort, Gen. Ganby Bent the following brief

despatch to Gen. Steele :

Headquarters Mil. Div. West Miss.,
" "

*
^ [n the Field, April 9th, 1805.

General Steele :

General Canry says, thanks and God

bless you and your brave men, and the good cause lor

which we fight. .

[Signed,] C. T. Christensen,

Lt Col., A. A. G.

On the 14th the 20th Iowa having received orders to

enter upon duty as Provost Guards, embarked on trans^

ports and crossed over to the dity, where they went into

camp. While here the following promotions occurred :

Sergt. John N. Coldron was promoted to the rank of

Ist Lieutenant.

Lieut. Charles E. Squires, of company D, was pro-

moted to the rank of Captain; and 1st Sergeant Geurok

W. Thompson, was also promoted to be 1st Lieutenant

of the same company.

First Lieutenant Edward E. Davis of company E,

waa promoted to be Captain j and 1st Sergeant Mendon
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F. Welles, of the same oompaoy commissioned as Ist

Lieutenant.

Many changes had also occurred among the non-com-

missioned officers, but owing to tlie difficulty of procur-

ing correct information on this subject, I have been under

the necessity of omitting their names. I regret this,

from the fact that our regiment was particularly fortun-*

ate in having an unusually efficient corps of non com-

missioned officers.

On entering upon their duties in the city as Provost

Guards the excitement consequent upon the change of

rulers" had measurably subsided, and was accepted by the

citizens iu a spirit of seeming good will and friendliness

This resulted iu securing them against scenes of pillage

usually attending the entrance of an army into a cap-

tured city, and placed our men at once upon terms of

friendly relations with the inhabitants.

" The city itself, for beauty of architecture in its

buildings, and superior location, will bear favorable com-

parison with any other of like dimensions—offering as it

does attractions alike to the man of business and the

pleasure-seeker. Its connection with all parts of the

country by railroad, steamboat, and sea vessels, is sur-

passed by no other in the land."

" Many years since a Spanish officer complained that the

inhabitants of Mobile were "a gay, frolickin";, devil-

may-care set of people." For hiuisoH' he said he " de-

sired u church to be sent out from Spain, and erected iu

Mobile, but be believed the inhabitants would be de-
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lighted not to have one." In the last hundred and odd

years, however, whioh have elapsed since these words

were spoken, the city has materially improved in this

respect. There are now about twenty places of public

worship in the city, and among them many church edid-

oes which would be creditable to any city in the Union,

whilst all are neat, well built, well preserved, and well

attended by—ladies. Charitable institutions are numer.

ous— among them are the " Protestant and Catholic

Orphan Asylums," in which the orphan children of the

city are taken, nursed, clothed, and trained for useful

callings. The "Female Benevolent Society '"own a

row of twelve brick houses, called the " Widows' Row,"

designed to rescue the "lone ones from the pangs of

poverty and desolation." The " Samaritan Society
"

and "Can't-Get-Away-Club," are specially devoted to the

sick and suffering. The city owns a Hospital—a large

and commodious edifice—which is attended by highly

competent and skillful physicians. The Governmenr,

also, has a " Marine Hospital," located in the city limits.

Besides those named above there are numerous others,

whose objects are all charitable.

" Within the city is a school edifice, which in cost of

construction, extent and adaptation, will compare favora-

bly with any edifice of the kind in (he Union. It in

two hundred feet long, three stiirios high, and ei;ihty

feet wide. The building is situated on aovernmcut

Street, within the enclosure of an entire block, surround-

ed by a heavy and substantial iron railing, and shaded
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by a grove of live oaks. The architectural diaplay in

its facade and lofty dome makes it one of the chief onia-

meuts of the city.

" We could, if space permitted, dwell on the Marine

and Fire lusurauce Offices, (Jhamber ot Commerce, iho

Iron Foundries, tiie Cothm- Factories, the Dry Dock, Saw

Mills and Ship Yard. We could with delight linger

along its beautiful avenues, shaded by live oaks, and

lighted with gas, or again, with a fast horse, flit away

on the shell road and visit the lovely suburban villas on

the route to Spring Hill, or on the plank road, along the

margin of the Bay, and brace ourselves against that

" wind from the sweet South stealing and giving odor,"

but we are admonished that we have occupied space

enough, and so bid farewell to the beauties of Mobile.

" Almoat simultaneous with our arrival we entered

upon our duties as Provost Guards in the city, and for a

time did our duty in such a manner as to win from the

citizens many testimonials of their appreciation of our

good conduct. We therefore hoped we should be allowed

to remain among them until the expiration of our term

of service, but the fates apparently willed it otherwise.

We received orders on the 22d of May to report at our

Brigade Headquarters without delay, and consequently

marched out of the city on the 23d, thus escaping from

the efifects of the terrible explosion which occurred i \vn

days afterwards. So terrible was this eiplusiou, tiial

eight entire blocks of buildings were blown down, and

every house in the city more or less injured. We visited
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the locality shortly after the explosion, and witnessed a

scene of devastation and ruin it would be difficult to de-

scribe. Two-thirds of the buildings blown down were

on fire, while every two or three minutes shells were ex-

ploding, sending their fragments in all directions. Ad-

ded to the flames of the demolished buildings, many

steamers lying at the levee, and from 8,000 to 10,000

bales of cotton were also burning, which rendered the

scene still more grand and awlul. Thousands of men

worked hour after hour among (he debris and brought

forth one after another of the writhing and dead victims.

Some had legs blown off; some an arm j sume with heads

crushed, and some in such a condition as to present any-

thing but <he semblance of a human being. The scene

was agonizing beyond expression.

" A few days subsequent to the explosion of the Maga-

zine our regiment was again marched into the city where

we remained until we were mustered out of service.

This important event in our history did not occur how-

ever, until we had been three times ordered to prepare

for a journey and another campaiu in Texas, and had the

orders as often countenninded. But notwithstanding

the hindrances thrown in our path we wore finally

mustered out on the 8tii ol July. On the 10th of tlie

same month we marched down to the river and embaiktd

on board the Alice Vivian, and about sundown were

fairly started on our journey homeward.

'• Many felt regret at leaving Mobile in consequence of

having there formed pleasant associations with its citi
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zens, and although we were starting i'or our loved homes

iu " (iod'.s country," yet we bade farewell to Mobile aud

its friendly citizens with reluctauoe. Once out of sight

and far away upon the Bay, however, the thought that

were at last i/oiiig home chased away all thoughts that

were tinged with regret.

" Our journey north was without any incident worthy

of note, save one which commenced iu Cairo, 111., and

ended in Clinton, Iowa It is a well known fact that when

soldiers are so situated that they can procure other thau

Government rations they will do no, even though they

incur personal risk thereby. The liOth Iowa was no ex-

ception to this general rule. On our arrival at Cairo a

large number of our men desired to go ashore for the

purpose of getting eatables. Permission cuuld not be

(tbtained at headijuartcrs by the company commanders,

lor any of the men to go ashore for any purpose what-

ever. The consctjuence was that many company com-

manders, knowing the situation of their men in regard to

rations, themselves took the responsibility of granting

tiiem permission to go into the city—provided the guards

allowed them to pass ofl' the boat. The men passed the

guards without hindrance. Once ashore they started

out through the city in search of such provisions as they

deemed necessary for their use on the journey home, ox-

pqcting to return, however, iu time to get on board the

boat before she was prepared to start. This they failed

to do, and on their return to the wharl lound the boat

gone. They immediately repaired to. the Soldiers' Home
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and obtained au order for trauaportatioD to Clinton, Iowa,

and left Cairo by the first train. They reached Clinton

a lew hours in advance of the regiment. Col. Dvk

deeming his authority disregarded in this matter and hi.s

orders disobeyed, on his arrival at Clinton placed thiui

under arrest. His aathuritij not having yet ceased as

commander of the regiment, he was no dou\)t justified in

the exercise of the power to inflict this punishment, yet

the policy ot doing so at that time is certainly questiona-

ble. The intimate and friendly relations he had borne

to the regiment during three years hard .service in the

field, by whom his orders had always heretofore been

strictly obeyed, was seriously disturbed by this unlocked

tor asperity. Yet the fates seemed to have decreed that

oD the same spot where we first encountered annoyanco

from "Red Tape" on our entrance into the army, we

should bid farewell to the service under another exhibi-

tion of ii.

" After leaving Cairo we proceeded by boat to St.

Louis, at which point we were transferred to cars, and

without delay sped along through the fertile fields of Ill-

inois towards our rendezvous at Clinton, Iowa, greeted by

a hearty welcome from the citizens along the route.

" On our arrival at Clinton we were met by a delega-

tion of the citizens who, although the rain was pouring

down in torrent.^, led us to a table spread with a wliole-

some repast. This considerate kindness, in consequence

of our fatigue and scanty fare ou the journey from St.

Louis, will long be held in grateful remembrance by the
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recipients of the bounty. After partaking of supper we

went into camp a short distance from the city, where we

remained until July 26th, when the buHinesa of paying off

and discharging the Couipanies was niiiiuenced. This

was completed on the 27th, when the disorganization of

the 20th Iowa was perfected, and we immediately dispers-

ed for our homes."

Having copied the remarks by the Davenport Gazette

on the occasion of the regiment's departure to the field,

I append the following notice of its returu by the same

.Journal

:

"Arrival ov the Twentieth.—The levee was alivo

with anxious relatives and friends, who thronged the

.shore the moment the boat landed, and grasped the re-

turning soldiers as fast as they emerged I'rom the gang-

way plank. Tears of joy were shed, not only by many

of the mothers, and wives, and daughters, and sweet-

hearts, but also by a number of the bronzed veterans.

About 75 of the boys landed here, u number having left

the boat at Priucetoo and Le Claire, and some having

come overland by private conveyance The intention

was to receive them with an addrc-ss of welcome, but it

was found impossible to keep them together long enough

for the purpose. They were suatclied away, dragged

along, carried off in all directions, and inarched up town

as soon as they touched terra Jirma . Rev W. WliVD.soK

had been selected to receive them, but seeing the condi-

tion of things, concluded that the boys were receiving a

reception indeed, and no words of his could add to the
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pleasure of the occasion. The)' had all they could attend

to iu receiving the congratulations of their frienils.

" Col. Leake had with him the flag presented to the

regiment by the ladies of this city over two years ago.

It looked quite difiereut now from what it did then. Its

tattered folds were mute but unmistakable witnesses of

many a hotly contested engagement. It had been pierced

by numerous bullets and shells, but always waved in tri-

umph wherever carried by the regiment.

''The crowd was about to disperse when Col. Leake

was seen approaching. Three cheers were immediately

given for him and Judge Dillon was prevailed upon to

make a few remarks. He willingly acquiesced, saying

that although it was not iu the programme ho could not

refuse to speak when beholding the glorious banner, now

torn to shreds, which had been borne aloft by the gallant

Twentieth in so many fierce contests. He awarded just

praise to the members of the regiment for their bravery,

and complimented (Jol. Leake for the heroic deeds he

and his command had perforuiod.

"Col. Leake replied in a telling speech. He was

glad again to meet with his fellow-citizens. He knew

they rejoiced at the return of the regiment, but he assur-

ed them they could not fool more happy than he and his

boys did at again arriving among (he lovc<l ones at home

His speech wa« lively, humorous and very appiopriad h)

the occasion

"At the coDcluiion of his remaiks more cheers were

given, and the baud played a patriotic air while the
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crowd dispersed. The reception was indeed the most en-

thusiastic yet given to any of the rotuniiug soldiers, and

will long be remembered by all.

'' The following lines of welcome were composed im-

promptu by a gentleman of this city upon learning that

the regiment was about to arrive :

" WELCOME, WELCOME HOME.

We saw the brave boys of the 20th leaving,

For scenes that would last thera, for life or for years

;

We saw them, with sadness, the farewells receiving,

Of friends who resigned them with .sol)l)ing and tears.

They left us with hearts that with ardor were burning,

To join in the fray and vuu(iuish the fjc ;

With hearts beating high, with the hope of returning,

When peace should appear and its blessings bestow.

They went to the front, they did the hard lighting,

Their foes though so brave, found it needful to yield
;

But they yielded like soldiers, their prai.ses uniting.

Of the Iowa boys, who carried the fieUl.

We see them returning, all covered with glory.

Though many we miss, who were noble and brave
;

But their country shall write them a name in her story,

And the dust shall be hallowed that makes thcin a grave.

To each wo extend the wannest of grc(;tin!xs;

We welcome you back, to your homes and your fires;

Bespeaking for all the fondest of meetings

With wives, or with sweethearts, with children or sires.

H P. H."
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The following beautiful lines of welcome, from the

pen ot the gifted poetehs Mrs. Tirzah T. M. Curry,

were published in the same paper on the day followiug

the arrival of the regiment at Davenport

:

WELCOME TO THE TWENTIETH IOWA INFANTEY.

Ring out a welcome! Lo! they come,

Our heroeH from the war.

They bear their banners seamed and rent;

They wear the victor's scar!

Three times the harvest moon hath smiled

On fields of golden grain,

Since they went forth at duty's call,

Our freedom to maintain.

And fairer hands have bound the sheaves

And gathered in the corn,

While hearts all true and hopeful looked

And waited for the morn.

The morn fuis covu. Our hearts go out

To meet the "boys in blue,"

As homeward, homeward, still tlu^y come,

The loyal, brave and true.

Pieans for those who bear aloft

Our banner without stain

!

Dirges for those who sleep today

Amid the honored slain!
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(Hi! hallowed field of Prairie Grove,

Where uineteen heroes fell

!

They sleep I^encatii o/i<: spreading tree.

Whinh marks their uluinber well.

And other fields and hill-sides fail'

Are hallowed by the dust

Of those we sent with blessings forth,

High ho])e and holy trust. : • .,.-.••.

Some feet grew weary on the march • .1^'^

Across Missouri's plains;

Some fainted on Arkansas' hills

Where desolation reigns, ., ,
.,

,; And some in dungeons, dark and damp.
And noisome, pined for home,

Wliile others breathed their lives away
Where soa waves fret and foam.

All did their "life work," nobly, well,

Each fills a patriot's grave,

Each grave a precious legacy

To the land they died to save.

Then Paejias to those; who boar aloft

Our banner without stain f

Dirges for those who sleep today
Amid the honored slain !

Davenport, Joi,y 28, 1865.

41
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In taking leave of my comrades, 1 .should not do jus-

tice to my feelings did 1 f^\il to address dir(;ctly those

who served in the ranks aa ciili.sted men In uwarding

honors to the gallant defenders of our national existence

posterity will not stop to enfjuire " was he a Captain," or

"Colonel," or "General," but the meed oi praise and giati"

tude will rest alike upon ait who have done their duly in

thiji great crisis. When a few years shall have elapsed,

you, my oomrades, whoso brave exploits and patient en-

duianceof the vicissitudes and hardshifis incident to the

weary march and the rude hospital, and whose uufliuoh-

iug determination on the battle-tiold, have so often come

under my own observation, will be understood and ap-

preciated. The public will al.so, if they do not already,

understand these things When the simple test of 7/irr/<

shall rest alone in the question, " did he do his whole

duty in the place assigned him?" r<mk and distinction

will weigh but little in the award of honors. You have

not thus exposed your lives in defence o( your country

for wealth or tor honor. You, who have .suffered the

most, endured the greatest hardships, and sacrificed

more in your lofty devotion to your country's weal, will

one day receive in the gratitude of those whose safety

and prosperity you have tlius .secured, more than you

have lost in making the sacrifice. Serving jm enlisted

men, you have also the proud satisfaction of kuowing

that your motives were unimpeachable—and the public

already well know that preferment comes less from actual

merit than intrij^ue. In making its award of honors,
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history will not fail to contrast your lofty devotion to

your flag and country with the dastardly behavior of

those officers who, iu the outbreak of the war, betrayed

their commands and deserted to the enemy. Your past

record is unsullied by one aet of disloyalty— one thought

of treason. Believing that your future lives and uctiona

as private citizens will be such as to add lustre to your

glorious career as patriot soldiers, T bid you an afl^'ection-

ate farewell.

t^V^
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